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RECOMMENDATORY PREFACE. 



Is imm§ failka to my kt, jjOi liha fT<mimfi% o£ Qodt^ 
^ become the hoDonurecl instriweiit of intoodmng to 
iJOQ Qh^tiBJi yro^lix. ^' pres^it ai^ ooly pos^mnKNis 
loeprk of tloie. late -P?. Ha^vkec, wiittaa at lixe deaid of 
hi9 Ii&» I gladlj mbirace iJie opportimit^ of beezmg^ 
^hUhoug^ ai busable, }f?€t cbedded testimony (wbile its 
xeal and great iatarinfflQ wqrtih. is^ k» owot aod best zer^ 
eemmendation) to the ioest^itQbl^ treasure it cootai^s^ 
To be in the leas^degf^e^if^t^nweutal in bxinging 
bf^re tbe Cbipobr^ jQI;^^ stick ia treatise, as tbe fi>l- 
lowing, is^ in my estimtionj mo' common koBQur^Hseeing) 
that in.it is stored a rich Tein of Scripture matter, doc- 
tsinal and practical — because also theare i^xaanifest much, 
of the sacred anointing ef the Holy Gho^t ia the gifb and 
dIflMon of that light, accompanied by that deep insight 
into Divine Truth) mth which ^lis diatiagaished servant 
of the Lord was &youred — stiikingljff evident vx the 
8|Hiritualf judicious, and instructive macuoer ia which he 
la&, been enabled,, under Divine tea^hin^ to discuss the 
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deeply important subject therein set forth ; which is 86 
especially necessary in the present "dark and clondj 
day," when the glory and simplidty of the >' Evea^ 
lasting Gospel" is so greatly obscured ; yea, when, iii 
many instances, " the foundations" are attempted to be 
destroyed. 

The following treatise was sent by the late venerated 
Author at various times to a friend, who was then Editor 
of a religious periodical, for monthly insertioiL It was 
considered, however, better to reserve the publication 
imtil the whole was completed, and publish it in a con-^ 
solidated form. The Author was permitted by a gracioui^ 
God to complete his part ; but his Friend was removed 
from this earthly scene before his portion of the work 
was accomplished; and through a course of events, to 
which it is not necessary to allude, the manuscript was 
purchased from the family of the deceased, and upon 
me devolves the pleasing duty of introducing it to Grod*9 
redeemed ones, convinced that, imder the Lord's bles»^' 
ing, the publication cannot fail to minister both to His 
glory, and to His people's happiness. 

The desigix and end of the Author were to display 
the riches of God's grace, in opening the glorious mys* 
tery of salvation in the communication of that Heavenly 
joy and Everlasting triumph of the believer, in ascribing 
to God alone all the glory. Indeed^ his chief drift 
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lihrougliout this precious work, is to encourage th<d 
liamble disciple of the Lord Jesus to lift up his heady 
kioowing that his '' redemptiou draweth uigh;" when 
he shall put off, not only the remains of sin, but every 
temptation to it, and ''return and come to Zion with 
_songs and Everlasting joy upon his head." The antici- 
pation of the '' glory that shall be revealed,-' will cause 
him in the house of his pilgrimage to rejoice in his 
covenant-keeping Grod, and to eat ''his meat with gladr 
sess and singleness of heart.** 

.My inclination would have led me to accompany this 
^eatise with a short memoir of the Author. It woidd 
jiave been a gratification, bowevei: imperfectly I might 
hove done it, to record the talents, the work, of faith, 
and labour of love, of one whose memory I cherish with 
enduring veneration. But, as I believe, some particu* 
hrs of his life have been already ^ven to the public, I 
refrain from saying more, than just to allude to its 
happy termination. After having walked with die 
Church f(Hr nearly half a century, in all humility of 
mind, and with unwearied zeal fulfilling the part of a 
watchful and &ithful Pastor ; after a course visited and 
chequered with trials and temptations, yet abounding 
in the joy of the Holy Ghost, he threw off his earthly 
tabemade, died in ^lith, and entered into the joy of his 
Lord, of whom he was a highly-&voured servant, on 
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43ite sisft^h Say of April, Id iihe year 1627. TnoonolQcBng 
*4hcise few temstrks^ I can ooly add, iihalt in eondttcting 
llns wo]% '^u^n^ *&e press, it has prorred to me ^ 
«wee1; substantial spMtoal f^a^ and, -as I trust, last- 
singly instnicl&ye And 'c^iygfing. H7 prayers -wSI jgb 
Hbejfot^ and foUdwit, tfiat H« tt^se loffice in l!he Oove-- 
lumt ef txitMse it U %6 ^otify llie Lord Jesus (and wi&- 
<«ut whose )oper«!tieQ^ 'no lie&rf^t tojoyment t)f *diis ntt 
-any olihek: 'weffk ean %^ prd&atAe to Hie tSmrdb t/f 
God), will graciously be pleased to 'bless It 'to the sodls 
^f His people, and ^use ft %o triiniitor in !ffisC%ttreh 
%o ^<the acknowledgment of I9ie mystery of God, and 
dJT tiie Fflliser, and of 'Chriift, 4n wbem iare hid all ibe 
ireaisures -tyf wisddm ttid kne^edge.*' Ajuen. 
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CHAPTER L 



Ialzodiieto]!7 fiemarkSi lieing an affectionate Personal Address Dram fhfi 

Writer to the Beader. 

Ukdeb deep hiunbling of soul, in the contemplatioii of 
Divine goodness for the preservation of my unworthy 
life ^ the present hour — and under the impression of 
warm affection to the people of Grod, whom the Lord 
hath also preserved alive to this day — I desire to con- 
gratolate the spiritual Church of the living and true God. 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, through the anoint- 
ings of the Holy Ghost. In looking back on the events of 
seventy-four years now past — ^the days gone are to be 
numbered with the generations before the flood — ^I here 
see enough in all that relates to me, to lay low in the dust 
of self-abasement before God : I behold, no less, in all 
that relates to the Divine dealings of the Lord towards 
me, abundant cause to raise a voice of praise, and to say 
with ome of old, ^ Surely goodness and meroy have &U 
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lowed me all the days of my life.*** I can, and do there- 
fore, set to my seal that Grod is true. And amidst all the 
reproaches of my own Mthless and uabelieving heart, 
I arise, by Sovereign grace, above all that I am the subject, 
and the object of in myself, to live npon Him and hifi 
imchangeableness, who is the same faithful God, "yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever." j* 

But, while calculating the revolutions of time, and 
beholding the beautiful order of things in the Divine 
government, I cannot but connect with the view, the 
dying state in which our nature stands. True, indeed, it 
is, the sun of this lower world occupies the same place 
in the heavens as it did when I was bom ; the regular 
return of seasons is the same ; and the Lord hath said, 
" While the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, cold 
and heat, summer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease." J And the Lord hath further promised, that those 
' ordinances of heaven and earth become the sure pledge 
of his Everlasting covenant in the higher department of 
grace with his people. But not so man in his present 
being of nature ; his " life is but a vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vamsheth away."§ 
" As a flower of the field so he flourisheth; for the wind 
passeth over it and it is gone ; and the place thereof 
shall know it no more."!! " Your fathers," said one of 
old, " where are they? and the prophets, do they live for 
ever?"T Our lengthening shades lengthen as we go; and 
amidst the zenith of the great liuninary of the day, as he 
is in himself to us, he becomes a setting sun, indicating 

»Pi.xz!ii.e. tHeb.xia.8. tGeiLTiU.22. 2Jtm68iT.14. 
|F8.eiiLl^lQ. 1[Ze<3h.L6. 
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continually the approach of night. Blessed will it he, 
if, while under the influence of his declining, we are 
brought under the shadow of the " Sun of Eighteousness, 
^vMch ariseth with healing on his wings ;"* and amidst 
all our changes, while passing under the tropics of this 
world, we live in Him, and upon Him, *' with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning." Precious con- 
sideration! when like the moon, whose waning is in- 
creased in proportion as she draws nearer to the sun, 
the Church dwindles in herself, and all her supposed 
self-attainments, as she is brought closer within His orb, 
who is her " Everlasting light, and her God her glory." 
Verging as I now am on the confines of Eternity, and 
well aware that, at my advanced age, every step I take 
in the present time state, the world is receding more 
and more from me, and I from the world, — ^I gladly 
avail myself to catch the passing moment as it files, that 
it may bear on its wing, at this era, my salutation to my 
feUow-pilgrims travelling with me to the city of our God. 
i am favoured to greet the " brethren that are in Christ 
Jesus," which most probably will be my last, before I go 
hence and be no more seen. And I persuade myself 
that every truly redeemed and regenerated child of 
Grod, who with me feeb and knows the plague of his 
own heart — and no less, that all the " promises of God 
in Christ Jesus are yea and amen" — ^will give me credit 
when I say, that I rejoice in the blessedness of my situa- 
tion. So much of my eventful life being over, through 
the whole of which, abounding undeservings have only 
been exceeded by more abounding grace. In the over- 
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'wielming view of sucH goodness in the past, I find the 
greater confidence to trust the Lord hv the remainder 
that is to come. I can say with the Apostle Paul, and 
&om the same well-gronnded £uth as his was^— " I kxiow 
whom I have beUeved, and am persuaded that be ia 
able to keep that which I have committed imto him 
against that day.*^ I am, therefore, as that blessed so:* 
vant of Grod was when he so expressed himself, " looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and om: Saviour Jesus Ghrist.*^f And I know as 
he did, that it is indeed a blessed hope, that ^' maketh not 
ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in a^ 
heart by the Holy Ghost which is given unto me.^J And 
being now almost come within the reach of it, I ahread^ 
anticipate the possession. By faith I bring it neaa?« 
And Hke the traveUer returning from his journey, and 
being nearly arrived at home, to whose longing eye his 
habitation, in which are lodged all that is dear to Ynm^ 
begins to open before him, and a thousand tender images 
of delight arise to his imagination; so to my spiritual 
senses, the many glorious things which are spoken of ia 
Scripture, concerning my Eternal home, come in full 
prospect before me, and fill my soul with joy unbeat- 
able, as I approach the precincts of tAat blessed cit^i 
" whose builder and maker is Grod." The gates of the new 
Jerusalem already appear in view; they magnify to my 
ravished view every time I behold them; and the glorified 
inhabitants, amidst their shouts and thanksgivings, seem 
as if looking over the battlements of heaven, and calling 
upon their kindred relations here below, in the animat- 

, • 2 Tim. i. 12. t Xit U, 18. % Rom. r. 6. 
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ing language of scripture, ^' Be je not sloihflQ, but fol- 
Icvrers of them who, through &ith and patience, inherit 
fee promises.*** 

^•" Under these impressions, I desire to salute my Chris- 
tian brethren of the &mily of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ here upon earth, while I bless His holy 
name for that part of it which He hath taken to himself in 
heaven. They are indeed but one and the same. For 
though at present in different worlds, yet not differently 
beloved or di£Perently related. Jesus himself says to his 
Church, " My dove, my undefiled is but one: she is the 
only one of her mother; she is the choice one of her that 
baare her.** j* And when the purposes are fully answered, 
ft^' which the Lord, in his unerring wisdom, keeps any of 
las Church here below, he will take the whole home to join 
the Church triumphant above; for as the Lord hath said, 
^ There shall be one fold and one Shepherd.** Li the 
meantime, with what words can I congratulate the 
Lord*s redeemed and regenerated family, who are wait* 
ing for his coming to take them to himself; or what shall 
I say — yea, what can I say, except what the Holy Ghost 
hath said, and left upon record for the perpetual conso- 
lation of his people imtil the Lord come? Our most 
glorious Lord and Saviour hath ^* abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospeL**^ This is a proclamation that ought to be made 
in every place of concourse where the Lord's people are, 
and especially to such among them who are brought 
into nharp and trying circumstances. There is a beauti* 
fill correspondence between this proclamation and that 

• Hab Tl. 13. t CantTLtK X 2 Tim.L 10. 
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of the mighty Angel which the Evangelist John saw in a 
vision, " who came doWn from heaven, clothed with a 
doud and a rainbow, and who set his right foot upbn 
the sea, and his left foot upon the earth."* And tJie 
Apostle heard the words of the proclamation which he 
made, when, lifting up his hand to heaven, " he sware by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, that there should be 
time no longer.'* This destruction of time and the 
abolishing of death are to the same amount. And it 
may be said of both, as Joseph, taught of God, said of 
the dream of Pharaoh being doubled; because the thing 
is established by Grod, and God will shortly bring it to 
pass. The spiritual Church of Christ is highly interested 
in these immense events. Death abolished, and life and 
immortality brought to light through the gospel, are the 
precious privileges of every truly redeemed and regen- 
erated child of God to know now. And in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to 
sound, and the mystery of God is finished, these wiU be 
followed by the consimamation of this mighty angel^s 
oath — all will be Eternity, and there shall be time no 
longer. Let me only, by the way, observe, that the per- 
fect conviction of those momentous truths, and of the 
.triumph of our most glorious Saviour over death, heD, 
and the grave, as the Almighty head of his church and 
people, is now received by faith into the spiritual mind, 
and understanding, and conscience, of every redeemed 
and regenerated child of God; and, under the unctioii of 
God the Holy Ghost, lived upon and enjoyed, day by 
day, in the personal knowledge of, and communion with, 

* Bey. z. 1, S. 



THE DYING PILLOW. 7 

the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ These 
blessed Divine properties realize, and bring home to the 
soul, things of an Eternal nature, however . remote in 
time, and afford an instant and an abiding possession; 
and are what the Apostle prayed for respecting the Church, 
when he said, " Now the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost"* 



CHAPTER IL 

The Dignity of the Son of God«— The imbecility of Man, and his ntter impo* 
tency. — The Infinite greatness of Christ and his Salvation^ — His various 
dispensations with his Church, and his recovering it flnm all the conso- 
quences of Sin. 

r 

The foundation principle upon which we are now 
proceeding, is the great question in the Gospel, and 
proposed by our Lord himself — "What think ye of 
Christ ?" What have you been divinely taught concern- 
ing him? For until we have a knowledge of his Person, 
we can have no knowledge of his work, nor knowledge 
of ourselves and of our lost estate by nature before 
Grod; neither knowledge of our want of salvation, and o^ 
the fulness and suitableness of Christ for salvation. The 
language of Holy Scripture on these momentous points is, 
" They that know thy name will put their trust in thee."t 
But none can trust an unknown God, though through 
grace we liave faith to live upon an imseen God. Hence 
it is said of our Lord and Saviour, " Whom not having 

* Bom. XV. 18. t Pi. iz. 10. 
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seen ye love; in whom though now ye see him not, yet 
believing, ye rejoioe with joy unspeakable and fuU of 
glory, receiving the end of your faith, evai the salvatioa 
of your souls."* And let it never be forgotten, that there 
can be no real true scriptural apprehension, either of the 
person of Christ, or of salvation by him, but spiritualty. 
And until we are regenerated, we have no spiritual life; 
and without spiritual life there are no &<2ulties for appre- 
hension. The Holy Ghost has stated this solemn truth, 
in terms so plain and dear as cannot be mistaken — " The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness imto him; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned, "f Ob* 
serve, it is not said the natural man mU not receive 
them, but that he cannot He hath no spiritual faculties 
alive to receive them. And hence the mighty act of God 
in regeneration, by which the people of God, who by 
nature are dead In '' trespasses and sins," are quickened 
into spiritual life in Christ. God, who at the old crea- 
tion '^ commanded the light to shine out of darkness," 
shineth in this new creation in the heart, to " give the 
Kght of the knowledge of the glory of God in the fece of 
Jesus Christ."! 

And it cannot be too often repeated, that the glorious 
Gospel is founded upon this very principle — Oman's utter 
helplessness and hopelessness. The Lord makes provi- 
sion for his restoration in the complete and finished work 
of His dear Son. And then let it be considered, man's 
ruin is wholly in himself; his restoration wholly in 
God. It is not what man can do, for he can do no- 

•lPetl.8>9. tlCor.ii.14. t^Cor.iy.e. 
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Aing except sia ; but what God can do, and will do, 
yea, hath done for him. By the Adam-fall transgres- 
sion, man is ^' dead in trespasses and sins." By rich, free, 
Soyereign grace, he is quickened together with Christ. 
The mystery of iniquity and the mystery of godliness, 
are thus opened and explained by the Lord himself to 
his spiritual Church : and in the person of Christ, who, 
by taking our human nature into union with his Divine, 
became the visible Jehovah, to make known what with- 
out such a gracious revelation, could not have been 
made known — namely, man^s fall by Adam, and his 
recovery by Christ Thus, as is said by the Apostle, he " in 
his times showed who is the blessed and only Potentate; 
t^e King of kings and the Lord of lords: who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto, whom no man hath seen or can see.''* Hence, 
therefore, through that union with our nature,^-this be- 
came the medium c^ visibility. He, the Eternal Son of 
the Father, is the whole efficiency of salvation. His was 
to do away all the injury of the fall, for his people. His 
the sole work to bring for them redemption. His (as 
the Holy Ghost described him by the prophet ) " to build 
the old waste places, and to raise up the foundation of 
many generations."! And hence, among the numberless 
glorious names by which he is known^ these are strik- 
ingly descriptive of his person — ^the " repairer of the 
breach — the restorer of paths to dwell in." 

The Lord, in those sublime words by the prophet, 
says, " Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Ltrael and 
his Holy One: To him whom man despiseth — ^to hi^ 

• 1 Tim. vi. 15, Id. t Is. IviU. 18. 
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whom the nation abhorreth."* What hm is this whom 
man despiseth, and who is he whom the 'nation abhor- 
reth ? Nay, there can be but one to whom the words are 
in the least applicable; even Him, of whom the Patriarcli 
Jacob, when dying, spake, and imder the spirit of Pro- 
phecy declared, " To whom the gathering of the people 
should be." That mighty Him, of whom, in after ages, 
by the same spirit of Prophecy, it was said, " That in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth, even in him.**! And as 
if this was not enough to define both the Infinite great- 
ness of his person, and the Infinite completeness of his 
salvation, the same Ahnighty Spirit who inspired both 
the Patriarch and the Apostle thus to speak of Christ, 
added another Scripture to the same amoimt, and thus 
described him — " Having made peace through the blood 
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself;^ 
by Him I say, repeating the mighty Him with the 
strongest emphasis, "whether they be things on earth or 
things in heaven." J 

In proposing the question here. What think ye of 
Christ ? I am not going to give a statement of the per- 
son of Christ, or of the glory of Christ: I consider that I 
am addressing the spiritual reader, with whom those 
things are familiar in their life and conversation. It can- 
not therefore be necessary to go over the scripture 
ground, to remind the believer of what, he is supposed to 
be in the daily enjoyment of; namely, communion and 
fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

« Is. zliz. 7. t Spi^ 1- 10. X Col. i. 20. 
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Christ, through thQ anointiDgs of the Holy Ghost. I 
take for granted that every truly regenerated child of 
God, who is thus brought into an apprehension of be- 
ing a member of Christ's mystical body, and belonging 
to the Spiritual Church of Christ, and hath been Divinely 
taught, and by Divine power is living upon Christ, 
will know that Clirist possesseth, and hath possessed 
from all Eternity, in common with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, all Divine attributes and perfection. And 
when as one of the persons of the Godhead He came 
forth, for the salvation of his people. He assumed our 
nature into union with His Divine ) and He it is, as the 
Apostle describes him, whom as " concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever." The 
question then. What think ye of Christ ? is specially and 
personally addressed to every one of them; and for them, 
and them alone, is it calculated. To ask the world of 
imrenewed men, in the ignorance of nature, their views 
of Christ, would not be unsimilar to that of desiring the 
deaf to describe sounds, or the blind colours. My pre- 
sent turn of thought is of a different tendency, which is 
by marking tfie footsteps of the Lord in the design of 
those dispensations towards his Church: for in the 
multiplied and multiplying S3rstems of infidelity arising 
everywhere around, they cannot but discover that the 
Lord is carrying on His own holy purposes. And 
though, like the vision of Ezekiel, the machine he saw 
of wheel within wheel, was too vast and complicated 
for the Prophet to imravel; yet, when he beheld the 
Mighty One above the firmament, oh the throne, guiding 
the whole, the man of God was sure that all was con* 
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ducting by unerring wisdom; and that order would ulti* 
mately arise out of all seeming conftision. Such are or 
ought to be the views of the Lord's people, in what is 
going on in this nineteenth century. And while the 
word of God is confirmed by the very dispensations them- 
selves, which forewarned the Church '' that in the last 
days perilous times should come," the reason in part, so 
&r as concerns the people of God, is also stated, — " That 
there must be heresies, saith the Apostle, among you^ that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among 
you.'** The momentous question, therefore. What think 
ye of Christ? seems to meet the Lord's redeemed ones at 
every renewed account of blasphemy which they hear of, 
or with which their eyes or ears are assailed? Scarce 
a m(mth passeth without some new wonderful produc- 
tion against the doctrines of our holy faith: the press 
teems with them, and each is directed to outstrip his 
fellow. Tlie prophet says, " The Lord's voice crieth 
unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy 
name: Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it^f 
And in my apprehension there is a great sweetness 
in the question of our Lord, if considered as personally 
directed to each of his chosen people, ^' What think ye 
of Christ?'* Jesus is regardless what others think; but 
He takes great interest in aU they think of Him, and all 
that concerns His people. 

It is a soul-animating subject in hfe, and when we 
come to lay our head on a dying piUow, to reflect on the 
Almightiness of him who hath '' abolished death, and 
brought life and inunortality to light through the Gros* 

•IGor.xLld. tHie.Tl.8. 
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peL" There is a vast comprehension in this sentence, and, 
at the same time, the grand truths are fully expressed. 
It is a sentenoe in which every word tells; and the glo- 
rious efventa declared to have been accomplished, are 
greater in magnitude than the creation or destruction of 
a thousand worlds. The Infinite nature and dignity of 
His person, to whom alone is ascribed such stupendous 
acta — ^the acts themselves, being beyond the grasp of all 
created power, and incapable of achievement by any arm 
less than €rod. The eventful consequences involved in 
this mystery, in abolishing death, is not simply killing 
death, if the term be admissible, but annihilating death, 
and bringing Kfe and immortalify to light through the 
Gospel; by which the whole Church of God are recovered 
from all the consequences of sixi, to the Everlasting 
enjoyment of salvation : these are the trophies of our 
most glorious Saviour, the resuh of His own personal 
and incommunicable work, when, as the prophet de- 
scribed, ^< his own arm brought salvation unto him, 
and his fury upheld him."* 

la following up the subject, under the leading par- 
tlculaxs concerned in it, I propose, as the Lord shall be 
pleased to enable me, and in the consciousness of its first 
and highest importance, to beg the attention of the 
spiritual reader to the contemplation of His Almighty 
Person and character, by whom the destruction of death 
and the restoration of life and immortality are accom- 
plished; and also the mighty deeds themselves, and of 
the blessed and happy consequences resulting to the 
Church of God from them — ^namely, tiie free gift and 

•Is.lxiU.6. 
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Sovereign grace of God through the Gospel And if the 
Lord who gives the subject, will accompany our contem- 
plations of it with His Divine teaching and imction, the 
savour of His name and His salvation, will not only open 
to His redeemed and regenerated people the fulness 
of grace, but daily become a source of unspeakable com- 
fort through the whole of our time state upon earth, 
imtil &ith is lost in sight, and hope consummated in 
glory. 

And let me remark, that the spiritual imderstanding 
must first be enlightened of the Lord, or there will be 
no saving taste or relish in the heart for him. For 
though our Lord hath wrought and accomplished all that 
is here said of him, and is Hi mself divinely suited alike for 
all his people, including the most desperate cases, and the 
most ignorant cases of sinners as sinners ; yet, without 
Divine instruction, both the knowledge of His person and 
the belief of His finished salvation are not attainable by 
all hiunan learning. That single scripture, which I be- 
fore mentioned — and there are many others to the same 
purport — ^throws to the groimd all the presumptuous 
reasoning of man, and all that philosophy, falsely so called, 
can invent. " The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned;"* such is the physical impossibility of the 
thing itself. 

Before I enter upon those distinct branches of the 
subject which I have proposed, and others of the same 

» 

interesting nature, I would gently take the reader by 

•lCor.iL14. 
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the hand, and request a pause at the threshold, in order 
to impress the mind with a few observations for the bet- 
ter apprehension of it, by considering human nature as it 
is depicted in the word of God. 



CHAPTEE m. 

ICan ftarflier considered, in a prcnninent view, respeefJng Ub fixed Station of 

Hmnan DepraTity. 

Let us consider man as the creature of God, a com- 
pound of soul and body — dust modified, enlivened by the 
breath of the Almighty. He was made a httle lower 
than the angels, but by his apostacy from God he 
became impotent and helpless. He is now a fallen 
creature, has broken his allegiance to God, and joined a 
confederacy against him. He is compared in the Scrip- 
tures to everything hurtful; " and that the thoughts of his 
heart are evil, and that continually; and that he drinketh 
in iniquity like water." This is not the case of one 
man, but every man and all men; not one, or two, or ten 
million, but every son and daughter of Adam, who are 
all alike by nature involved in the same xmiversal cor- 
ruption; and while continuing in the unregenerate state 
of an imrenewed mind, must necessarily follow the bias 
of their depraved nature, which the sacred word of God 
declares to be '^ enmity against God :" so that it is not 
this man or that nation, a single person or a community, 
but man himself; his whole nature; the inherent delin- 
quency of sin in all his members; himself rotten at the 
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core, and as impossible to create love towards Grod in his 
tmregenerate heart, as to create a world. The Lord^ - 
statement cannot but be correct when he saith, " Can 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?^'' 
then may ye also do good that are accnstomed to do * 
evil*'* As a sinner, he is \mder condemnation, and can 
do nothing acceptable to God. In this deplorable state 
he will talk of his power and abiHtj to turn and convert 
himself, though impotent and helpless^ and not possessed 
of one excellency to recoimnend him to the Divine fiivour, 
being '* dead in trespasses and sin," destitute of spiritual 
life and grace. In this pitiable state are all mankind ; 
and if God takes knowledge of any in a way of mercy, it 
cannot proceed from any worthiness in themselves to 
recommend them to the Divine favour; for whateva: 
regard God shows unto us, is of His own good-will and 
pleasure; for he sa3rs, " I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and you shall be clean. A new heart also will 
I give you.^j* This is aH free mercy: for God expressly 
asserts, '' I am sought of them that asked not after me; 1 
am found of them that sougM me notf^lf, insomuch that 
man never seeks after God, imtil God seeks after him 
in a way of mercy. Now, the ruling principle of the 
heart, being in opposition to God, (in whose judgment do 
word or action can be directed to His honour,) and 
not seeking the glory of the Great Supreme, man ne- 
cessarily and exclusively aims at self in all he imder- 
takes to do. Our Lord has taught us, that as is the 
tree, such are its fruits. If we are enemies in our 
mind against God^ our works must of course be wicked 

* Jer. ziii. 28. f E^zek. zzzvi. 25. % Is. Ixr. 1. 
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"v^oiks; for none can "bring a dean. thing oat of asi. 
undean." Let oiir works be what they may in ihem'*^ 
selyes and in the esteem of men, in the estimate of Crod^ 
Dvhose judgment is alirays according to truth, they ai^ 
troly \dcked, because th& streams can never rise hi^eir 
than the fountain. There is not a perfection in the 
Dxvine nature, nor a testimony of the Divine will, either 
in His word or in His providence, to which the unrie^ 
newed mind is not averse, especially the Sovereignty of 
grace in the salvation of sinners by Jesus CSmst; because 
this leaves a Mien creature a mere dependent on the 
good pleasure of God, as entirely lost and ruined in him- 
self. This branch of Divine truth has in all ages exdted 
the warmest rancour of the human heart, and has been 
opposed in every possible ferm; and never can be accep- 
table to the unrenewed mind: and yet there is no view of 
the character of Gpd in which His true glory shines with 
more magnificent brightness. For if it be acknowledged 
that He is the great £i8t cause and last of all things. He 
mu3t possess an independent rigbt of doing as He pleases; 
and if He be not, then He ceases to be God. There 
is no alternative. When the Inspired writings dedare • 
that the " heart of man is deceitful above aQ tilings and' 
desperatdy wicked,''* and that "death hath passed on all 
men, for that all have sinned ;"f this, with many other 
similar declarations, reconcile us to the present event of 
man's dissolution, and sets aside the fond notion of the 
innocence and moral purity of human nature; insomuch 
" that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.'f 
The immutability of human depravity is manifested by 

•Jer. xvii.9. tEom.v.l2. X^^'^^ 
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its eontintiaUj resisting the Book of revelation, and 
rejecting its claims to a Divine Original, which has had 
the longest standing of any in the world. A Bode, 
whose contents have, by the blessing of Grod, been made 
effectual for forming the best members of society upon 
earth; and not only so, but have, through the faith of 
Christ, supported and enlivened the dying beds and 
softened the dying pillows of millions, and made prisons, 
for the sake of Christ, anti- chambers of Eternal bliss, and 
transformed the flaming stake of Martyrs into a triumphal 
car ascending to the world of gloiy. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The Bible, its Divine Originality and Suitability to Fact»— Human Beaaon 
mast bend to its Divine Authenticity to understand its Becords. 

We have considered man as a sinner: — ^and that he has 
to do with a just and righteous Lawgiver, who is '' able ta 
save and to destroy," cannot be doubted; then is it not 
shocking to. cast aside the only Book which truly describes 
our case, wherein our disease is manifested, and a remedy 
pointed out? There are demonstrations of the Bible's 
Divine Original, amply sufficient to satisfy the conscience 
in relying on its testimony. It has been opposed, but it 
abides; and by its continuance gives credit to its Author. 
Every attack upon it, advances its reputation; and every 
cordial reception of it, bears fresh, evidence to its internal 
and delightM suitability to the case of man as a sinner, 
and produces an additional testimony that the Scriptures 



THE DYING PILLOW. 19 

dre of God. And with respect to tlie doctrines therein 
contained, however diversified the modes of assault which 
have been devised and practised against them, they yet 
^hine in the Sacred page, and triumph in the bosom of 
l&ose who know their truth. Who can consult those 
records without seeing himself described, if he read with 
an imderstanding heart? And who can see his own pic- 
ture delineated, without a conviction that none but God 
could indite them? The imequalled Majesty of its lan- 
guage, the transparent integrity of its declarations, and the 
penetrating authority with which it speaks of man and of 
God, are such, that it is the noblest exercise of reason to 
bow to its testimony, with the deepest gratitude for the 
favour conferred upon us. 

Here we must take into consideration, that reason is a 
mental power, by which man judgeth of such things as 
are suited to his nature and capacity; but then he cannot 
understand those things of which he has no discernment 
or perception. Season belongs to man as a creature of 
Gt)d; but, after all its exerdse, what has it done for 
man? What difficulty lias it solved? What important 
inquiry has it satisfied? It is manifest that man's abode 
upon earth is transitory, and it is certain that a future 
state of conscious existence succeeds. But what has 
reason to say on this solemn and interesting subject? 
What question that afiects the solid happiness of man 
has* it answered? It has denied ihe truth of what it 
does not understand; but this administers no relief to 
tlie mind that is deeply impressed with the immense 
concern of its approaching &te. The fact of a well-nigh 
six thousand years' experience shows, that reason knows 
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nothing but what it is taught Then let reason be a 
learner^ and you put it in its proper place* It is ianm^ 
joan has a soul of vast capacious powers; but his reason 
cannot &thom the profiindity of Deity, nor measure Ii^ 
nity. The sum total comes to this, that the ChiistiaB 
believer is placed higher in the school of knowledge 
than the unbelieyer,- being ^voured with a &cvlty for 
knowing and enjoying objects which the other is not. 
For the declaration of Holy Writ is, ** He that is spiri- 
tual discemeth aU things;''* and when faith is bestowed 
upon him, his pride receiTCS such a stroke as never to 
recover its former influence over him. He no longer 
boasts of his mighty reason, and he ceases to value him^ 
self upon his supposed moral virtues. He now ^adlyi^ 
in the estimation of men, becomes a '' fool that he may 
be wise.** And let it be particulariy noticed, when the 
Grod of all grace visits a sinful creature to stamp Hia 
image upon him, he "casteth down imagmations, and 
dvery high thing that exalteth itself against the know^ 
ledge of Grod, and bringeth into captivity every thougbt 
to the obedience of Christ, that the Lord alone may bd 
exalted."! As a proof of this, man is made willing to 
reUnqnish his reason as a tutor, and to renounce hia 
pride of heart and his self-qualifications as a ground of 
dependence before God. Here he strictly denies himself, 
and looks alone for teaching and salvation to the Holy 
Spirit, and to the blood of sprinkling. He is now efifee- 
tually convinced that the " foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger thaH. 
men.''} And be it remembered, that this change is ndr 

• 1 Cor. ii. 16. t » Cer. x. 6. . J 1 Cor. i. 25. 
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A^ effedb of enthusiasm, or education, but of God's free 
tlnetcy. For man is not reasoned by natural conyictioii 
Oat lof unbelief into &ith; but saved through the giil and 
forking of the Divine power, to possess faith. Convinced 
find renewed in heart by the Holy Spirit, he is taught 
that erroneous reasonings dishonour the God of truth, 
and that the truths of Grod will never yield to the errors 
of reason. Being truly humbled, and made to despair of 
his own self-righteousness, he not only receives the word 
of Grod, but freely rests his Eternal all on its truth, as 
beholding everything in it that is worthy of God, as 
suitable to his case as a perishing sinner. The great 
trudis of Grod's word appear to him with sucb convincing 
md satisfactory evidence, that he cannot but embrace 
Ihem, and glorify His name for such grace bestowed 
upon him. He has renounced with abhorrence the high 
opinion he once held, both of his reason and his moral 
fitness, and is willing to be saved as the chief of sinners^ 
that the grace of Grod, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, may 
have the praise for ever. Now, let the whole of what I 
have been remarking upon in this section, against the 
mere natural powers for the attainment of Divine know^ 
kdge, void of instruction from the Lord, be noticed; that 
so far frx>m discouraging the humble and the timid, it 
tends on the contrary to give the strongest hope. For 
among the absolute and unconditional promises of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, this stood eminently conspicu* 
ous: ''All thy children shall be taught of the Lord.*** 
And our adorable Lord, in the New Testament, brought 
k forward by way of proof, and in confirmation, that His 

•lB.llr.13, 
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people had this very teacher. He said, " It is wiitteu in 
the prophets, And they shall all be taught of God. Eye^ 
man, therefore, that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me.'' * And what can be more soul- 
satisfying to every child of Grod? Are you come to 
Christ ? Do you believe that He hath " abolished death, 
and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel?** Then it is plain you have been taught of 
God, for a science like this was never learned in nature^s 
schooL And I will hold the reader's hand no longer 
upon this subject itself, than to say, let it not be sup- 
posed that the attainments in this Divine knowledge, 
which '^ maketh wise unto salvation," are in all, which axe 
Divinely taught, alike. It is in the Lord's household, in 
this particular, as it is in a man's household; all the 
children are not of equal age, of equal stature, of equal 
apprehension. Some are highly favoured with the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ; 
they have enlarged conceptions both of the glories of His 
person and the Infinite suitability and completeness of 
His salvation — ^they he in His bosom, as John did — ^and 
sit with Him at the table, as Lazarus sat Others are 
weak, and timid, and go lean, and are often in bondage 
fears. And not a few there are of the Lord's tried ones^ 
who are the subjects of pity, from infirmities of body, 
which, like the Apostle Paul, they '^ groan under, being 
burdened." But amidst these diversities of character, 
which are as various in the mind, as are the features of 
the body, the question is. Are they children, and taught 
of God ? Are they made acquainted with the '^ plague of 

* Jolin t1. 48. 
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liheir own heart;** out of love with themselyes, aad in love 
with Christ Jesus? These ore standards of character, 
acnd which testify their suitableness. He, with whom 
diey are in love, is for them, and they for Him; His is 
the grace to give, and theirs the blessedness to receive. 
And as all alike have the sentence of death in themselves, 
that they should not trust in themselves, but in Him 
which raiseth the dead ; the glorious view of our Lord 
and Saviour here proposed, is equally suited for all the 
Lord's family. Oh I for an enlarged spiritual apprehen- 
sion to the whole of Christ's body the Church ; that we 
may look steadily and steadfastly to Him who ''hath 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel I" 



CHAPTER V. 

A Description of the Benewed Mind nnder the Teachings of the Holy Spirit. 

The saving knowledge I have been considering, can 
only arise from Divine illumination, or the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit. By the effectual agency of this Gra- 
cious Listructor, the enlightened mind is favoured with 
such views of God, and of himself, as to produce humility, 
and to lay him low at the footstool of the Divine Majesty. 
His view of the extensive purity and spirituahty of the 
law of God in its just requirements, and of the evil of 
an, so operates upon him, that all his hope of salvation 
dies in his sight. He knows, by the most undoubted 
evidence, that he is a " man of unclean lips," and feelsj if 
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tried by that law which is " holy, just, and good," that he 
iai undone for ever ; and knows, by heartfelt experiene^ 
that *' in his flesh dwelleth no good thing/' His moral fit^ 
ness and his own righteousness, in which he once boasted;' 
he now treats as contemptible, and prays he may not be 
foxmd in them before Grod; while the Holy Spirit, in love 
to his soul, opens in measure the awful depravity of his 
nature — ^He puts the cry of the publican into his heart, 
*' Grod be merciful to me a sinner.** Haying heard of sal- 
vation in the cross of Christ £3r the chief of sinners, and 
beiog taught ihe necessity and the suitability of such 
a salvation to his miserable case, he ia helped to plead 
with God, depending on His Word, that he may enjoy the 
benefits of this undeserved, and, untiL now, underaned' 
blessing. That the blood of Christ may be for his par- 
don and cleansing; that the righteousness of Christ may 
adorn his person; that the grace of Christ may be suj£- 
cient to strengthen him against every temptation to sin ; 
ipid that he may experience peace with Gk»d through the 
work and worthiness of the Adorable Mediator. He sees 
now, by a light which cannot deceive, that there is plen* 
teous redemption in Christ, and in none besides; and 
that it is impossible to be holy or happy, but in union and ' 
communion with Him. He can adopt the language of the 
apostle, *' I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the &ith of the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me.*** He once 
pleased himself in his ^ded goodness, but now he is 
ashamed of his best performances; moxuns over the 

•aaLS.SO. 
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^nonmce, and detests the yanity, of his former state and 
conduct. Once he triumphed in the imaginary extent, 
and the supposed solid dictates and conclusions of his 
reason; but now he is &ee to unite in the humble Ian* 
guage of Agur, ^' Surely I am more brutish than any 
man, and have not the imderstanding of a man. I 
neither learned wisdom, nor have the knowledge of the 
holy.*** A retrospect of his arrogance and temerity con- 
founds him before the presence of God, and he hides his 
head in the dust because of his rebellion, and confesses 
with the Psalmist, '' So foolish was I and ignorant, I 
was as a beast before thee.*'f His mind is now satisfied 
^vith the word of God, and his will so pleasingly sub- 
jected to the Divine wiU, that the language of his heart is, 
" l^eak. Lord, for thy servant heareth." He is now be- 
come a teachable disciple to the *' truth as it is in Jesus.** 
He has been taught its power; he has tasted of its sweet- 
ness to such a degree, that every branch of it is not 
merely acceptable, but precious. The doctrines of grace 
ace not matters of opinion with him, about which there 
may be an innocent and harmless diversity or contra- 
riety; but having known their practical and experimen- 
tal importance, he receives them as the support of his 
soul, and honours them as the doctrines of God. So far 
from treating them with indifference, his desire is, that 
his knowledge of the whole may be enlarged, and that 
his attachment to them may be confirmed. He con- 
fiders himself called to " contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints;"^ and those who charge 
him with bigotry or enthusiasm, but too plainly show 
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their ignorance of the man who is taught of God to 
love His truth. For did they see those special reaU^ 
ties with his eyes, and know them with his experience 
they would applaud his zeal and unite in his efforts. 
They would pray for his success, and, wish him an 
enlargement in the ways of God. 

Kespecting those parts of God's word which may 
have appeared mysterious to him, such as the doctrine 
of the ever-blessed and glorious Trinity, the renewed 
mind receives the truth of this doctrine on Divine testi- 
mony, and has the witness within himself of its gloiioiis 
importance. For on what but the love of the Father, the 
redemption of the Son, and the influence of the Spirit, 
does his soul rest for Eternal life? Who but " God mani- 
fest in the flesh" could save him from the wrath to come? 
Who but the Lord the Spirit could bring this salvation 
to his soul, and enable him to depend entirely upon it, 
in the views of death and judgment? Being then a 
subject of this grace, he has in his own bosom the best 
evidence of the true and proper Deity of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; an evidence that may be assailed, but 
cannot be superseded ; an evidence founded, not in edu- 
cation or human science, but, through the power of 
Grod, in gracious experience and understanding; and 
therefore it triumphs over all opposition, survives the 
wreck of time, and brightens into tbe fulness of Eternal 
day. This is genuine Christianity, and the real behever 
therein, does not consider himself at liberty to question 
m which way the manner can be, how Gk)d subsisteth 
in essence, and in a plurality of Persons : he leaves it as 
a fact attested by the God of truth, who alone can un- 
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derstand it. It is tiie character of a disciple of Glirist, 
irho sits at the feet of his Divine Master to be taught, not 
to demur, much less dispute, least of aU to deny, any 
branch of Divine truth, because it is not explained in the 
manner or circumstance of its existence. There is no 
man, who is convinced of the infinite disparity between 
him and the Most High God, who humbleth himself to 
behold the things that are in heaven, that will venture 
to contend with Him on any testimony of His word, 
because he cannot understand how the thing attested is 
true. It is sufficient to him that God speaks. Once, 
indeed, he might call it a fanatical fancy, but now the 
glory of the Divine character so occupies and satisfies his 
mind, that he feels it to be the noblest act of reason to . 
place implicit confidence in the testimony of Him, who is 
the first cause and last end of all things. And the more 
the salvation of Christ is enjoyed in his soul, the more 
this temper prevails in his bosom. In his religious pro- 
fession there is no temporizing hesitancy, but a steady 
firmness, that is honourable to the truth on which he 
depends — a firmness that is not shattered with the 
frowns, nor melted by the favours of those arotmd him, 
because it is supplied from the fulness of Christ. Tlie 
truth, he feels to be the ground of his confidence, and of 
his solid hope for time and Eternity. Being brought to 
the full assurance of imderstanding to the " acknowledg- 
ment of the mystery of God, and the Father, and of 
Christ,"* from thence he shall never be moved, because 
the Lord is on his side. 

He contemplates hin^elf as a creature of God, and is 
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fbllj con^ced that lifae w}iole creation is T)at as day in 
the band of the great Potter, and tbat He possesses not 
only an nncontroUable but an undeniable right to dis^' 
pose of his creatures as he pleases; and that none can b^' 
justified in saying to Grod, What doest thou ? because Hid 
councils and His conduct can recdre no assistance from 
us, and are necessarily worthy of Hunself. Here He con* 
siders both angels and men entirely on a level together; 
and Grod is at liberty to form His own purpose concerning 
them, without rendering a reason for making a difference. 
When man views himself in this mirror, and remembers 
that " all nations before Grod are as nothing, and that they 
are accounted to him less than nothing and vanity,'** he 
covers his &ce before the Most High, and is ashamed 
that a thing of nought should indulge a dishonourable 
thought of absolute independence and Infinite blessedness. 
Here he considers the Sovereign will of God in its various 
exercise towards the children of men, and is humbled in 
the dust with wonder and admiration at the grace 
bestowed upon him whereby he is made a child of Qod, 
when he might have been left to the obstin^u^ of his 
own depraved understanding. He loves to dwell on this 
view of Divine truth— on aU the beauties of it, as £u: as it 
is discovered to him — ^until he shrinks into nothing before 
the Eternal Majesty ; and which fills his soul with won- 
der, love, and praise, in the contemplation that he should 
be distiaguished as a member of Christ's mystical body, 
and that he should be protected through aU the future 
changes of his life, and shall ultimately be brought safely 
and honourably to the kingdom prepared for him. 

•Is-iLlT. 
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When lie looks at himself as a siimer, he dts down in 
reverent silence. He has no question to put on the wis- 
dom of Grod in His dealings with the children of men^ or in 
the permission of evil ; here he bows with submission and 
humble adoration. He feels himself a transgressor of the 
holy law of God, and confesses the mournful fact, without 
reserve and without excuse. He is convinced of the jus- 
tice of the Lawgiver, and therefore approves the whole of 
His conduct in taking vengeance. Instead of thinking hard 
of God because any perish in their sin, he wonders that 
any are saved, but particularly himself. He is satisfied, 
that had it been the will of God to have left him to him- 
self, there would have been no injustice; because, as a 
careature, he had no daim on the Divine Saviour, and, as a 
sinner, he stood obnoxious to £Qs righteous displeasure. 

Considering himself as a sinner saved, the grace of 
God is the burthen of his song. A deep abiding sense of 
his unworthiness and sinfiilnesB being always present with 
him, the merits of Christ and His righteousness are his 
constant trust and plea, which bring peace to his bosom, 
and stead&stness in his life and conversation, while he 
walks on the way to the Kingdom of Heaven. Gratitude ' 
arises in his breast &om a conviction of guilt and unwor- 
thiness, in proportion to the perception of the nature and 
magnitude of the blessings received: he looks to the 
blood of sprinkling, to be cleansed and pardoned. Every 
appearance of sin in himself excites his grief, and makes 
him long to be with his Saviour, that he may see it and 
feel it again no more for ever. He anticipates the period 
when he shall behold the glory of his Iiord, and be lik^ 
Him, and cast his crown at His feet 
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CHAPTER VL 

* 

The testimony Christ has fl^yen of Himself as existing in the adonhlr 
Trinity illastrated, and his unalterable lore to his Church established by 
proo& of his Divine Sovereignty and Foreknowledge. 

I have considered human nature as delineated in the 
word of God, and the knowledge of salvation by the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit. I woiild now, as I proposed, 
call tlie attention of the Church of Christ to the contem- 
plation of that very blessed testimony the Lord hath inci- 
dentally given of Himself, m relation to that peculiar mode 
of being, by which He is distinguished from all His crea- 
tures, la a Trinity of Persons, and which merits the closed 
attention of aU the Lord's people. It is strikingly observ- 
able from the Scriptures, that Jehovah therein maintains 
His own sole glory, in possession of all Divine Attributes 
which constitute Grodhead ; that He speaks of Himself as 
existing in a Trinity of Persons in the unity of the Divine 
Essence. Let the reader not fail to observe this, and let 
him notice again and again, and within the compass of 
only three verses in the prophecy of Isaiah, three times 
in the plural number: "Let them, saith the Lord," — ^allud- 
ing to idols, and the followers of idols, — " let them show 
us what shall happen. Let them show former things, that 
WE may consider, and that we may know."* Oh, how 
gracious was it in God — and I pray the Christian disciple 
above all things to notice His grace in the act — ^that while 
putting to confusion the whole host of infidels, whether 

•Isa.zlL^. 
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blasphemers of the Bible, or blasphemers of either of the 
Persons in the Godhead — ^for as far as blasphemy is 
concerned, they are all alike under the same delusion — 
that the Lord hath adopted so blessed a method of pre- 
serviDg his people in the " faith once delivered to th3 
saints !" The' us and the we, in the above proclamation, 
decidedly prove this fundamental article of our most 
holy faith. And let ihe reader not fail to connect -with 
it the many other scriptures to the same amount. For 
it is the same us which said at the creation, " Let us make 
man in OUB image, afler oub likeness.''* The same us 
which, concerning the tower of Babel, said, " Let us go 
down.** The same us which our prophet heard in that 
vision, when he saw the glory of Christ, and heard ihe 
Holy Ghost speak, when he said, '^ Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?" For that this was Christ's 
glory, John the Evangelist declared. And that ihe Holy 
Ghost was the Almighty Creator, the Apostle Paul testi- 
fied. And it was the same us, which the Prophet Hosea 
hath recorded concerning the Lord's manifestation of 
Himself to the Patriarch Jacob at Bethel, where it is said, 
"That he spake with us, even the Lord God op Hosts; 
the Lord is his memoriaL''t And, to mention no more, 
the same of whom the Son of God himself spake, when 
He said, in promising«the imceasing presence of his Father, 
Himself, and the Holy Ghost, with his people, " We will 
come and make our abode ; and the Holy Ghost shall 
abide with you for ever." I would here ask, what can 
^ve comfort to the souls of the Lord's people, but the 
goings forth of the Lord to his people, in his Trinity of 

• GI«iL i. 26. t Hoeea adL 6. 
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Persons, in acts of personal communion with the saints 
of Grod in Christ Jesus ? Prom whence hath the Qmrch 
her very being, and her well-being? Is it not from the 
Hoi,T Three in One, which bear record in heaven? 
Was not the Church in Christ, chosen in Christ, by God 
the Father, before the foundation of the world ? And did 
not Christ then betroth the Church to himself for ever? 
And did not God the Holy Ghost anoint both Christ and? 
his people, by which, the head was called Christ, that is, the 
Anointed, and the Church had grace given to her in Christ 
befcMre the world began? And if from this foundation, 
this ocean of blessedness, the Church hath her bdng and 
well-being, from whence but from the same source can 
the Church derive health and salvation, to her continuing 
in that being, either in relation to the life that now is, or 
that which is to come ? 

What a world of attention is shown in the Scriptures 
by the Holy Three in One, to comfort the Church with 
assurances of the unalterable love, and grace, and favour, 
which Jehovah hath towards His Church, in those cotmcils 
and covenant transactions which are there related, going 
forth for the blessing of the Church ! The Bible is fiill 
of them, either in rehearsing of what was then said, or 
since done. We meet with those Divine discourses from 
the very opening of the Scriptures : ** Let us make man." 
" Behold, the man is become as one of ue." " Let us go 
down." And the personal acts of each in the Godhead — 
as if to define Person, and yet convey conviction to the 
people of God that the works of the Trinity are undivided 
— are so plainly set forth In many parts of the Old Testa- 
ment, but. more particularly in the New, that, like the 
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Brophet^s yision, lie '^ tbat runs may read** ihem. One of. 
the Fathers in the early centuries, of the name of Gerhard, 
m his comment upon thai blessed discourse of the I/ord 
J^sus Christ, in the sixteenth of St John's Gospel, where 
our Lord hath so particularly rehearsed the special and 
personal office of the Holy Three in One, calls it ^^ Sacra- 
tis^mus Consessus Trinitatis ;** that is, the most sacred 
sitting of the Trinity. I admire the expression, for sure 
it is the most blessed, the most precious and soul-satisfy- 
ing on this momentous truth, the imagination cap con- 
ceiv^ And it may be added, that when the regenerated 
child of Grod is at any time reading of it, imder the 
miction of the Holy Spirit, he can and will set his seal to 
the things there spoken, that Grod is true. He learns 
and believes the common interest the Father with the 
Son hath in all things ; and he is led to behold the Peiv 
son of Christ as glorified to his view, and to receive the 
things of Christ when thus shown to him by the Holy 
Ghostk And here it may be profitable to pause, and 
ocmsider how God has identified those Sacred records with 
Himsdif, by proo& of foreknowledge, and foreappoint* 
ments, establishing EQs own Sovereignty and character ; 
demanding firom dunghill idols to show '* what shall hap> 
<t>en, and to declare the things that are to come.** 

in proof ci this Divine prerogative, we need go no 
farther than those Scriptures. The Prophet Isaiah, for 
instance, lived more than seven hundred years before the 
c(»ning of Christ, and yet, under the spirit of Prophecy, 
he has drawn the features of character which mark the 
Person, Godhead, and Ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
so strikingly, that they appear more like a history of facts 
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already accomplislied, than of events wbicli were not to 
take place for so many centuries after. I stay not to 
particularize, for, in that case, I shoidd have to bring 
forward a great part of the Prophets writings. One or 
two instances in point wiU be sufficient. 

The Prophet Isaiah spake of Christ*s miraculous Incar- 
nation, of His birth, His nrinistiy, nriiades, and their 
e£Pects. He spake of His ordination and call by the 
Father, and of the meekness and mildness of His charac- 
ter, and the contempt and cruelties offered to His Person. 
And whoever compares these prophecies with the events 
in the life of Christ, will find his mind overwhelmed with 
conviction in the wonderful correspondence. Had the 
Prophet Isaiah stood on the banks of Jordan when Jesus 
was baptized, and beheld the *' Spirit descending like a 
dove and lighting upon Him,^* he could not have expressed 
the wonderful relation more accurately than he has done. 
Had he heard Christ preaching in the synagogue, he could 
not have described both the Divine Preacher, and the 
substance of His sermon, in more striking language than 
was done by him. And with what astonishment must 
every enlightened eye read the Prophet's narrative of the 
Lord's agony in the garden, and His sufferings at the hall 
of Pilate, and the hill of Calvary, where he beholds, 
almost word for word, the history of the whole as drawn 
by the Evangelists at such a remote period I * 

I solicit indulgence from the reader to allow me to 
bring forward, with all due submission, from Scripture, a 
few of the more leading points on this doctrine, from 
whence, under Divine teaching, we shall learn how essen- 
tial must be the goings forth of Jehovah in His Trinity of 
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l^ersons, in acts of personal communion Yriih His people, 
t>ofih for the Happiness of the life that now is, and of that 
^hich is to come. And if the Lord the Spirit guides the 
pen of him that writes, and instructs the hearts of those 
that read, the goings forth of the Lord to the souls of both 
in grace, will be followed with the lively actings of &ith ; 
and Grod, in His Trinity of Persons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, will in all things be glorified in Jesus Christ 
For here — ^the first and greatest of every other, and which 
is never to be lost sight of by the regenerated Church of 
,God — ^is the Divine glory. The very purpose for which 
Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons went forth in acts of 
creation, could be no other — ^Bis own glory. Here, as to 
one centre, every line is directed. To this, as in one 
current, all the streams of revelation meet This is, and 
must be, the first cause and final end of all things. And 
the song which the Evangelist John heard issuing fix)m 
the multitude round the throne, was in one full chorus 
to the same: "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power ; for thou hast made all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.*** 



CHAPTER VIL 

The Bon of Qod in our Natare the only visible Jehovah ; at tue same Uino 
the PuUio Bead and Surety of his People. 

I have been cdnsidering the greatest of all objects for 
which Jehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, called all things 
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into beixig ; ihe next 10 tike unto it, namely, that in tlie 
aooomplishinent of this glory of Jehovah in His Trinity of 
Persons, all the reyelations which He hath been pleased 
to make of Himself, have been, now afe, and Everlastingly 
will be, in the Person of His dear Son* For thus it is 
;written : ^' No man hath seen God at*any time ; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.*** Hence we have authority to con- 
elude, that the Son of God in our nature, *' Grod manifest 
in the flesh,** is the only visible Jehovah ; and in '' H^t" 
dwetlethall the fiilness of the Godhead bodily.** And as Se 
is the only visible Jehovah in His person, so is He declare 
to be the only medium of all communication. For thus 
stand the words in the charter of grace : '^ That in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of tune. He might gather together 
In one all things in C3u:ist**f This mighty Him, therefore, 
is the glorious Holy One, and medium of all manifesta- 
tion, and of all eommtmion with Jehovah in his Trinity 
of Persons, in all the departments of nature, providence, 
grace, and glory* I detain the reader for a moment to 
observe the grace, yea, the inejcpressible riches of grace^ 
shown the Church in this plan of making knowu the 
MTSTERY OF His WILL. Had Grod been pleased to have 
made a thousand worlds, ^nd in those worlds manifested 
ten thousand acts of grace daily to His people, the whole 
were nothing compared to the manifestations of Himself 
in the Person of His dear Son. All Grod's works are but 
the works of God ; but here is God Himself. 

I do not think it necessary to run back any further 
into the Eternal designs of Jehovah on this mysterious 

•lJolmi.l& 1 1 Eplios. i. 10. 
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subject, lihan metefy to observe^ diat while each glorious 
Person in the Grodhead took part in these Infinite trani* 
aotions, it was the Son of God in our nature, that, by thai 
union of God and man in one Person, became the execatoor 
and administrator of all those vast designi in the accom«^ 
j>lishment of theDivine counsel. And how Infiniteljsuited 
He, and Be alone, was for this work, will at once appear 
if we contemplate the Almightiness of His Person, unddr 
those two points of chairacter, when combined in one: 
** In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhbab bodilj.^ 
And on him the '^ Lord laid the iniquity of us alL'' Such 
an union, meeting in one and the same person, dassde 
the spiritual eye as we behold ; and, without adding a 
single observation more, compel the mind into the most 
palpable conviction of the competency of Hun by whom 
the Sovereign acts ascribed to Him were wrought And 
*' without controversy, great is the mysteiy of godliness i 
God was manifest in the flesh.''* 

But we must not stop here. The Son of God commg 
forth for the salvation of His people, as the Prophet 
Habakkuk describes Him, came with all that Infinite M^ 
ness and suitability, beiag Divinely fitted fcr all the pur^ 
p6ses of His mission. His essential and Eternal Power a&d 
Grodhead being His own, in common vriih the Father and 
the Holy Ghost, in the unity of the Divine nature, gave 
Infinite dignity and Infinite value to all He said, to all He 
wrought, to all He suffered. All indeed were the oom^ 
bined acts of the iadwelliag Grodhead in the body a£ flesh 
which He assumed ; when, as the Holy Ghost hath hem 
graciously pleased to express the manrelloas telatioii bf 

*f TIm.m.16. 
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the pen of the Apostle John, '^ The Wobd was made fle&b^ 
and dwelt among ns.^ ** And we,** says the same Evai^: 
gelist, " beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotteilP 
of the Father, full' of grace and truth.'** Here, theare^- 
fore, we behold somewhat, when our spiritual apprehenr^ 
sions are excited, and called forth by Sovereign grace to 
spiritual discernment, of the person of Christ. And 
though all we can see and know in the present twilight <^ 
our being, is but as '^ through a glass darkly,** yet, through 
Divine teaching, we can and do trace the stamp of GrOD- 
HEAi> in all the manifestations of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They bore every one of them the current coin of Heaven^ 
They were all piure, like the richest gold, without th^ 
least alloy; and so Infinitely precious and invaluable,? 
when ascertained in the Divine balance, as to weigh down 
even the possibility of equal remuneration to His body 
the Church to all Eternity. 

I shall not stay to gather from the Holy Scriptures, the 
statement there given of the marvellous plan by which 
the Lord of Life and Glory accomplished the vast pur^ 
poses for which He became Incarnate. This, howeveT 
blessed and interesting it is in itself, cannot be brought 
within the limits of this little work: but one part of it 
must not be overlooked; and a precious part it is, because 
it is indeed the grand consideration, on which basis the 
destruction of death, and the introduction of life and im- 
mortality, in relation to .the Church, and our personal 
interest therein, rest all their security. I mean, that in 
all those mighty works of grace, the Lord Jesus acted not 
as a private Person, but as a public Head and Surety 
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of all His people. The very assumption of our nature 
hflplied as much ; and the Volume of both Testaments of 
Scripture decidedly confirmed it Hence, when it is said 
** that He put away sin by the sacrifice of himself/' the sins 
He put away were the sins of His people : " For he was 
made sin for us, who knew no sin ; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him."* When He 
'* redeemed us fix)m the curse of the law, it was in being 
made a curse for us.'*'}' Both the sin and the curse were 
charged upon Christ, as the Head and Surety of His Church 
and people. And being laid on Him^ consequently they 
were taken yrom us'^ioron both they could not be charge- 
able. This is the very mm and substance of the Gospel ; 
the groundwork of faith ; *' the nail, fiistened by the Mas- 
ter of assemblies," on which the whole of salvation hangs. 
And in the perfect conviction and assurance that our 
dear Lord personated all His people in every act, both of 
doing and suffering, all our high hopes of salvation and 
happiness are bottomed. ■ And hence, in all His triumphs, 
we triumph ; in all His victories, He giveth us the victory. 
By virtuje of our union with Him, we are virtually con- 
sidered in Him, and in what He has wrought, as if the 
whole had been wrought by ourselves. For as the Church 
of God, in every individual, and collectively considered, 
are said to be members of His body, of His flesh, and of 
His bones, so is He said to be the '^ Head over aU things to 
the Church, which is His body ; the fulness of Him that 
fiUeth an in all."} 

• 2 Cor. V. 21. t OaI- iU. 13* t ISphes. i. 22, 23. 



40 TBB DTXNa PIXXOW.' 



CHAPTER Vllt 

' The Union md Cknnmiinion of Cltrlit and Ua V^moen^ tlu Sbuzce oi an- 

Blee^edneas. 

^ I pass on in those leading points of the doctrines of 
grace, to the relation in which the Chtirch stands to God 
m Christ, being *' chosen in Him before the fbnndatioa of 
the world."* Here, indeed, as far as conoems the Churchy 
the goings forth of Jehovah are eminently sweet and 
blessed; insomuch as all acts of personal commnnioa 
which He hath with His Church in Christ, aiiseth out of 
this union which the Church hath with God in Christ; 
and is at the bottom of all the blessedness to the people 
of God, both in the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come. The Son of Grod, taking our nature into union 
with His Divine nature, opened the way for what the 
Holy Ghost, by the Apostle John, calls " fellowship with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Chiist." In confir«* 
mation of this glorious truth of our most holy £dth, ve 
have the xmited testimony of the Holt Three in One, 
which bear record in heaven. God the Father thus 
proclaims His fellowship with His dear Son in our nature^ 
when, by the Prophet Zechariah, he calls him, '^ The man. 
that is my fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts." And God 
the Holy Ghost, by the Apostle Paid, testifieth to thet 
Church's interest in the same, when he saith, *' God ia 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." And God the Son 
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most blessedly gives His sanction to the same ; y^ a&cl 
adds to it this precious assurance, that the love each 
glorious Person in the Grodhead hath to the Church in 
Christ, is not only shown by this fellowship into which 
^e Church is brought by her union with Christ, but also 
that it is the good will and pleasure of Jehovah in His 
Trinily of Persons, that this fellowship shall be made 
known and enjoyed by the Lord's people when brought 
into a state of regeneration. '' At that day,** says Jesus, 
*' ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, 
and I in you." And let it not for a moment be over'- 
looked or forgotten, that this choice of the Church in 
€hrist is for the express purpose of imion and communion 
with Himself. ** Jehotah hath chosen Jacob imto him- 
self, and Israel for his peculiar treasure."* *^ Know that 
the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for himself"'}' 
^' Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ unto himself."J Observe the manner of 
expression — ^to Himself Not to kingdoms or empires ; 
not to worldly wisdom or knowledge; not simply to 
ordinances or means of grace ; no, nor even to the hap- 
piness or blessedness of heaven ; for heaven itself, with 
all the holiness and happiness of Eternity, are but the 
fruits and effects of this choice of the Church in Christ 
Jesus by Jehovah, which is the cause. " This people," 
says the Lord, " have I formed for myself;" here is the 
cause; — "they shall show forth my praise;" here is the 
^ect Oh, how truly blessed the relationship in which 
we are brought to Jehojirah in EBs Trinity of Persons, from 
our being called to the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ! 

* Pa. cxzzr. 4. t Pb> !▼• d. t Epbes. 1. 5. 
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And what aa inconceiy£(];>le blessedness in those expresr 
slons of our Lord, when speaking of this union in Hi^ 
prayer to his Father, '^ That they all may be one, as thou^ 
Father art in me, and I in thee ; that they all may be 
one in ns/'* One in us:-^not only one with Christ, and 
one in Christ, but hereby brought into union with the 
Father— one with its. And, as it was observed in the 
foregoing paragraph, that all revelations are in Hue — 
this mighty Him — so here aU. union and communion the 
Church of Grod is brought into, is with us — ^this mighty 
us. 

In these leading points of the doctrines of grace, 
one should never be lost sight of by the people of God, 
namely, that His choice of them is personal. Every 
individual member of Christ's mystical body is such from 
being chosen, and personally chosen in Him. Gk>d the 
Father himself is said in His own Person to have chosen 
them. The Holy Ghost, by the Apostle Paul, stating this 
concerning the Church, says, " Of whom the whole family 
in heaven and earth is named." And the Son of God, 
under the spirit of Prophecy, saith to the same amount in 
one of the Psalms, " In thy book all my members were 
written, wHch in continuance were fashioned, when as 
yet there was none of them."f What an overwhelming 
view of Divine love is here opened to the Church of the 
living God, when once by regeneration, and the teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, the child of God is led to see 
where he is, and to whom he belongs ! And this choice 
bemg personal, proves that it is not for an3rthing lovely 
in the object of God's choice, but wholly the result of 

* John xtIL 21. T P>* czzzix. 16. 
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bis own Sovereign will and pleasure. Grod is not moved 
bj anything in His people to make choice of them ; for it 
is withont regard to deservings or nndeservings. It is 
our persons, not our state or circumstances, nor for 
anything in us to recommend, or any grace hereafter to 
be ^ven to us to recommend. The Sovereignty of God 
is hereby fully demonstrated, in that it acts solely from 
Himself, and from nothing out of Himself. '* I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious. " This is the unal- 
terable language of God. So that the persons of the 
Lord's people are chosen in Christ, and that without 
T^ard to merit or demerit, being '' chosen in Christ before 
the world began." 

From these particulars, which may be considered as 
so many leading points in the doctrines of grace, — ^and the 
very first principles in these doctrines concerning the Per- 
sons in Trinity, — ^the regenerated Church of Christ, under 
Divine teaching, may be led to the same conclusion, 
namely, that Grod, in acts of personal communion with 
his people in Christ, is, and must be, the only source of 
all blessedness to his people, both in the " life that now is, 
and in that which is to come.** And as each glorious 
F£BSOK hath, in a most plain and palpable manner, shown 
His own Sovereign act in all that relates to the Church, 
in proof of that distinctness, while the whole form the 
imdivided will, purpose, and pleasure of the Holy Trinity; 
the Church of God in Christ is enabled, through Divine 
teaching, to receive the several tokens of Father, Son^ 
and Holy Ghost, and to go forth in acts of &ith, love, 
and praise, to each glorious Person, and to aU, as the 
one, undivided. Holy Trinity. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I 

The Acts of JelioTah in His Trinitj of F«noiis manifest bj the Woi^ of Hbm 
Holy Spirit to the Chuich— equsllj Interested, and alike Blessed. 

I would now consider, that the sonroe of all blessed-^ 
ness to the children of God aiiseth, and must arise, from 
the goings forth of God in his Trinity of Persons, in acts 
of personal communion with His people in Christ ; as is 
evident from the following considerations :— That in the 
"most sacred sitting of the Holy Trinity," as one calls it, 
when in those ancient settlements of Eternity, €rod ptu^ 
posed to go forth in acts of creation, and to raise up a 
Church for His glory ; each glorious Person took part in 
that vast design, and adopted this most gracious purpose 
of making each distinctly to be known to the individtial 
members of Christ's m3rstical body. God the Father 
diose to be rerealed, as choosing, adopting, and accept- 
ing the Church in His dear Son. And God the Son no 
less endeared himself to the affections of His people, by 
marrying the persons of His people, and redeeming theoi 
from the Adam-fall transgression by His blood. And 
the promise of God the Holy Ghost became manifested, 
in anointing both head and members, and regenerating 
the Lord's people, when " dead in trespasses and sin," to ft 
new and spiritual life in Christ. And nothing can more 
folly testify the sense and apprehension in wHch Jehovah, 
in his Trinity of Persons, would have these acts of tibe 
Godhead considered and accepted by the Lord's people^ 
than having appointed that the Church, in every in- 
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4ividual member, should be baptized into the joint namci, 
9nd be blessed by the joint blessing, of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, So palpable a testimony can need no 
iiirther eyidence ; that as the whole Persons in the God- 
head, and each, have taken eqval parts in the Covenant 
of grace as relating to the Chnrch ; so the whole and 
.^ach are to have equal glory; and all and every regener- 
Itted child of God is to find blessedness in communication 
^m each, ^d the returns of actings of &ith, and love, 
,aad praise with each and all^ in grace, love, and glory 
hereafter. 

The goings forih of Jehovah ia unceasing acts of 
graoe, to the highly •favoured objects of Divine love, 
"' ohosen in Christ before the world began,^' become the 
bigbest assuiwces of the gracious designs of Jehovah in 
bift Trinity of Persons in this matter. The Word of God 
is full of the tenderest expressions to this amount, from 
eibpb mid all the Persons in the Godhead. Hence aU 
the ads of God the Father to his Church in Christ, are 
figreeable to this t^ider appellation. He first becomes 
our Father, having adopted the Church in Christ as 
children to I£mself, and then manifests his Fatherly love 
m endless love-tokens tfs our Father. He is specially 
and personally called the '* Father of lights," the ^'Father of 
glory,'* the "Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;" 
aa if, and which is indeed the case, as a Father he begets all 
those, and eveiy other blessing as his children need ; yea, 
they come from Himself, and are a part of Himself, for he 
niot only communicates every blessing, but is Himself the 
blessing. He makes liis chosen in Christ part of Himself, 
from having taken them into imion "Nvith Himself in 
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Christ ; so that liaving made himself over to them, and 
making all their concerns his, every day, -and all the 
day, He is going forth in communion and fellowship, and 
^blessing them with all spiritual blessings, in heavenljr 
places,' in Christ Jesus."* 

In like manner of God the Son, all the tenderness of 
His love are personal The very purpose for which He 
took our nature, was to open and to keep up a oontimiied 
intercourse, communion, and fellowship with His people. 
And in that twofold nature, God and man in one Person, 
He is eminently qualified to go. forth in acts of personal 
communion every moment For as man. He knows and 
feels what our nature is by His own ; and as God, He 
hath all the power and grace of God to commtmioajte 
what is needful for ever. And thus, by being "Head of 
His body the Church, he is the fulness which filleth aU 

in alL^'t 

And in relation to the manifestation of <jod the Holy 
Ghost, all and every act of love and grace from the Per- 
son of the Father, and the Person of the Son, to tbe 
Church in Christ, in the sweet and full enjoyment of 
them, become the immediate work of the Person of the 
Holy Ghost He is the great spring of all spiritual life 
and enjoyment; of all spiritual blessings, in first giving 
the Church an apprehension of the Father's love and the 
Son's grace, and then sweetly directing the soul He hath 
wanned with that knowledge into lively actings of &iih 
upon both, so as to open, and keep open, holy communion 
and fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. There is a particular glory in that verse of 

* Eplies. i. 3. t Ephes. L 23. 
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Setipture, and I have often found a blessedness in it, in 
which the Lord Jesus, speaking of the Holy Ghost^ saith, 
'^' He shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall 
hear, that shall he speak."* And how beautifully do 
all regenerated children of God prove this in all their 
instances of prayer, when, from having made intercession 
in our hearts according to the will of God, we '' know the 
things that are freely given to us of Grod I" And I have no 
less often found a peculiar loveliness in the Holy Ghost 
being called the Comforter. For in the exercise of thi» 
office, the Church receives all the comforts in the Cove- 
nant God our Father is called, and is indeed, the Grod 
<6f all comfort And God the Son is in himself the whole 
'Consolation of Israel But He who emphatically is called 
the Comforter, is God the Holy Ghost-, to whose efficient 
ministry id personally committed to bring home and apply 
all the Father's comforts, and all the Son's consolations,- 
in the souls of His people. 

If I trespass one moment longer, it shall be to observe, 
that the whole Church of Christ are all equally interested, 
and all equally blessed, in those goings forth of Jehovah 
in his Trinity of Persons, in communion with His people. 
However different in age or stature, however disdn- 
guishedin gifts or attainments, the ** household of &ith," 
when brought into a state of regeneration, is the same ; 
and to every one is given grace according to the measure 
of the gift of Christ"'!' ^^ therefore, as the Apostle 
John speaks, whether Others, or young men, or little 
duldren, all are equally near and dear to Jehovah in 
his Trinity of Persons; and should daily study, imder 

* John xvL 1& t Ephes. iy. 7. 
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Divine tenching, to estiinate the Lord*s manifestations 
towards them, not by the largeness of the gift, but bj 
the largeness of the love which acoompanieth it I ha^e 
found it good sometimes to be straitened in myself, that 
I might better know, when I am enlarged, that I am 
enlarged in the Lord. Old disciples in the school of 
Christ, like the Others the Apostle John speaks of^ who 
have <' known Him that is from the beginning," are careful 
to trace every renewed manifestation up to the Eternal 
source from whence all blessings flow, namely, the Ever- 
lasting love of Jehovah, which first gave Christ, and all 
things with Him. And this connected view of Eternity 
with time, in relation to mamfestations, brings all who 
are thus taught of God, to what the Apostle John calls 
them — ^fathers. Now, the sweetness and value of such Di> 
vine things are not so generally known, and consequently 
are not practised, by scholars less advanced. And the 
young men, the Apostle so caUs, who are said to be strong, 
are the Timothys the Apostle Paul speaks of — ^' strong 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus," for there is strengtli 
in no other. But the little ones are equally beloved| 
and are frequently said also to have known the Father, 
£>r, being regenerated, thear sns are forgiven fiar His 
name's sake. But it may be said» perhaps, the attain- 
ments of these little ones are so slender, that they are frie- 
quently at a loss to give an ^'answer to any one who asketh 
of the hope that is in them.** Be it so. But let sudi 
little ones recoUect, it is not their attainments, but the 
Lord's grace ; not what is wrought in them, but what ia 
wrought for them. Jehovah's communicati(»i to Hia 
people in his Tiinity of Persons, is not their commimica* 
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4$on td fi&ku A 'baibe ia Qirist, like the babe in natux^ 
desires ^^ the axieere milk of <the wcqmS, ibat he may grow 
thereby/ And how doth the babe i^ the breast testify 
his delight in this food? Not by reason, but by appetite; 
not by what others take, but by what he enjoys : and 
'* having tasted that the Lord is gracious,*' he hangs satis- 
fied at the " breasts of consolation." 

May the Lord the Holy Spirit irisit His Church with 
.acts of personal conununion, and His eyes be ever upon 
it, as v[p(m Jadea of old. Aiid if tike hard be pleased 
to give the savour of His grace to this production, and 
m. «)netioii fixam the I/xrd accompanying the reading of 
it to His people, the design is accompHshed. Nev» can 
a icka^d of God be too earnest, in all lus attendances on 
the several means of ^grace, to discover in all this savour 
6:qxi9l Jehovah. It is among the mainy melaneholy signs 
•ef the present awM times, that* Lead knowledge sup- 
^eth the place of heart influence; and amidst the 
lacr^sed and increasing tide of general profession^ the 
waiterB of the sanctuary run low* Let it be particularly 
lk>tioed, there is a way of preaching Chrislv or writing of 
Chikl;, and in which many of the great truths of the 
Gospel may be delivered, and yet, af acquired only in 
nature^s school, and received by natural men, however 
promising it may appear, inward decays manifest the 
lifelessness of the principles, as consumptive persons 
sometimes have very florid countenances. 

Spintual truths can only be zeeeived spiritually. 
Nature, in her highest elevation^ is but nature stilL And 
a.vegenerated child of God myanifests more of that Sove- 
reign work of grace upon his soul, by those simple acts 
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of spiritual life, than all the sermons aad books of unrei* 
generate men ; namely, that the incomings of grace, and 
the goings forth of Mth in him, are all spiritual. 



CHAPTER X* 

fl 

The Children of God witnesses for Him. — God demanding an audience from 
his Cxeatores : his Challenge proclaimed.— The Work of Begeneration in 
contradistinction to a Professional Name. 

Here let us make a pause, and consider that it is no 
small' token of Divine love, when from Divine teaching 
the child of God is enabled to bless God, for what €rod 
is in Himself, independent of what he has done, and is 
doing, and will to all Eternity do, for His people. Such 
a frame of mind can only come from Grod, because it 
leadeth to God, and manifests great grace given of the 
Lord. And we axe warranted from Scripture to say- 
that God is weU pleased, when at any time his children, 
from the sweet influences received from Him in their 
hearts, can, and do, ^' bless the Lord in all places of 
His dominion." ,The Lord takes it kind when they put 
their hearty amen to His glory. For so the Lord saith 
liimself — " Whoso offereth praise, glorifieth me." 

But the child of God adds another sweet note to his 
hymn of praise, when, in contemplation of the Lord's 
goodness to his Israel, he celebrates the love-tokens of 
God in his song, and saith, ^' The Lord taketh pleasure 
in His people, and beautifieth the meek with salvation.*^* 

• Ps. cxlix. 4. 
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Here tibe children of Grod, in their hallelujahs, are said 
to '^ sing aloud upon their beds, and the high praises of 
God are in their moutL** 

And yet higher and louder still the note of praise 
swells in their song, when, from the same Divine source^ 
they are enabled to become witnesses for Grod in the 
midst of a ^' crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
they shine as lights in the world, holding forth the word 
of life.:* 

Perhaps this is among the highest dignities to which 
any of God*s children can be exalted, during the time* 
state of the Church upon eartL And it is as distinguished 
as it is honourable, when the Lord makes his chosen ones 
to be his witnessing ones, amidst these pestilent seasons, 
when infidels swarm like hornets in the corrupt atmo^ 
sphere. And beyond all doubt, nothing tends to demon- 
strate the Sovereignty of Grod in more striking characters^ 
than when the Lord thus accompHsheth the purposes of 
His will, in producing great events by slender means, 
and choosing " foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise, and weak things of the world to confound th^ 
things which are mighty." f For this is what, in the im- 
equalled majesty of Holy Scripture, is called, '* taking the 
wise in their own craftiness." God is there said to *' frus- 
trate the tokens of the liars, and make the diviaers mad; 
to turn wise men backward, and make their knowledge 
fooHsh."J 

Holy Scripture aboimds with instances of the kind; 
but, perhaps, in none more than in that sublime part of 
the Word of Grod, where the Lord is represented as 

• rhilip. iL 16i 16, t 1 Cor- 1. 2T. $ la. xUv. 25. 



feomiBg fortk to macdfest His self-existeiice and Sotb^ 
teigBtjr, cUfitingiiished , from all creat¥ure idob* Uad^ 
the similitude of a tribunal of judioatuare, JehQvah appeal^ 
as convening an assembly, and demaading an audience 
^m lus creatures* JiCen have l^ir courts of juati<^ 
and <jod will have Ma. And as in these transactions 
among men, the opeDing of aU trials is introduced with, a 
proclamation, where all persons interested are required 
to attend ; so the Lord of Hosts wiU not be outdcme bj 
has creatmres, in granting both time and opportunity for 
a &ir hearing, but will both summons an auditory, and 
command attention* Yea, God will be heard and acknaw- 
iedged too; fer the knee that will noit bend to the sce|>tre 
»i His graoe^ shall break under the iron hand of His jus- 
tice* And the Lord himself thus makes prodamatioa in 
-open court : '^ Bring forth the blind people that have 
eyes, and the deaf that have ears ; let aU the nations be 
gathered together, and let the people be assembled. Who 
amoi^ them can declare this, and showois former things? 
Xfit them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be 
justified ; cr let them hear^ and say it is truth* Ye are 
my witnesses, saith ihe Lord, and my servant whom. I 
harve cshosen."* 

Let the reader figxire to himself suoh an assembly. 
Let his imagination bring before him (if the thought be 
not too Tast for the hxmtian mind to grasp), not a court 
on this earth, where a few himdreds or a few thousands 
may somethnes be crowded together, but where millions 
upon millions are brooght — even all the human race, that 
ever have be^ or ever shall be, in aU ages of the world. 

. •l8.zliiL8-10. 
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Let t^ read^ h&re his mind alto de^Iy impiiddsed iritli 
Ihe awfiilnefls of fiuieh a scene, wbere every indivitckuiil i« 
a£ke intei^ealeet in the evetit, and all awaitijag the tsolebm 
deeisioii from €k>d. A tribional^ sot where isaa is 6p^ 
posed to man, but where the in&del of evevj desoriptioii 
and character i» confronted befere Godk Not whe^ 
human opinion hath the least avail, and where bad actioiKi 
are sometimes vamished over with a fair colouring ; but 
where Dirine judgment becomes the onlj standai'd ; 
where erery charaet^ is MthfuUj and full/ deTdk)ped 
and made known ; and where a soknm^ final, and irre^ 
versible sentence, determines the Everlasting state of alL 
Let the reader have his mind frdly occupied ill the con- 
templation of these things $ and th^i let him figure to 
himself the Judge of all the earthy proclaiming his Al« 
mi^ty power, in l^ese solemn words^ as recorded in the 
Scriptures: *' Produce your cause, saith the Lord. Bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let 
them bring hiih^ and shew vs what shall happen: let 
them shew the former things what they be, that we may 
consider them, and know the latter end q£ them; or 
declare us things to come. Shew the things that are t^ 
come hereai^, that we may know that ye are gods; ye% 
do good or do evil, that v^e may be dismayed, and behold 
it together.'^* 

Here then is the proclamation of JehoTah. lb the 
issue of things spoken of, the Lord condeseends to rest 
the deeidon of his own Divine charaetef. He subpoeneth 
akcr, by way of eonfirmation to the whole, the ^/ blind that 
hare e^es, tod the deaf duit have eaxsi" and aaiib of 

«IgiuxIL2t^2S. 
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i(iem,^'Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord; aad mjr 
tervant whom I have chosen.''* . Let the reader ponder 
well these things; and then let him conceive (for language 
&ils to express), what the final issue /cannot but be, the 
Everlastmg confusion which must overwhehn the infidel; 
and the Everlasting joy which will burst forth fi:om every 
heart, in the vast assembly of the true beHevers in 
Christ. 

That Christ, as Mediator, is both the diosen servant 
and witness of Jehovah, is too plain to need observation. 
Lideed, it is one of His most precious names: the " Amen, 
the faithfiil and true Witness.*' This branch of my sub> 
ject would admit of most imboimded enlargement : my 
province here is to speak of the Lord^s people as His 
witnesses. And here much remaios to be said. For 
though, in the first face of things, it should seem self- 
evident that such only can bear testimony of Grod who 
have received testimony ^(w» God, yet it may be proper 
to remark, who are not witnesses for God, before we fer- 
ther consider those that he. 

And here, without, going over much ground in the 
inquiry, it is obvious, at one view, that they can be no 
witnesses for Grod who are ignorant of Him. For, as it 
is said concerning Israel of old, ^' all are not Israel that 
are of Israel ;" so now, all are not Christians who are 
called Christians. Thousands are reputedly so, for no 
bther reason but because they were bom imder the 
meridian of Christianity. And had the same persons 
been bom in Turkey, fix>m the same principle they would 
hsLYe been Turks. Such things constitute no real char- 
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iftster. It is hot the birth of nature, but that of grace; 
not a natural, but a spiritual birth yrhich makes the 
CSiristian. Our Lord himself, in five words, hath de- 
cidedly shown this, when he saith, "Ye must be bom 
again." 

' It would excite a smile, if the subject was not too 
serious, to behold the seeming zeal with which numbers 
are hastening at the present day to convert others; 
many of whom, it is sadly to be feared, were never con- 
verted themselves ; and to hear the indignation expressed 
by many against infidels, who, as ^ as relates to any 
saving work of grace upon their own souls, are no less 
infidels under a different bearing. All such denominated 
Christians, are Christians upon system. Their creed is 
derived fix)m their fathers, or the effects of habit or 
education. Sudi men act upon similar principles to 
what is related of one of the Emperors of Morocco, who 
said, in compHment to one of our ambassadors, that if 
he had now his religion to choose, he certainly would 
be a Christian; and at the same time added, " every man 
ought to Hve and die in the religion of his ancestors.'* 

Such notions are not worth combating. Indeed I have 
nothing to do with them. They are too plain to need a 
comment ; none of these descriptions can be witnesses 
for God. For, being strangers to Him, strangers to 
themselves, and to the plague of their own heart ; having 
never had any manifestations from God, or communion 
with Him, the utmost extent of their testimony, if th^ 
attempted to give any, would be no more than a hear- 
say account, borrowed from another man's knowled^^ 
and not their own ; which is like the knowledge our 
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litde chilclreB frame of the world, from the qtiestioiut; 
and answers of schoot4)eoks^ or from the dissecting and' 
bringing tc^gether maps. So that, wheflier men of this ' 
complexion write for, or speak for, or against, the trutik 
of God 'j whether one sends forth what he calls the Ag^. 
of Iteason, to destroy Revelation ; or another writes in 
defence an Apology lor the !^ble, when; no apcdogy^ 
except for himself, is wanted ; whether men, who neves . 
felt any saving evidence of the grace of Christ upon their 
own hearts, gather what they call Evidenees of Chri»- 
tianity, for the supposed benefit of others: aE are oae- 
and the same, equally dark and ignorant of all spiritual 
knowledge. Their viewa are wholly derived from nature^ 
and end in the same. And as nothing, according ta 
their own principles of philosophy, can, rise above it» 
level; so the Word of Grod would have told them, GoukL 
they have understood it, that what begins in man, will 
never lead to God. One verse of Scripture silenoeth 
the whole — ^'The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, lor they are feoHshness unto hku;. 
neither can he know them, because they are spirituallj 
discerned.''* 

But if aH such be not witnesses for God, the questanMk 
is, who are ? And this the Lord himself answers, namely^ 
the blind to whom the Lord hath givai sqpiritual sight ; 
and the deaf, whose ears the Lord has spiritually ua- 
stopped. That is you, yes you, if so be you have " tasted 
the Lord is gradous.** The "" &ith of God's elect,'' differ 
both in cause and effect from all the learning in thci 
world. It is not natural, but spiritual| not kamed hy 

♦1 Cor. 11,14. ; 



Ilmnaii teaching, but cLiidne ; not merited,, bnt given* li 
is one, the simplest in its ei^s^ aad yet the greatest in 
its cause, of all principles whaterer. As to its caus^^ 
llie same power which was necessary to raise Christ horn 
the dead, is as necessaiy to rabe the sinner " dead in trea* 
passes and nns.** And as to its e£[ects-^when the object 
cdT Divine lore is quickened into new and spiritual hfe^ 
it is as natural for him to hve upon God, and to God^ 
and with God by &ith, as it is for the new-born child in 
nature to breathe and movB, and do the actions of hh^ 
Reader, hath such an act of saving grace passed upon 
your soul ? then will you yourself know that you are 
one of God's vdtnesses ; *' for the Spirit witnesseth to 
your spirit, that you are a child of God."* As to your 
attainments, whether th^ are small or great^-^-whether 
weak or strong — these make no alteration in your spirit* 
ual state before Grod. Bdng made a partaker of tiie 
Divine nature hi Christ, you are a witness fbor Christ. 
Ihe safety of God's little ones doth not ebb and fiow 
according to the tide of their feelings. He that is taught- 
of Grod the Spirit his own nothingness, and Christ's all* 
sufficiency, is as truly a witness for Gk)d, as an Apostle 
or a Patriarch ; and Hke the man we read of in the 
Gospel who was bom blind, and whose eyes Jesus opene<^ 
who only could say, *' One thing I know, that whereas I 
was blind, now I se6 i^'\ he finds his mind q)ened, and 
his spiritual faculties at times enlarged, so that he is led 
into some views of Christ, such as make Him gloriouv 
to his mind, precious to his heart, and high in his 
estimation. Hereby he is carried out into free and reak 
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communion with BSm, and is led by the Holy Spirit to ' 
open his heart freely unto Him. He blesses him for His 
great and Everlasting salvation; and crowns Him with 
his praises, for His complete and finished salvation. The . 
Holy Spirit is pleased to open the mind to an inward, 
spiritual, and right apprehension of the essential truths . 
of the "Everlasting Grospe^" so that they have a distinct 
place in the mind; and they are by this means realized 
in the heart, will, and affections, and to the spiritual, 
senses of the new man, which is " renewed in knowledge 
after the image of Him that created him."* He finds aa 
inward outgoing of heart towards the Lord, in loving 
Him for his great love to him, and the greatness and 
perfection of his salvation; and has thus real fellowship 
with Christ ; and by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, 
he is " filled with all joy and peace in believiag.'* Some- 
limes this is without any sensible comfort, and some- 
times accompanied with imspeakable consolation; so 
that he is led out to express himself in holy admiration 
and thanksgiving to .the Eternal Three towards him, and. 
manifested to the elect fiunily of Christ 

May the Lord give grace to the reader of these lines 
to be a witness for Him on earth, as He himself is the 
'* Amen, the fidthful and true Witness," both in earth and 
in heaven. And when the hand that now writes, and 
the eye that now reads, shall have both ceased their 
offices, the Word of thelx>rd, which endureth for ever, 
wiU still proclaim of the blind eyes He hath opened, and 
the deaf ears He hath unstopped — " Te are my witnesses,, 
saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen.**! 

*Cp]oa.U1.10.; tIn.zIiU.8Hia. 
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CHAPTER XL 

The good will and pleunre of JehoTahy prooeeding firom Himself oenterlng 

in Ub People. 

1 would seek mercy from the Lord to follow up the 
subject with another intimatelj comiected with it — ^that 
all the acts of grace in Jehovah towards his chosen in 
Christ, who are witnesses to his truth and faithfulness, 
are the sole result of His will ; so they are no less his 
pleasure. One Scripture very graciously saith, "The 
Lord taketh pleasure in his people ; He will beautify the 
meek with salvation.^* And another Scripture, as if the 
Lord himself would thereby confirm the formei, thus 
speaks: " Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good; 
and I will plant them in this land assuredly with my 
whole heart, and with my whole souL^f And it was not 
without an eye to the same precious truths, that we find 
the Lord, the Holy Ghost, by His servant the Apostle, 
when declaring to the Church the love of God, in those 
acts of Sovereign grace, in choosing, adopting, and 
accepting the Church in Christ,, before the foundation of 
the world, ascribes the whole to the same source : being 
according to the good pleasure of His wUl ; and again 
repeating the same, being " according to His good plea* 
sure, which He purposed in himself'' 

Let the reader consider one moment the blessedness 
of such declarations from Jehovah. Surely, from this 
statement, and given as it is by the Lord himself, it 

*Ps.exlIx.4. tJer.xzxU.41. 



must and will imdemablj follow^ that all the gifls and 
graces bestowed upon the Church, are but so many 
fruits and effects resulting tccm Jehovah^ pleasure. 
Hence, what we receive is not from anything in us, 
but from the Lord's good wilL For what is wrought in 
us, is from the love and pleasure in Him ; yea, our 
happiness is not the frrst and predii^oaing cause; but 
His pleasure. And the TBry effects wrought in our 
hearts by the Lord aHse out of this causey in coming 
from the Lord ; so that if we lore Him, it is because He 
&*st loved us ; if we bless Him, it is because He hath 
first blessed uSr All begins in Bjb pleasure, and aSk 
reverts back s^ain to His pleasure ; as the rivers of the 
earth flow from the ocean, and cease not unlil they poor 
themsdres into the same bosom. The conchtaion, there- 
fore, is plain : the L^d's pleasure being in His people, is 
the sole cause of their happiness in Him f and this is Oie 
culminating point of a& blessedness to His people, both 
during the time-state of grace here, and the Eternal state 
of glory hereafter. 

And if the Lord shall be pleased to ^ve an imofcioKi to 
the word of His grace, which I most humbly implore by 
the nmustry of these Knes, so as to niake inanifest th»r 
Divine truths in the heart of any of His children, it 
will open to a subject c^ the sweetest and most sool^ 
refreshing nature. For, by learning to trace all oar 
blessings to the fountaiD-*head of blessings— <%>nnectiz^ 
our present mercy, be it what it may, widi the source 
c^ that and every other mercy, in Everlasting love; and 
all blended with Jehovah's pleasure-^we bring in the 
Divine SoYcreignty to crown aU with his unceasing 
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Iblfessinig. Aikd we tbien discoTer ihat e^eiry efv^nti and 
erery minute cireumstoaoe coimeGted with that extent, 
m relatiou to the LoihI^s people, comes to us from the 
.good will £md pleasi^re of our Lard. So that our being 
Au Chriaty said our weU-heing in CShiist, hath this seal 
4i^on it, being founded and farmed in the Loird's plea- 
liure. For what ibe Lord said to Mosee, personally con- 
^dered aa to himself is m effect said no less to all the 
LQrd% people, each for hisiiself: ^'Thou ha$t found grace 
in mj sight, and I know thee by name." Observe, it i^ 
AOt said that the ILord found grace in Moses ; but that 
JCoses found grace in the Lord. Not any m^t then, 
ttcir any foreseen medt herea^^ to be found in man ; 
but grace found in the Lord, and from the pleasure of 
llie Lord, And the more this wonderM sulject is 
pondered, and studied by the Lord^s people under His 
teaohiug, the more palpable and clear will be the con- 
elusion, that all God*« tendencies of grace, mercy, and 
peace, bestowed upon his people, wholly xesult from His 
own good pleasure which he taketh in them ; and as 4he 
Scripture most blessedly expresseth it, all is according 
to the ^' good pleasure of His will, and according to His 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself.'* 

And let me add this one observation more, namely, if 
the child of God be led by Him, in a scriptural and 
spintual appFeheoBion of this Divine truth, and be kept 
in the daily enjoyment of it, as of one sure and invari- 
able fixed principle; it will tend to open, and keep 
open, a source of unceasing confidence and peace in the 
Lord, to counteract all surrounding circumstances of 
evil, which the godly meet with in this sinful, sorrow- 
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fid world. The principle itself being founded in God 
and God^s good pleasure, bath nothing depending for its 
accomplishment in the will of man. It riseth, therefore, 
above all created excellency— above anything and every- 
thing in the mere creature ; yea, it transcends heaven 
and all the felicities of heaven. For this will and plea^ 
sure, of Grod, is Himself manifested in emanations from 
Bimself to his people in Christ. And inasmuch as 
Jehovah in Himself is greater than all his works, so the 
pleasure which He. is said to take in his people, is greater 
than all the gifls He bestoweth upon them; his giAs 
being but effects, of which He himself and his pleasure 
is the cause. And to this amount is the testimony of 
Holy Scripture. For, when speaking of the Lord's good- 
ness to his people, it is said, "Thy mercy, Lord, is 
great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the clouds." 
But when speaking of the Lord himself, the subject rises 
higher ; for the same Scripture immediately adds, **Be 
thou exalted, O God, above the heavens j and thy glory 
above all the earth."* 



CHAPTER XIL 

The Relationship Into whldi fhe Children of Ood are brought; and the 
cause of their Acceptation, in God making them His Portion. 

Assuming now for a principle the above great and 
leading truth, which is in itself perfectly imquestionable, 
I begin from hence with premising, though the doctrine 

• Ps. Ivii. 10, 11. 
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itseif is plain and obvious as scaxoelj to need the obser'* 
vation, that the pleasure God takedi in his people arisetb 
wholly from the relationship intoyrhich theyare brought — » 
in being, from all Eternity, chosen, adopted, and accepted 
in Christ. The Holy Three in One could find no object 
of complacency or delight but in Himself, or from being 
brought into communion with Himself. When, therefore, 
the Son of Grod assumes into union with his Divine 
nature, that portion of our nature, whereby as God 
iand man he is one Christ, he is the head of all the elec-* 
tion of grace ; and He that is fellow to the Lord of Hosts 
as God, hath brethren that are fellows to Him as maji ; 
and thus He gives in Himself, by the luiion of both, a 
blessedness to His people — hence, the Lord taketh plea- 
sure in them he hath chosen: so that in Christ the 
Church becomes the object of Jehovah's delight. Men, it 
is saidf ''shall be blessed in Him." Both the original choice 
of his people is in Him, the gracious acceptation of their 
persons is in Him, and the final gathering them, and of 
all things, is in Him* Without Him his people would 
have no foimdation, neither for being nor acceptation be- 
fore Grod The whole individual persons which constitute 
the mystical body of Christ, would be but as so many 
ciphers without this Mighty One at their head, giving 
both being and number to them alL He it is who is 
the aU in all And I should not err were I to add, that 
for Him, and the glory of his Person, and the L:ifinite 
merit of His work, the whole dispensation in the Covenant 
of grace was founded ; yea, from what the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the days of his flesh said, it should seem that 
infinitely more sublime objects than what relate to Christ 
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being liead of Bib Churdiy were amoaag tZ^ purposes foiP 
whicli the Son =of God stood op firoia EverkstLog in this 
gloiioTis chanioter, to assume into is^ion with his Divrne 
jEiature another nature, and therebj become God and 
man in One Person. For, 'beside a great variety of ex- 
presdons to be found in Soriptiire leading to this con- 
dhi^on, we Und the Lord Jesus timm speaking to his 
Fatih^: **And now, O Fathear, glorify thou me with 
<3nne own self, with the glorify wtuch I had with thee be- 
fore the world was."* The gloirifying Christ by the Father 
with His own self, implies an lofinitely higher degree of 
f^ory l&an what can be firom his Headship to His body the 
Church. And lor the right apprehension of this sub- 
lime contemplation, let it be obsearved, that when Chrii^t 
lihus «paike to the Fatiier, it was as Christ; ^that is„ as God 
and man -in one person. And be it further observed, 
lihat the glory Christ speaks oi^ ooiaild noft mean the glory 
peculiar to the Divine essence only; for then, in that 
sense, he •could not have asked it as a ^ft, being His 
already in common with the Father sad the Holy Ghost. 
Hence therefore it follows, th^tt there is a special, pecu* 
liar, personal glory, belonging to the Son of God, in His 
double nature, God and man in one ; and which He ha^ 
before theworid was, when, as he says himself elsewhere, 
^' The Lord possessed me in the beginmng of his way, 
before his works of old; I was set up from Everlasting." | 
It is not thereforq, I hmnMy conceive, too much to say, 
nor too great to suppose, tliat somewhat higher than all 
that related to lus people, the Lord of life and glory had 
in view, when He said, " And now, O Father, glorify 

•irolmxvH.6. t Fmt. sULiS^ 8& 
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tboU ihe "vtitk tbme' o^^ seli^ ivith the glory wliich I iiad 
t^tii thee before ibe world was.'* But be this as it 
mkyj oertam it is, that 6od*8 great dedgn all along hath 
been, atid is, and Evedastingly must be^ in all rerelations 
lie haiih at any time made to his ei^eataresy ta glorify and 
^:jtalt Hb dear S(Ml And hence the sole cause for which 
He takes pleasHte in his people^ is the beholding ihent 
in «Him who is the head orer all things to the Church, 
Whi^ is hk bodf MtJie Mneaa 6£ Km that fiUeth all 

I would proceed to aiiother obseiinFatioA: It is among 
^^ jhosif blesMd aud preciotis endearments of this Ioto 
sdAi pkasore which €bd taket^ in his people, that the 
whole P^sons in the Godhead take equal part, and are 
alike interested, in this act of grace. 

Of the Person of Qod the Fatheir, the people of his 
choice are said) with i^peeial refexaM^ to be His, and that 
Cff *' Mnij the whole fionily in heavi^ aad earth is named." 
AiaA the Lord 9^st» oe^nns the same, when ascribing 
tihe gift of the Chtivch U> ike Fath^ } '< Thine they were^*> 
mfB ChriM, ** mi, thou giyese them Ae^*' 

Of the Person of €k>d the Son,. He id said not only to 
Iiare iniad^ t^ Gitotob His by Eaaapiiagei but to have 
j!^eemed[ her by His bloods H^noe she is called his 
mheritance, and said to be the^^pnitehased possessioa 
tiiito the pitaise of his glory." 

And of the Person of God the' Holy Ghost^ it is exproissly 
dedared, that the bodies of tbd Lord's people are '' Bia 
t6!mple, and that he dweUet^ in them f and is the earnest 
<^ our inheritttioe**' 



66 THE DYING PILLOW,^ 

When, therefore, we read in Holy Scripture such gra* . 
dons expressions as these : '< For the Lord's portion is hi^^ 
people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance;''-— «&d tfaoi 
again : '" For the Lord hath chos^i Zioq; he hath desired 
it for his habitation : this is my rest for ever : here will 
I dwell, for I have desired it;"* — it should always be 
remembered, that Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons is 
meant, and the whole is equally included. As such, it 
is in the imity of the Divine essence the Lord is said to 
take pleasure in His people ; and each glorious Peraoa 
becomes specially and unitedly the equal objects of love, 
adoration, and praise* And in every instance where thia 
is not done, there the Person of each, and the grace of 
each, in the unity of the Divine essence, is neither known 
nor enjoyed. 

I wiU detain the reader for a short moment, to remark 
with me the marvellous condescension of God iu this 
Sovereign act of grace. What a world of wonders is 
contained in this one mystery — ^that Crod should maice 
His people His portion, who is Himself the ^^high and 
lofty One who inhabiteth etexni^, and before whom the 
nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 
small dust of the balance V*\ Surely it is an imspeakable 
mercy, when the Lard's people are enabled, under Divine 
teaching, to call the Lord their portion. But by what 
name shall we distinguish that grace, when the Lord 
calk his people His ? Moreover, let the child of Grod 
observe what a sweet familiar manner of speaking the 
Lord of heaven and earth adopts, to endear Himself to 
the affections of His people. He calls them his dwelling- 

• 
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place, liis portion, liis inheSritance, and his rest ; in which 
he delights, and in which he will dwell for ever. But in 
what sense may Grod be said to make his people his por- 
tion? Simply the same as a man doth his. For as the- 
glory of God is the first cause and the final end of all 
things, the blessedness given by the Lord to his people 
is reflected back upon the Lord himself in love and 
praise. So that, in the multitude of beings made un- 
speakably happy and holy, and blessed in Christ, God in 
the Trinity of Persons hath his portion, to the '* praise of 
file glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted 
in the Beloved."* 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Comfort for the Lord's Family In his dealings towaids them, arising from 
his fi<ee and onmerited Onoo^^BHa peeuliar oare of the Lamhs of hia 
FloelE. 

I would pass now to another view of the subject, which> 
is, that this pleasure which God taketh in his people ia 
solely the persons of his people, as chosen in Christ and 
distinguished from the world. The word of Gk)d is' ex- 
press in declaring to show, that the election of grace is 
wholly grace ; having neither goodness in the objects of 
that pleasure to constrain Grod to love them, nor unwor- 
lluness to restrain his affection from them. The Lord 
loveth, because he will love. His language is : *' I will 
be gracious to whom I will be gracious ; and will show 
mercy on whom I will show m€rcy."f And that aU thia 

• Ephes. 1. & t £«od.sa3ExUi. 19. 
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of Persons, k fd3te engaged in acts of grace to His pecyple: 
that it is "with Him to f olfil aJl the good pleasure of his 
goodness : it is His to confirm the work of faith wi& 
power: His to count his people worthy of his calling; 
and, as the whole originated in Hb pleasure, so the ter- 
mination 15 to Hb praise. Let the reader observe, in 
this short but comprehensive prayer, how much the 
Apostle dwells on that grand fundamental doctrine of the 
whole Gospel, namely, the Covenant of God in this mo- 
mentous conoenL Twice Jehovah is called in it our 
Grod, as if to dhow that the whole Persons in the Trinity 
are alike engaged, and have guaranteed to each other jR>r 
;the accomplishment. And, not content with saying it is 
the Lord's pleasure to do so, but that he will, in doing k, 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, — yea, and 
JSimself fulfil the whole. And that this our God would 
count His Chuarch worthy of this calling, refers not to 
iheir worthiness,^ but their worthiness in Him : his worthy 
-name, as the Apostle James speaks, by which they are 
called. So that it is not from what they are in them- 
selves, but what they are counted in Him ; not what they 
.merit, but what His pleasure is to do for them ; not their 
^calling, but His. And the work of faith with power, is 
the Lord's power working fidth in them ; not their power 
working faith.in themselves. ''Unto you,** it is said, '4t 
is given to believe in his name;** and the result of the 
•irhole proves that, as the Lord's pleasure is the first 
cause, so His glory is the final end; "that the name of 
our Lord Je$u8 Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in 
%hlm9 according to the grace of our God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.'' 



« . • , . . 
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And now, reader, dwell on the whole of this snbject; 
tnd,xinder the teachings of the Lord, ask yourself whether 
any doctrine can be more dear than the one here brought 
before yon, namely, that the Lord's pleasure in His 
people is the source of all His purposes in Christ Jesm 
towards them ; and, consequently, that this must be the 
culminating point <^ blessedness to the COIiurch, both 
during the time-state of gzaoe here, and in the Eternal 
state of glory hereafter. 

Under such views as these, what a mystery is the door 
txine of grace I-^-what a mystery is the Church of the 
Most High God! — yea, what a mystery is every child of 
•God to himself, when, by regeneration, he is made a 
partaker of the Divine nature, haviug *' escaped the cor- 
mplion that is in the world through lust T' That Grod, 
from all Eternity — ^who was, and is, and to all Eternity 
must necessarily be, so unspeakably blessed and glorious 
in Himself, and to whom nothing, in a way of blessedness, 
can be added, and from whom nothing can be taken— « 
«bould condescend to raise up a Church from His crea- 
tures for communion with Himself, and to call that Church 
His portion-^-all which can be resolved into no other 
cause but the Sovereignty of His will and pleasure. '^ The 
Lord taketh pleasure in his people.** 

Go one step fartiher, and ponder what is said of the 
ordination of Jehovah in the accomplishment of it, 
lumiely, that it is to exalt and magmfy the free grace of 
God. The Holy Ghost, in a single verse of his Sacred 
Word, hath declared this to be the cause, namely, that, 
in the " ages to come, he might show the exceeding riches 
of his grace in his kindness towards us through Christ 
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JTesu^.^ H]ende it foUovs, tibat if ^m bemras dia W<»:4 of 
God declares it ish-^ihe SorereigD, ftee, and uixmeiiteii 
grace of Gbd, and llhat this k the motiye in tfae Diviofi 
mind, for Tehich God has gone fixrth in such nwmifestia? 
tions of it towardi Hip creatures; to derogate &om 
iias grace, aad to ascribe a sin^ act of merit in any 
who are the objects of smdi love, as a predisposing or a 
correq>onding cause, can be no other than high treason 
to the Majesty of Heaven. Various maj be, and varioos 
will be, ike views and apprehensions of the buman mind, 
respecting secondary and subordinate things in neligion^ 
We are, at die best, but in the minority of our being In 
ihis Ixfe ; and, as children under education, we know idl 
that we do Isnow but as '^ through a glass dadkly," and th^ 
medium through whish the great objects are seen, vesy 
frequently givesa tinge of eolouiing in which they appear. 
But in respect to grace, Ads admits but of one and 
tibe same complezion to every beholder. AR is of grace ; 
ididie events whidi fidl to the 1(^ of the children (^ God, 
from the beginmng to the end of their pilgrimage, ^m 
be but of grace. 1^ positive and unalterable langatige 
€i the Gkxsped is-**'f Ye are saved by grace, through taUkf 
and that not of yoiuselves: it is the gift of God.**! Henee, 
in allusion to the spiritual temple, it was said, in tb^ 
Old Testament dispensation, and ijie New Testament 
doctrine confimis the same, that ^'the head-stcme of the 
building should be brought ferth with shoutings, crying 
Grace, grace unto it" 

One word more here, and that, according to my view, 
not an unimportant one, namely, the whole Church of 
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Christ are all aHke the objeets and aabjecte of this gtaoe; 

«re all eqoally deaor, end all equally included in this rick 

aalTadon ; and every one becomes an equally interested 

and essentially necessary member In the mystical body 

of Christ Jesus our Lord. There may be, and indeed 

there wxusb be, a dlTerdty of gifb in die several members 

of CSirisf s body, for th^ general weLfiue of the vdiole, 

and to carry on the purposes of His government ; but 

4Jii0 makes no differenoe in reject tp union mdth the 

glorious Head, and the communicm ki all that belongs to 

Him t '^ the eye cami6t say unto the hand, I have no need 

d thee.* No, nor even the gknioiis head himself, Christ 

Jesus, cannot say to the foot, I have no need of you. 

For H an «tom of die Lord's body were wanting, how 

woidd the whole be perfect? The little ones, therefore, 

are as dear to Christ, and as much iniited to him, as 

prophets or apostles ; and for this plain reason, they are 

an equally given by the Fath», all equally married and 

redeemed by die Son, and all equally regenerated and 

ianointed by the Holy Ghost True, indeed, such of the 

Lord's fiunily tiB He has given larger portion of &ith to 

than others, will have larger enjoyments therein than 

those of smaller attalnm^ts^ Nevertheless, in poiat of 

salvation, all are upon a level. For as none are saved 

for any work wrpught in them, but for what Christ has 

wrought for them ; it is by every one in this particular, 

as by Israel gathering their manna in the wHdemess— 

*' he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 

gathered litde had no lack." The faith of Abraham was 

God's gift, and not the patriarch's merit; hence, added 

nothing to the soul's safety, no more than the weakest 
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babe in Ghiist For it is not what we fed, but wlial 
Cbrist is ; not our Mth in holding him, but his grace in 
holding ns. Yeiy sweet are the words of our Lord to this 
effect — '' Fear not, little flock; it is your heayenly Father^s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom."* Observe what 
a volume of comfort is contained in the bosom of this 
short verse ; and how it corresponds to the leading fea- 
ture of this discouirse. The little ones of Christ's fold 
are, for the most part, fearful ones ; but their safety is not 
in themselves, but in the Lord : and it is their heavenly 
Father's good pleasure to give them the kingdom, not 
£:om their deservings, but his gift ; and not simply las 
will in doing it, but his good pleasure. And thus it rraos 
up to the same foimtain-head as from whence we began: 
''For the Lord hath pleasure in his people; he will beautify 
the meek with salvation." 

Beader, I cannot better ofler my salutation on this 
subject, than in once more repeating the prayer of the 
Apostle: "Wherefore also, we pray always for you, that 
our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work 
of £dth with power ; that the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in Him ; accord-' 
ing to the grace of our God, and the Lord Jesus Ghiist'f 

•LakexlLSX. t 2 Thea. L 11, IS. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

/^'0 support of His Cliarch, in fhe view of impending Jndgmoati; its 
secnrity and stability in the midst of portentous times. 

The heayen-bom soul, in her journey througli the 
wilderness of this world, is not only the subject of fears 
within, but exppsed to trouble without, and the fluctua- 
tions of circumstaQces in the Church, when exposed to 
jgreat changes in spiritual matters. There are seasons 
when the waters of the sanctuary run low; and there are 
^times when, as things appear to the child of God, the 
Lord seems inattentive to his bitterest cries, and appears 
liot to answer. Yea, and what tends to aggravate the 
sorrow, both of the sons and daughters in Zion, to the 
brimful cup of affliction, the Church herself is threat- 
eaxed to be ploughed as a field. The present moment 
brings forward most alarming exercises, and augurs 
most portentous times. Everything around us, in this 
|>ur insular situation, in reference to religion, bespeaks 
some mighty convulsions at hand. Add to these, the 
Scriptures themselves, in relation to the present era, 
unite in teaching the people of Grod to be on the look- 
put for the time of Jacob's trouble. The last days are 
£:>retold as perilous days. Great events are said to be 
pending over the Church of the Most High God. And 
we are admonished that a vast struggle for a while, 
will be maintained by the kingdom of darkness, against 
the kingdom of Christ. The sounding of the seventh 
trumpet dosetih the mystery \ Sgr then *' the kingdoms 



of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lorj 
and of his Christ; and He shall reign for ever and 
ever.'' * Neverthdess, dozing the copflict the Lord Mvil} 
accordingly let loose the whole power of the enemy ; and 
'there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation, even to that same time. - And we 
have ahready beheld in part the preparationfl ft»r the 
eventual scene. Popery, which at one time was paz»- 
lyzed in this land, now, like the &oBesk serpent brou^t 
into the atmosphere of warmth by the incautious hus- 
bandman, hath emerged fixim her benumbed state, and 
will recompense the kin^ess by stinging her children. 

She hatli unfurled her banners, and is now, as she 
formerly has done, again attempting a legitimate footing 
in this kingdom 9 while with equal earnestness, bdt 
with more secrecy. Infidelity, with her hydra heads, hath 
been uid is privatdy at work, to sap the foundation of 
the Christian Church, by digging up the very fint 
principles of our most holy &ith. I stay not to notice 
those various auxiliaries, which have no object but di«» 
order, and are only waiting the period of some genend 
convulsion, to join in the bafctle of Armageddon. What 
farther portentous signs will appear before the dreadfbl 
crisis of the slaughter of the two witnesses, is not re- 
vealed; only, in general terms, it is said, that *' men shall 
depart from the &idi, giving heed to seducing spiritSy 
and doctrines of devils.'' There may appear at times % 
seeming suspension of hostilities, but an inactivity should 
cause a suspicion. Naturalists have observed, that a 
more lihan ordinary quietness in the elements precede 
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ttl eartihquake ; md buiBiiig mountains give na symp^ 
ionis witbout, of tho com^iastidii working within, until 
tiie volcano bursts forth firom th^ crater with the fieij; 
Iftva, to desolate the regions below. The prc^het's ser- 
tuokt saw notifaing bot am unruffled surface on the waters^ 
wiien he first went to behold tibenL But when, at llie, 
oonmuind ol his Msster, he went the seventh time, he 
SAW a cloud) whieh, tiioiigh no bigger than a man's hand/ 
Rallied witib it the tempest in its womb. 

ill a moment like the presenile tiie solemn danand of 
QbAsb beoomes a md;ter big with the weightiest con^ 
sifeffttion^ in thiff prospect df impending judgments ; and 
i& itHKbh the more as ye see the day approaching* '' When 
tteiSioiif of Man eonneth, diall he find &ith on the earth?** 
Hm question is infioilelj appalling to Ihe most fidthful 
among the Lon^s people; but to every one imconscious 
df an interest a&d safety in Christ, ^e tremendous 
Adllenge is calcolated to ring like a peal of thunder 
ite>t[gh all the chambers of the heart. And what an- 
tt^fiet «an be given, in the millions of instanees among 
tfl sucb who have the iann^ but <£eny the power of god-:- 
MnesB? It were almost needless to observe, thai those 
WOfds of our Lord, though, put in a way of question, as 
if the matter was dbubtfol* are not so, but rather as a 
ihiiig akeady known aid settled. It is that kind of 
question whioh answers ifcseH it is as if the Lord had 
inid, It will be a rare instance to find any. I have 
ifiought the subject in^ itself highly interesting. And 
1lt4th those prophetic Scriptures in our hand concerning 
-fihe latter day, and tiie corresponding dgns of the timers 
before our eyes, I have thought nothing can be more 



78 THE DTni0 FIIJX>W. 

suitable in taking a glance at the subjeet than obk. 
Lord's own words : *' When the Son of Man cometh^ 
shall he find iaith on the earth?" 

However, in the prospect of impending judgments, ial^ 
the security and stability of the Church. Here and here 
only it is : in the " election of grace." For the reTda^ 
tion concerning those awful events runs in these words; 
'' It was given unto the beast^" which the Apostle beheLd^ 
<* rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and tea 
horns, to make war with the saints, and to overcome 
them ; and power was given unto him over all kindredi^ 
and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon tht 
earth shall worship him whose names are not wiittea 
in the Book of life, of the Lamb slain £:om the founda- 
tion of the world."* Here, therefore, is the Everlasting 
safety of the people of God. It was this our Lord him- 
self had in contemplation, when He called off the mind 
of His disciples from rejoicing at the subjection of devib, 
who may, by Sovereign power, be couchant, but, if the 
restraints be taken ofP, rampant to-monow. Bather " re- 
joice, saith our Lord, because your names are written in 
heaven." This is what the Holy Ghost, by the Propheti 
comforted the Church with, when, in the time of remoY*" 
ing men, and a great forsaking in the midst of the land, 
the holy seed should be the substance of His people. 
This was what another Prophet was appointed by the 
Lord the Spirit to tell the people, of the delivery of 
every one found written in the Book of Life. And the 
Holy Ghost taught the same to the Church, by the 
Aposde, in his days ; and the same holds good in ounL 

*Be7.ziiL 1,7,8. 
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Aaddsi the lears of the Prophets, as if left alone, the 
JjQxd had his mimber then, and so now; even so, ''there 
is at this present time a remnant according to the dec- 
tian of grace/** When the great day of Grod's judgment 
sball come, and when the solemn voice is heard, " Begin 
at my sanctuary ;*' that gracious voice will be heard also^ 
** Come not near any man upon' whom is the mark." Oh 
the unspeakable blessedness contained in these things : 
There may be, there will be, great tribulations ; — but 
iShiesre is also a gracious "nevertheless" in the midst of alL 
^^Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure; 
liaving this seal : the Lord knoweth them that are His.*' 
.^d to all minor concerns, as to the time wheo^ the 
fnanner how, and the place where to usher in the solemn 
Tisitadon, what the Lord said to llie Prophet is in effect 
said to eveiy duld of Grod, '' Go thou thy way, Danie!, 
tiSltiie end be; for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot 
at the end of t&e days."! 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Child of Ood on his Watch-tower looking out 

1 would observe, from what I have been considering 
oonceming the signs of the times, that one of the sweetest 
employments in the spiritual life is, when once the work 
of grace is begun in the heart — ^when, like the Prophet, 
the Lord leadeth his regenerated children to the watch* 
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fDWef, Mid tuiiiigs thcim intty a iTaiting-ftaaie. ^t tiie 
L6td*s oomlng to hhsss thens ifith all sfnritual bl$8si^£»* 
'Slhese tmeidngs of the Hdlj Ghoat aire precoous thiag^^ 
'they peirfhueie the sodl unth an a^rehension of the 
{iietdoii, bko^ dfid nghteonsness of tbe Lord Jesus 
Christ. And both shed abroad tbe loTe of Ged m 
Ihe heatt, itnd c^ect the heart into '' the love of 6od^ 
ftnd into line patient ^noting fox* ClajA^^ They mdu^e 
shnilai^ eSbot^ to what is said ^ras- dcmei bj the fragraoef 
df the holy^ oily £rom> l&e anointings in the tabemaole 
Thejr act Upon the spintnal seiises of ^ teg&aa^ 
ated^ a^ the 0QI^S wannth tj^ion £he flower, melting afi 
^ ftoer partides of the^ plant, and drawing forth and 
tepregnatmg^ ti^e whole aitmo^here With the edeiv. 
]bt(t without ihes& Dsoewings of the H0I7 Ghost,, abed 
i^n tis abtmdantly throt^h Jestis Christ oiar SaviouTy 
We lose all a^prdiensions of spiiitikl enjoymients, even 
in Divine things. For though tbete be ad habilual 
state into which the child of Grod is brought by regenera- 
tion, yet the actual goings forth of the soul in desires 
after, and communion with the Lord, will be wanting, 
where the renewings of the Holy Ghost are wanting. 
Hence the cry of Old Testftmei^ saints : '* O send out 
thy light and thy trutiii; let them lead me, let them 
bring me unto thy holy lull, and to thy tabernacles. 
Theli wili I ^ wm the attar of GoA^ u3ito^ God my 
csiEceedin^ joy^ yea^upon the hfKtp wffl I praise thee, 
(srbd, my God.**^ Bui, on the contraEy, when grdoe is 
not in lively exeroise, we find the sad complaints of the 
Church: "Lord, Bide not thy face from me; put n^ 

•FB.ziiii.8,4. 
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thj servant away in anger.** It was this deadness of 
soiil which made the spouse in the Canticles complain 
amidst many love-caUs of Jesus : '^I sleep," said she, "but 
my heart waketh. It is the voice of my beloved.'' Shci 
knew his voice, and could and did call him her beloved; 
but ;she was in too sleepy a £raune to enjoy His presence at 
that time. The renewings of the Holy Spirit were wanting. 
And such is, and always must be, the state of the Church 
of God in all ages, without the influences of the Spirit 
. It is very profitable to take into consideration, at all 
times, and, imder Divine teaching, to be well acquainted 
with these tlungs. The Lord passeth and repasseth be- 
fore his redeemed ones, in an unremitting attention to 
their fears and. necesdties ; and He is for ever pouring 
out of His fulness to supply their emptiness. But in proof 
of that, there is still somewhat wanting to give the spiri- 
tual relish and enjoyment of these mercies. How ofben, 
in receiving the Lord's giils, are we insensible of the 
Giver? The Lord " openeth his hand," as it is expressed 
in that beautiM imagery of Scripture, and " satisfieth the 
desire of every living souL" But, not unfi^quently, the 
hand which bestows all is hidden from our short-sighted 
view, in the doud of his own bounties. The children 
of God can have no question whatever of the Lord's 
Everlasting presence with His people, and His Everlast- 
ing watching over them for good. He saith himself, in 
that sweet lovensong he sings to his vineyard the 
Church, " Sing ye to her, a vineyard of red wine. I 
the Lord do keep it. I will water it every moment ; 
lest any hurt it, I wiU keep it night and day."* And 

•Is.xzvli.%8. 
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veiy sure must eyeiy child of €iod be, that his keepings, 
and bis watchings, and bis waterings, are as tbe Lord 
batb said. But wbo among bis people, yea, even tbose 
among them wbo walk most doselj witb the Lord, are 
aHye to the tbonsandtb part of wbat is this very moment 
going on, of the Lord's care towards them? I know not, 
indeed, wbat others of £Bs children may be able to say 
to the inqniry; but for myself I am finee to confess, 
tbongb I blnsb wbile I confess it, that I am constrained 
to plead guilty to ten thousand omissions of the kind* 
Numerous are the loye-tokens of tbe Lord that pass by 
me unbeeded ; and even those wbich are seen, too often 
bare no longer remembrance in my cold and forgetful 
beart, than an impresdon made on water. And were it 
not that tbe Holy Spirit, in that gracious office of His — 
I mean, as the '' remembrancer'* of Christ Jesus — an office 
Lifinitely precious, but little regarded, mercifully calls to 
my recollection at times, wbat faith before passed be> 
tween Jesus and my soul, I sbould find occasion con- 
tinually to say, as Jacob once did at Bethel, " Surely 
tbe Lord is in this place, and I knew it not." 

Li tbe era of impending events, every child of Grod is 
supposed to be like tbe propbet on the watch-tower; and 
though it cannot be supposed be can trace the footsteps 
of our wonderful working God, as extending to all tbe 
earth, yet be will venture to assume as a fixed, certain, 
and unquestionable principle, denied only by infidels, 
but admitted by all wbo. name the name of Christ, that 
tbe interests of Zion are at tbe bottom of all tbe Divine 
government. For, bowever diversified tbe people of 
God may be in opinion on minor subjects, arising fi-om 
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the infirmity of nature and tlie imperfection of feith 5 
yet here there can be but one opinion, and the same 
conviction in all that are taught of God. Through all 
the departments in the Diviae administration, from the 
felling of a sparrow, to the rising or overthrowing of 
states and empires — every minute or greater event is 
•wholly directed and made subservient to the accomplish- 
xnent of this one glorious design, as the final issue of all; 
namely, to make " known by the Church the manifold 
wisdom of Grod, according to the eternal purpose which 
he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."* I cannot there- 
fore hesitate to make this datum of all the Lord's pro- 
ceedings in the earth. The glory of God is, and must 
necessarily be, the first and ultimate cause of all things, 
and the happiness of His people the sure effect. The 
Lord's own decisio;n is to this amount: "This people 
have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my 
praise, "f And amidst all the various occupations and 
pursuits of men, and in the seeming contrarieties of 
human actions — some apparently opposing the Divine 
will, others indifferent about it — some blaspheming the 
Lord, others persecuting the Lord's people; yet all 
under the Divine control, and like the vast machine the 
Prophet saw in vision, wheel within wheel, and to his 
view, the whole complicated and entangled — yet each 
accomplishing the various purposes the Lord appointed, 
Howbeit, as Scripture sublimely states it, " He meaneth 
not so ; neither does His heart think so." Hence, there- 
fore, the whole of what is going on in the circumstances 
of mankind, however humiliating it may be to the prid^ 

• Ephes. iU. 10, lU t Isa. zliU. SI. 
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of hmnaii life, all are what thej are, and by the over-^ 
ruling power of God made to administer to His Church ; 
and, when the carnal world shall have accomplished this 
purpose, like the scaffolding to a building, no longer 
useful when the building itself is completed, will be taken 
down and destroyed, and the Church of Christ will be 
brought forth, with the head-stone thereof and with 
shoutings, crying, " Grace, grace unto it." 



CHAPTER XVL 

AU events administer to the welfiiure of the Ijord's people^ — ^The pcediotioiii 
of Prophecy not jet fulfilled.— A Veil cast over. 

Assuming the preceding statement for a principle per* 
fectly just and incontrovertible, and arising &om thence, 
as from a well-secured bottom, on which to rear up a 
isuperstructure, I go on to observe, that, as all the events 
of the present time-state, both of men and things, ad- 
minister to the Everlasting welfare of the Lord's people ; 
so the Holy Scriptures, in all their revelations and 
records, have reference to the Church, and to the Church 
only. From the first dawn of Prophecy to the meridian 
of the Gospel, every prediction given— every ordinance 
instituted — every sacrifice offered — had respect but to 
the Church, as she had her being and well-being in 
Christ. His glorious Person became the one great object 
for the whole scope of prophecies, types, and ordinances, 
to delineate by shadowy representations; and the Infinite 
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fulness, all-sufficiency, and suitableness of EBs mighty 
salvation for his people, the one great subject of our 
hope, to seal up the vision of Prophecy : and, Anointed as 
the Most Holy, according to the language of the Prophet 
Daniel, — lihen it wias, by one offering of Himself, once 
offered, that he "perfected for ever them that are sancti* 
fied," — ^then it was, that " He put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself;'' and from the cross, as from the high altar 
of His own Divine nature, by the Infinite dignity of 
His Person, and the Infinite merits of His blood. He 
washed away all the iniquities of His people ; so that, 
by the efficacy of both, in . this mid-day of time, the 
Son of God finished redemption, reaching back to the 
first morning of the Church in time, and extending 
to the latest period of the world before the opening of 
Eternity. And all the remaining prophecies of Scripture, 
from the death of Christ to the consummation of all 
things, which since have been fulfilled, are now fulfilling, 
and hereafter to be fulfilled in the earth, have an eye 
to Christ and His people, and to Him only. Under the 
similitude of seals opened, trumpets blown, and vials 
poured out, the several ages of the Church, and the events 
in them, are spoken of in the Book of the Eevelation, 
^vith which is closed the canon of Holy Scripture ; and 
for the joy and comfort of the Church, the last of the 
wonderful events, and by which it will be known that 
all the enemies of the Church are subdued, and herself 
triumphant in Chriist, is when the seventh trumpet shall 
sound: for thus it is expressed— ^" And the seventh 
angel sounded ; and there were great voices in heaven, 
saying. The kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
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doms of our Lord and of his Christ; and he &hall reign 
for ever and ever,"* 

Advancing cautiously, and with great reverence, upon 
a subject so profoundly deep and mysterious — ^not pre- 
suming to make one step but within the sacred enclosure 
of Holy Scripture — ^I proceed to observe, that it hath 
been the uniform practice of the Church, with the saints 
of God in all ages, and especially among such as are 
appointed of the Lord to minister in holy things, to 
watch the Lord in His dispensations, both of providence 
and of grace, towards his Church; and notice, firom time 
to time, with particidar regard, the iulfJment of His pro- 
phecies, as they have been in ages past, and as they are 
now opened and unfolded by the Lord to His people. 
We hereby discover, through Divine teaching, how the 
Lord has rendered the ministering of the &thers profit- 
able to the children, and thus becoming helpful towards 
the generations yet to come. Thus the Apostie Peter 
speaks of the Old Testament saints, from the Spirit of 
Christ, which was in them, ministering to the New 
Testament believers ; — and thus, while the Scriptures of 
the Prophets were blessed to the Apostles, the same 
Almighty God who blessed both, now renders the pro- 
phecies of the Apostles blessful to us, by his own Divine 
interpretation of them. The same Spirit of Christ 
which was in the saints of the old dispensation, was no 
less in the new; and it is from the same Almighty 
Lord, the Holy Ghost, that any spiritual apprehension 
of His Scriptures can be discovered. Among the many 
sacred predictions of the Lord with which the Lispired 

• Bev. il. 15, 
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imtings of the Apostles abound, we are constrained to 
notice, with the most marked attention, what is said of 
the last days, and the peiilons times. I stay not to make 
quotations — ^this would make my subject too diffuse; 
neither do I think it needfid. That man can be but 
little conversant with his Bible, neither with that which 
is daily passing eyerywhere around him, not to see the 
striking coincidence between the things foretold and the 
things now accomplislung. Had the Apostles, Paul or 
Peter, John or Jude, dehvered tlieir predictions but 
yesterday, nothing could have been more accurately 
designated than the portrait pendled by the Apostles, to 
the features which were to mark the originaL In those 
Scriptures, great events are recorded, which were deli- 
vered by the Apostles under the Spirit of Prophecy,*and 
have since, in many instances, been fulfilled. Greater 
still is contained in them, which remain to be accom- 
plished. Not to mention more than one — ^namely, the 
slaughter of the two witnesses. And whenever that event 
shall take place, marvelous consequences, we are ia- 
formed, will soon follow. It hath pleased the Lord to 
throw a veil over the subject; so that, to this hour, none 
who are supematurally taught of Grod (and those not so 
taught can know nothing of it), have been led to discover 
who those witnesses are, neither of the time when they 
are to be slain. Some of the wisest and the best of men, 
since the Apostles' days, were of opinion, that the time 
when the witnesses would be killed would be before the 
close of the seventeenth century ; but we of the present 
time have lived to see the end of the eighteenth century, 
yea, ahd a fourth part of the nineteenth is now finished 
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with me, and the event hath not yet taken place. Bj 
so much as the world is getting older, by so much are 
we admonished to be more earnestly on the look-out, 
assured, aa we must be, that we are th^ '^ upon whom 
the ends of the world are come." 

Under the above reflections in view, I request to salute 
the Lord^s people who may read these lines with my 
affection, and would here dwell a little on the weU-knowh 
words in the prophetical writings of the Prophet Isaiah, 
*'Watchmai^ what of the night?" To the lovers of 
biblical study, they will not need bdng told that they 
are part of what is contained in the burden of Dumah. 
Dumah, according to die ancient statements in geogra- 
phy, is said to have been in Arabia ; but I tliink that 
the Prophet speaks radier of persons than of place — end 
if so, he connects in one and the same subject the whole 
carnal descendants of the patriarchs not interested in the 
" election of grace." The Prophet saith, " The burden of 
Dumah," but he instantly connects with it one that calleth 
to him out of Sdr, when he saith, '* Watchman, what of 
the night?" so that, while we know that Ishmael was the 
father of Dumah, and that Esau and his descendants 
dwelt in Mount Seir, (for Esau is Edom,) it becomes no 
violence to Scripture, but rather according to the analogy 
of Divine truth, to suppose that both by Dumah and 
Mount Seir, the Prophet intended to represent the 
children of the bond woman in all ages of the Church, as 
distinguished from the children of the &ee. 

By the term burden we are taught, and that in various 
Scriptures is meant, somewhat to follow in the discourse 
of the Prophet, that is exceedingly weighty and impor* 
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tast The Prophets frequently have used the expression, 
but always with a marked discrimination l)etween that 
which is from the Lord, and that which belongs to man. 
For what is a burden and a weariness to the ungodly, k 
light and life to the Lord's people. The one from Mount 
Sdr is evidently the cry of the imgodly — " Watchman, 
what of the night?" And as one panic-struck at some 
more than ordinary event, which at the time he probably 
beheld in the world, frill of portentous signs and appre-* 
hensions of impending judgment, the Edomite repeats 
bis question — '^ Watchman, what of the night? watch- 
man, what of the night?" 

I detain the reader at this part of the subject to make 
a short application. It is impossible to figure to the 
human mind— for the utmost grasp of the im^ation 
cannot portray them — ^the horrors of a guilty conscience, 
in the trembling prospects of Divine judgments. Sacred 
Scripture gives the only finished representation, but &ll8 
infinitely short of the reality. Under the era of the sixth 
seal, the Lispired writer saith, '* And I beheld, when he 
had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great 
earthquake ; and the sun became as black as sackcloth 
of hair, and the moon became as blood. And the stars 
of heaven fell xmto the earth, even as a fig-tree casteth 
her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 
And the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled 
together; and every moamtain and island were moved out 
of their places. And the kings of the earth, and the 
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bond man, and every .free 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
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Tnountains ; and said imto the zuoiintaiiis and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : for the great 
day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to 
stand?"* And no wonder, when tibe forebodings arise, 
as that they sometimes will arise, when storms, or hur- 
ricanes, or lightnings, or desperate sickness, beset the 
sinner, like another Felix before the Apostle, while 
apprehension of the judgment to come is in fall view, 
that he anxiously puts the trembling inquiry to any one, 
and to every one, that he thinks can answer the ques- 
tion — " Watchman, what of the night ? watchman, what 
of the night?" 

But what I particularly admire, and desire to bless 
my God for, is to observe, upon the occasion of any 
^arm by which infidels are roused to a sense of impend- 
ing danger, how the Lord of all Lords extorts from the 
very hearts of those that have before scoffed at his Sove- 
reignty, saying with those of old, " Where is the promise 
of his coming?" the acknowledgment of their fright 
and the fearful looking for God's wrath. In the history 
of Persia we have a notable instance of the Lord's har- 
rowing up the guilty conscience of atheistical men in 
their hour of danger, and compelling them to acknow- 
ledge the Divine government, which, in their profanity, 
they had denied. One of their writers, -^schylus, gives 
this statement: "When the Grecian army was full in 
pursuit of us," says he, " an4 we had no escape but over 
the great river Strymon, which was then frozen; and 
when, had it thawed, every soul must have perished— 

• Rer. Ti. 12—17. 
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many a one," says the Mstoiian, "did I see vnih my 
eyes, and hear with my ears, which before had denied 
the being of a God, now crying to Him for mercy, that the 
ice might hold until they were gotten oyer.** And the 
cases of those infidels in those days are not without 
parallel in ours. Were the Lord to come forth by some 
national visitation — of an earthquake, or pestilence, or 
sword— oh ! how many of the Christ despisers would then 
tremble to the very centre of their souls, and turn into 
paleness and horror, in the apprehension of Divine judg- 
ment I And none more so than those who, in the fiill 
blaze of Gospel truths, deny the Lord that bought them. 
The Prophet hath described such in lively but alarming 
cha:racters : " The sinners in Zion are afraid ; fearfulness 
hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire ? who among us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings ?"* 

I shall here drop the subject, as in reference to Dumah, 
or the man out of Seir, in order to consider the question, 
as it may be rendered profitable to the godly reader. 
The Holy Ghost hath taught us, by the Apostle Peter, 
that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation : " For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the wiU of man, but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." In all the predictions of 
the Lord, it is to the Church, and for the Church, as so 
many modes of instruction. And as the Lord here most 
blessedly states, this, as well as all other prophecies, is of 
no private interpretation, but is given for the edification 
and comfort of the Church, and cannot be interpreted as 

• Isa. jccdii. 14. 
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other books of man^s wisdom may, hy man ; but the' 
Lord that gives it, is the same Lord only that can explaxs 
it I shall be led to hope the same Almighty God whiclr^ 
moved holy men of old to write, will direct our spiritual 
understanding to apprehend as we read, that we may 
<< know the things freely given to us of God." 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Vital Goodness eontrasted vrith the Heresies abounding, as clearly depleted 

in the New Testament. 

I begin this section with observing, that the inquiry, 
"Watchman, what of the night?" becomes abimdantly 
interesting, upon numberless occasions, in the common 
intercourse of society, man with man ; and if, from the 
lower circumstances of the present life, we rise in the in- 
vestigation to the greater and more momentous, in which 
are involved all the infinite interest of another, the sub- 
ject incre^eth in magnitude as we advance ; and the 
mind, if taught of God, becomes more solemnly impressed 
in the contemplation. I have ofben found a train of 
reflections awakened within, when at any one lime the 
silence of the night hath been interrupted by the watch- 
man's call without, " All is welL" Tes, I have responded^ 
all is well indeed; being at peace with God, and at peace 
with man. But can all be well where sin and Satan 
reign? The watchmen which go about the city consider 
all to be well, as long as no fires from within, or robbers 
' from without, disturb the peace of the inhabitants. But 
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wliat if every species of sensual depravity is at the mid- 
xiight hour going on? and, in the aggregate of human 
a{K)stac7, millions of transgressions, noiseless and inau- 
dible, are coming up before Grod. Shall the unconscious 
watchman's proclamation, *'all well," alter the veiy nature 
of lihings where all is so ill? Is all well in the prison 
which the watchman passeth ; from whence, perhaps, the 
morrow brings forth the felon, or the murderer, for exe- 
cution ? Is all well in the countless hospitals, and dying 
chambers throughout the world, where deep groans and 
inexpressible agonies of body and mind, speak louder 
than a thousand voices, that the whole earth is but as one 
great lazar house, into which *'sin hath entered, and death 
by sin ; and so death passeth upon all men, for that all 
have sinned,"* 

If we pass from hence to the more open transactions 
in life, and especially as connected with the great prin- 
ciples of religion, the question meets us in more awak- 
ening language: "Watchman, what of the night?" 
And, if the answer was to be ^ven by the mere pro- 
fessor of Christianity, who is ignorant in himself of 
any change of heart by regeneration ; and consequently 
ignorant of the necessity of it in others, for the 
possession of vital godliness, like the watchman of the 
city, for the preservation of the mere police from out- 
ward violation, this would be his state of inward purity— 
" All is well." Yea, he would enlarge upon what he con- 
sidered the flourishing state of religion among us. He 
would point to the man j new churches that have been 
lately built, and are building. He would speak of the 

♦Rom. V. 12. 
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universal pliilantbropy by which the world is now influ-. 
enced, instead of that narrow and contracted system of 
faith by which our fathers were known. He would dwell 
with delight on the enumeration of the many societies 
which are formed, where men of the most opposite tenets 
in theology now meet and amalgamate — having made n 
sacrifice of all party spirit to the liberal principle of con- 
verting the world — and being determined that the doc- 
trine of election shall give way, and be for ever buried 
in the common grave of superstition, and universal 

« 

redemption be cartied throughout the whole habitable 
earth. 

And it is worthy the closest attention of the Lord^s 
people, while it is yet more immediately meriting their 
praises and thanksgivings to God, how every feature 
which designates the portraits of those persons' hath a 
correspondent testimony in the word of God. The 
Apostle Paul, in several of his Epistles, marks their more 
prominent characters. The Apostle Peter follows in the 
same delineations. But the Apostles John and Jude, 
who both lived to see the heresies springing up, before 
their ministry ended, have given a large statement of the 
same, in the dose of their inspired writings. This will 
be perceived by perusing the writings of the Apostles 
John and Jude throughout. And as the highest and 
most imanswerable proof to what age of the Church these 
sent servants of the Lord referred, and the very persons 
to whom their predictions pointed, it is remarkable that 
they have dwelt more fully on those great and distin- 
guishing doctrines of our most holy faith, which these 
men of the present day despise, namely, the Godhead of 
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our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and the person and 
ministry of God the Holy Ghost. And yet more, as if, 
that not a single shade of their character should be want- 
ing, the Apostle Jude, in particular, describes them as 
great sticklers for morality, as if the free grace of God 
by Jesus Christ, in making salvation alone in Him, led 
to licentiousness. " Their mouth," saith the same Apos- 
tle, " speaketh great swelling words, having men's per- 
sons in admiration, because of advantage."*. And he 
sums up at once their whole character when he saith, 
" that they are sensual, not having the Spirit," that is, 
continuing' in their old unregenerated nature of the 
Adam-&11 transgression. This last mark is a most deci- 
sive mark for the clear discrimination of character, which, 
while it acts like fire to try the faith, and prove its 
genuineness, as " once delivered to the saints;" as the 
pure gold in the fdmace, which, in the greatest heat 
loseth nothing ; it becomes on the other hand such an 
ordeal as no tinsel of the unregenerate can bear. Hence, 
all professors of what denomination soever among men, 
who enter not by this door into the sheepfold, but dimb 
up some other way, invariably shrink from the doctrine 
of original apostacy in Adam, and aim to set up a 
righteousness of their own before God. They substitute 
the form of external holiness for inward regeneration ; 
and as the Lord himself describes the Pharisees in His 
day, and they are the same in ours, " they make clean 
the outside of the cup and platter, but within are full of 
extortion and excess." And the same Divine authority 
assigns the cause — " All their works they do for to be 

* Jude 18. 
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seen of men." Hence the pompons statements of alms-^' 
giving and alms-gathering, for the supposed calling 
home of the Jews, and the conversion of the heathen.' 
Hence the apparent zeal of more love to mankind, than 
even Grod himself, iD detemuning to save whom God 
will not save ; and even of the people against whom He 
hath said, ^' he hath indignation for ever." And hence 
also, by an anomaly peculiarly characteristic of the pre- 
sent day, not a few go forth and compass sea and land 
to make one proselyte, of whom, without a breach of 
charity it is feared, it may be said, that they are not, 
in the true regeneration of the heart, proselyted them- 
selves* 

But if the statement from the mere professor, void of 
vital Godliness, would be to this amount, in answer to 
the question — *' Watchman ! what of the night," what 
would be the information given by those who are fol- 
lowers of the Lord in the regeneration, and whom the 
Lord himself hath stationed as watchmen on the walb 
of Zion. Happily for aU such who desire to be found 
faithfiQ to Grod, and to the souls of His people, the Lord 
hath already furnished them with words of His own, so 
that they cannot err. What saith the Prophet — " Shall 
one answer the messengers of the nation ;" then follows 
••—'< that the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of 
His people shall trust in it."* Here, then, is the never- 
&iling security which the Lord hath made, be the times 
what they may, for every situation of His Church and 
people, during the whole time of their contmuance on 
earth, and under the most desolate circumstances that 

* Isaiah ziy. 82. 



THE DYINd FJQLLOWii Vf- 

tmj redeemed axid regenerated child of God can \m 
plaeed in. Fnrst: *'Tli«t the Lord kitJk ftonded Zkn.^ 
Here is Ererlasting assurance, a^dnsl YPiiieh the gates dt 
hell shall never pieraiL Andsecondfy': "The poor of 
His people diall trust in it.^ So that the Lord tmder^ 
takes both for Himself and for them. As He said hf 
Jeremiah, ages since-—" I "will malce an Evarlasting Ccffe^ 
nant ifith th«n; that I wiQ not turn away from then 
to do them good; but I wiU put mj fear into thesz* 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me.*^* I beg the 
reader not to lose sight of this Almighty promise, and 
the Almighty promise in which he saith*— " I 'wiit not ; 
and th^ shall not** 1 beseech you to ke^ this pax^ii 
ticnlarly in rera^nbrance, while I proceed to remaik^ 
on Scripture groond, what appears to be tihe true state* 
ment that can be made in the pres^it day, to the 
question-"-*" Watchman I what of the night.** 



CHAPTBE XVIIL 

▲ dreadfU portrait of ibo professing Ghnscb of Chzist at the present period* 

most awAil to rehearse. 

If ever a period existed^ since the Be^rarmed Church 
emerged, through Sovereign grace, from Popery, marked 
with peculiar and more aggravated drcixmstaiice of 
ni^t, the present is the one. Lx the suipposed meridian 
of Grospel light, the land, in relation to Divine truth, is^ 
ai Job in his language of ^beiphasis hath stated it-^" A 

•Jer.xxxli.40. 

a 
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land of darkness, as darkness itself, and of the shadow 
of death; without any order: and where the light is as 
darkness*"* The distinguishing doctrines of grace, in the 
defence of which our forefathers shed their blood, and 
sacrificed the dearest earthly ties, rather than suSer an 
iota of them to be called in question, are now seldom 
heard fix)m the pidpit, and equally disregarded in 
society; and even by many who profess the Gospel 
Kot a few there are of whom it might have been said; 
we had '' hoped better things of you, and things which 
accompany salvation;" and yet do not find courage to stem 
tiie torrent of the overwhebning tide which runs through 
the land. Thus God's cause, as well as their own, whidi 
are combined, is forgotten. And while the glorious funda- 
mental doctrines of our most holy faith are thus, for the 
most part, kept out of sight, and thrown in the back 
ground, new-fimgled opinions are daily arising ; and the 
press is made to groan with pubHcations which threateA 
to exterminate the pure and discriminating doctrines 
of the Gospel £rom the earth. 

I am inclined to hope that I shall be doing no imac- 
ceptable service to the Lord's people under His teaching, 
if we trace the pestilential disease of the present times to 
its source; and mark a few of the more deadly symptoms 
which, more or less, have made their appearance in the 
world from the days of the Aposties. They who are ac- 
quainted witii ecclesiastical history, cannot but know tiiat 
an aberration from the ''faitii once delivered unto the 
saints" took place ; and blasphemies of the most daring 
kind against the Person and Godhead of Christ sprung up 

* Job X, 22. 
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Immediately afbcr the Inspired Apostles bad £illeii asleep 
in Jesus : yea, tlie old disciple John spake of Antichrist 
being then in the world before his departure. I shall 
here notice a few ; but before I enter upon this service, I 
earnestly and affectionately request the spiritual reader 
to mark with me, how graciously the Lord, in every age; 
did then, as He doth now, watch over the interests of 
Ilis people, and rendered that which the enemy meant 
for evil the instrument of good. The Church hath been 
aH along, and is now, and will continue to be to the very 
end of time, garrisoned with the Divine presence. Beau- 
tifully and blessedly the glorious Lord is described as 
being imto His Zion a *' place of broad rivers and streams, 
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant 
ship pass thereby." Oh, no I what line of battle ship 
would venture to make vrar where God himself is the 
very sea into which that ship must pass to annoy God's 
people ? What fleet would approach against Him who 
*' gathereth the winds in His flsts, and hath bound the 
waters in a garment ?" Arise what may ; let infidelity 
abound, let the enemies of Grod a^d of His Christ 
rage, the event is not doubtful; the Lord hath founded 
His Church, and *'the gates of hell shall not prevail 
aigainst it" 

Among the earliest heresies, £rom the days of the 
Apostles, the first seems to have been that which was 
directly levelled against the Person and Godhead of 
Christ. It is noticed by the Apostle John, but whether 
in a way of prophecy of what would soon come, or whe- 
ther as the relation of what had begun to appear, is not 
tgaid. The sacred writings describe it as the '^ spirit of 
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Anticbrist, which confessed not that Jesus Christ was 
eome in the flesh.^ Here was at onoe an attempt to anni- 
hilate the very fundamental principles of the Grosp^ 
For the grand and distinguishing diaracter of the Gospel 
was and is, " That the Word was made flesh, and dwdt 
among us." And this implied His prior being and ex^ 
tence, and consequentlj His Etenud* power and Crodhead. 
And His coming in the flesh as plainL j proved Hi3 having 
assumed, for that purpose, our nature ; and by union of 
both, that He was and is what He prophesied to be— 
^^Emmanuel, Grod with us." And, consequently, the cora<- 
pound of the human nature with the Divine rendered 
Him the real, true, and the only Saviour, Christ. 

And much about the same time th^e was forged as 
another link in the same chain of heresy, the awful doc- 
tiine, that the Holy Trinity, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, was in reality no Trinity of Per- 
sons, but only names of office ; and only meant, fiterally 
and numerically, One Person. So that, while the fom»er 
denied the Person and Godhead of Christ, the latter 
would have rooted out the very being and testimony of 
the Holy Three in One, which bear record in heaven ; 
and thus, if admitted, have reduced the Gos|)el of salva- 
tion to a mere system of ethics. I stay not to remark 
ihe many and various opinions which those leading here- 
tics gave birth to : if we may credit history, numberless 
spurious profesdons of Gospel arose about this time to 
harass the people of God. For when once a departure 
from the straight line of what is right hath taken place, 
there will always be as many semblances to counterfeit 
the truth, like tinsel to gold, as there are persons to 
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^veisifjr, each Ibllowing Ms own iBoagmalioii. 2 stay ndi 
ftifther to inquire €oncermng tins diversity, but I beg 
to call tbe attention of the reader to remark with me the 
watohM eye of our God over His Church at that time, 
iEmd the gracious method the Lord took to counteract 
and defeat these daring heresies. It was not later than 
the year of our Lord one hundred and ninety, that He 
raised up Tertullian, a glorious witness for the truth. This 
man of God contended for the Divinity of Christ, and 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity ; and, under the Divine 
blessing, he was made the honoured instrument of reviv- 
ing both, and again placing them, as they had been in 
the days of the Apostles, the bases of the common faith. 
I stop to remark the same gracious superintendence in 
the present hour, . where the l^ational Establishment is 
Trinitarian, which stands as a battery against that bare* 
£iced infidelity which comes forth at noon-day to deny 
the Godhead of Christ, and to impugn the sacred doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity. Blessed be our God, He hath not 
left us without a witness. There are yet a few names in 
Sardis— « few like Tertullian even now, who can and do 
tnaantain the truth against all opposition. And, what is 
still more, in testimony of the faithfulness of the faithfbl 
Grod, the souls of the Lord's people are upheld by the 
Lord himself; and the bread is handed to them in secret 
whidi notie knoweth, saving he that receiveth it. I ap- 
peal to the choice flock of the Spiritual Church, whether 
those gracious promises of Christ which He left His 
Church, are not in their daily receivings. Our Lord 
proves His Godhead to their souls, by His being with 
them, and manifesting himself to them, otherwbe thas 
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He doeth to the world. And doth He not as fully prove 
the Being, and love of the Holy Trinity, in that of His 
coming, and the Father's coming, and making His abode 
with them, and the Holy Ghost abiding with them for 
ever. Are these in the common and ordinary tokens of 
His. grace ; and do they not prove, what I remarked be- 
fore, that in all ages, however in outward dispensations the 
love of many may wax cold, the Lord hath a seed that 
serve Him, over which Himself watcheth, and doth and 
^viU preserve them from the general corruption and apos- 
jtacy of the times. 

There was a period in the succeeding century, or the 
following, to that of the age of Tertullian, in which the 
general profligacy in the contemning of Divine truths 
was so universal, that it is said but one solitary indivi- 
dual could be found in the person of Athanasius, that 
ventured publicly to contend for the pure GospeL No 
doubt there were many in private, hid, when Athanasius, 
like another Elijah, thought himself lefl alone. And the 
same is the case in all periods, in which, like the flowers 
on the mountain, whose beauty and fragrancy are imseen 
and unnoticed but by Him who seeth in secret. The 
promise is absolute ; the Lord hath, in the worst times, a 
generation that call Him blessed. " The Lord knoweth 
them that are His." And when the Lord " writeth up the 
people, many will arise from the east, and from the west,** 
and from aU the periods of the several successive ages, 
to glorify the salvation of the Lord. 

And if we come down to the time of the Reformation 
in this kingdom, and from thence to the present era, 
pvery record in history carries but the same testimony, 
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oamelj, the banner of scepticism and heresy unfurled 
through all the several generations as they succeeded 
each other, and the Lord's chosen few selected from the 
throng, imder Him whom Jehovah in His Trinity of 
Persons hath '' given for a witness to the people, a leader 
and commander to the people." But as the Holy Ghost 
taught the Church to expect in the latter age more than 
ordinary opposition to the truth of the Gospel, so we find 
it. The atmosphere is now clouded with the thick co« 
lumns of darkness, which the several systems of infidelity 
have raised up ; and, like the locusts of Egypt, which 
obscured the face of the earth, none but the true 
Israel of God can see through the density. And that 
our land should be made the seat of war for the great 
enemy of souls to form his theatre upon, more than any 
other, scarce needs to be explained. Here is the meridian- 
of the GospeL Here, in the Scriptures of Eternal truth, 
God is truly known. Here, thei^ore, also, Satan will 
raise a fog to "blind the eyes of them which believe not, 
lest the* light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine imto them."* It is said by 
naturalists that the largest reptiles are found under the 
tropics. Whether this be so or not, I stay not to inquire; 
but certain it is, that the greatest foes of the Gospel are 
living where the Sun of Righteousness sheds His warmest 
and most beneficent beams. And as the Church was 
admonished that the adversary would come down, with 
great wrath, because he knew that he hath but a short 
time, we may expect that his last efibrts will be his 
greatest; and as it is in the natural world, so in the 

• 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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intellectual — tlie darkest part of the night 'wlIL be be^ire 
break of the Everlasting day. 

And what is the security of the Lordls people ? Nay, 
it is the ZjOid hirnself. They have no other. Ihey need 
no other. ^ He is as an hiding-place £x>m the wind, and 
acovert from th4 tempest; as nveis of wat^r in a dry 
place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."* 
And when, under Divine unction, the Spiritual Church 
of Ohiist is enaHed to persevere^ in remembrance who 
and what Chxist is ; the glories of His person, the ^reat* 
ness of His salvation, the Infinite fiilness^ suitableness, 
and all^^nifficiency of Himseli^ and His finished work fi)r 
His people ; and their suitability for Him«-^ey to get 
righteousness in Him, and He to get glory by them; 
under such i^nritual views of Him, while, through grace, 
•faith is in lively exercise in the believing enjoyment of 
them ; His conquest over sin, death, hell, and the grave 
is felt in the soul ; and the regenerated and redeemed 
child of God lives in the holy triumphs of his Lord, as 
though all things that ofiend were, and which in truth 
they are, taken out of Ohrisf s Kingdom* The Apostle 
Paul blessedly expresses this, and so may every one like 
him when, having leamt the same, he prays to be brought 
more and more into the knowledge of Christ, and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suf^ 
ferings. 

True it is, if we look around us, we behold a vast 
assembli^ of things without any eye to Christ And 
even among many from whom, according to their relig- 
ious profession, we might have hoped to have found 

* Isaiah srrii. 2. 
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something better, we discover, no less, evangelical spiritu- 
ality without Gospel ; and the religion of the Bible ^unth- 
<mt Christ. The day we live in is indeed a day of 
masquerade of godliness without its power. Under 
«uch existmg circumstances, the Lord plainly speaks 
to His people of the present hour, as He did to His 
disciples of old, when in the prospect of their exercises, 
*' In your patience possess ye your souls." Fear my own 
part, without aspiring to a greater insight into what is 
going on in the world than others, I see a needs-be for 
the state of things exactly as they are. The Lord hath 
said, '' I will siil the house of Israel among all nations, 
like as com is sifted in a sieve ; yet shall not the least 
grain fall upon the earth."* Here I rest with full assur- 
ance of faith; and am no more apprehensive for the 
blasphemies of one class and the contumely of another, 
than when the '^ blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall." Yea, I find the opposers of the faith 
not tmfirequently the means of doing good, in calling 
forth into action the graces which might otherwise lie 
dormant And as the Israelites went down to the Philis- 
tines to sharpen their weapons when fighting the Lord's 
battle, the same is now. It is well to brighten our 
armour by collision with the enemy's, when going forth 
in the strength of the Lord, and when that ^^strengtli is 
madid perfect in our weakness." 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Beferenee to Momentous Approaching Eyent»— Not to be Orer-Cnrions, Imt 
Suppress all Irreverent Curiosity — God's Designs competent to the 
Church's Welfare, which is Impregnable. 

One inquiry remains to be considered, and in which no 
doubt the spiritual reader has followed me, in a general 
consent to my former statements ; this ^ be as impor- 
tant as any, namely. What time of the night is it in the 
present hour ? And how near are we to the completion 
of the prophecies which respect the killing of the two 
witnesses ? Indeed, this is a question I have no abihty 
to answer; neither do I believe that the Lord hath com- 
municated it to any one of His people. Carnal, unen- 
lightened men there have been^ who, from the presumptu- 
ous reasonings of the human mind, have formed their 
own conclusions, from the political hemisphere, and not 
from the state of the Church, and many of this complex- 
ion have confidently stated the exact period ; yea, some 
of them, mistaking the form for the power of Godliness, 
and calculating from the general profession of the day, 
that this is the golden age of the Church, have leapt 
over the solemn event in the slaughter of the "witnesses, 
as a matter of small moment, or already passed ; .and in 
the vanity of their mind, have declared that the Millen- 
nium is begun. But, blessed be God, those taught by 
Him have not so learned Christ. Very solemn events 
are declared in Holy Scripture to precede the Millen- 
nium, be that Millennium what it may. "And that day 
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of Christ shall not come,** the Holy Ghost declared by the 
Apostle Paul, "except there come a falling away jfirst, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition."* 

From this statement, the spiritual reader, whom I now 
address, will perceive that, however gratifying it might 
be to us to be let into the arcanimi of the Divine Coun- 
sel on this subject, our province of duty is to be distin- 
guished from the carnal, by not presuming to be wise 
above what is written. In reference to what part of the 
night is the present hour of the Church, I shall only 
bring the prophecy of Daniel on the subject, explained 
in some measure as it is by corresponding passages in 
Ezekiel's prophecy, and the Revelation on the same ; and 
then leave the reader to his solemn meditations thereon, 
under the grace of God. 

The Prophet Daniel closes the eleventh chapter of his 
prophecy with describing some great earthly potentate, 
wliich shall go forth with great fury to destroy and 
utterly to make away many. " And he shall plant the 
tabernacles of his palaces between the seas, in the glorious 
holy mountain, yet he shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him."f Nothing can be plainer than that it is 
the Church, and not any worldly power, that this pro- 
phecy refers to, when these events are to be accomplished. 
The glorious holy mountain is Zion (see the forty-eighth 
Psalm). And between the seas, as plainly defines the 
place of action. And the time when, had before been 
marked by Daniel, namely, in the end of years. And 
by a comparative statement of Daniel with the thirty- 
eighth chapter of Ezekiel, from the eighth to the sixteenth 

* 2 Thess. ii. 8. t "Don. xi. 45. 



106 THB DYING PILLOW. 

« 

Terse, we find a furtKer light thrown tipon tbe subject. 
Then follows, in the twelfth chapter of Daniel's prophecy 
a fuller statement, to whidi, for brevity, I refer. And 
if the reader will mark the prominent parts in this dose 
of Daniel's prophecy, partdcolarlj the third, fourth, 
eighth, ninth, and tenth verses of the twelMi chapter, and 
compare them with modem events, he will discover a 
marvellous coincidence. That the prediction had a far- 
ther aspect than to the siege of Jerusalem by Yespasian, 
though that might also be included, whidi is no tmcommon 
thing in Scripture, is evident from several of the leading 
points. Christ, the great Prince, standing up £ot His 
people, could not be so suitably applied to that season of 
his humiliation. Neither the delivery of the people, 
whose names are said to be found written in the book. 
But waiving these considerati<His, the siege of Jerusalem 
could not be meant in the fourth verse, where it is said, 
''Many shall nm to and fro, and knowledge shall be 
increased." Neither could a reference be suited, at that 
time, of the tenth verse, pf "none of the wicked under- 
standing, but the wise understanding." Take the pro- 
phecy of Daniel in your hand, and compare it with the 
present day. Behold how many are running to and fro, 
and knowledge increasiog; and connect with this the 
decision of the Lord : ^* None but the people that shall 
be found written in the book shall understand;" and then 
let the reader— -fcMT I refer the subject to his own decision 
and that imder the Lord's teaching — juc^ for himself. 
And to suppress all irreverent curiosity, let htm recollect 
absit the highlyriavoured servant of the Lord was not 
gratified, who, when he heard these things, but tmder- 
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Stood ihem not, said, ''O, my Lord, what shall be 
ihe end of these things?** and He said, ''Go thy way, 
Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed, till the 
time of the end."* 

It is evident great events are pending, and marvellous 
are to be the forerunners, as taught us in the Scriptures, 
by which wiii be ushered in the latter day. But amidst 
all convulsions with which the Lord wiH shake the earth, 
the Church is impregnable ; and through aU this voice 
m&j be heard by every child of God, " Say ye to the 
righteous, it shall be weU with him.**^ Keeping in 
remembrance the Eternal, inherent, essential, and unde 
rired perfections of Christ, which are His own, and which 
He possesseth in common with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, nothing of this time-state, arising from the temp- 
tations of men or devils, can stagger for a moment my 
&ith, while upheld by the Lord. Li Him I behold a 
Sovereignty competent to all the purposes of His Church. 
The Lifinite greatness of His Person stamps Infinity 
upon all He 'wrought in His human nature ; every act, 
every word, every thought, was the act, the word, and 
thought of God in the man Christ Jesus. Through 
grace I never suffer myself to lose sight of His Oneness, 
in all that constitutes Godhead mth Jehovah in His 
Trinity of Persons. And in all my approaches to the 
Mercy Seat, I approach to the One undivided Jehovah, 
through the mediation of Christ, as Christ — ^that is, God 
and man in OnePerson — ^which is as necessary to approach 
the Divine Nature of the Son, as it is to approach that of 
the Father ar of the Holy Ghost. This may be con- 

* Dan. zil. 8; 9. 
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$idered a solecism in the world's vocabulary; but ^e 
word loseth its meaning when applied to the glorious 
);ruth8 of God. There are no solecbms in Scripture. 
The Lord enables His Spiritual Church to receive the 
Lord's manifestations spiritually. And then, while car- 
rying about with us the charter of giace, the precious 
question of our Lord, put by Himself, and opened by 
Himself in all its beauty and fulness, will be like an 
anchor to the soul in the darkest night of heresy, 
rilencing all the blasts of a Christ-despising generation. 
If then it be allowed, as it must be allowed, that the 
foretelling future events can only be the prerogative of 
God, and we see things thus predicted by the Prophet 
Isaiah concerning Christ, so fulfilled in His Person and 
Offices, who but the most determined infidel would ven- 
ture to call in question those Divine oracles of God in 
the Bible, where those records both of prophecy and fact 
are faithfully contained. But then what the Prophets 
foretold, and the Evangelists proved, is but a part, and 
that a sm^U part, of what the Apostles predicted should 
take place in the latter days. Here the Lord manifested 
His glory in declaring events to come the most impro- 
bable, but which we have lived to see fulfilled, and fulfil- 
ling daily in the earth. The Prophet Isaiah lived, as 
hath been already said, more than seven hundred years 
before the coming of Christ, and now eighteen centuries 
have since run out. Let any man look at the world as 
it now is, and, with the Bible in his hand, mark well the 
corresponding features. Had the Apostle Paid, to mei^ 
tion no othe^, lived but yesterday, and written his epistk 
to Timothy this day, it were impossible he could have 
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drawn the cliaracters more feithfuL What we now see, 
• and what he then wrote, are perfect counterparts of each 
other. "This know," said he, "that in the last days, 
perilous times shall come: for men shall be lovers of their 
own selves ; covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis- 
obedient to parents, nnthankftd, nnholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God."* Were these Scriptures indeed written so many 
ages since, and purposely to mark the present era ? And 
do we now behold their accomplishment daily in our 
streets; so that any man, and every man with the smallest 
discernment, must say tiiese are tiie several characters 
virtually before us. And can tiiere be a more decisive 
proof both of tiie authority of the Bible, under whose 
inspiration it was written. And, reader, do observe 
this one thing: tiiough it be painM to witness the blas- 
phemy of some, and the atheism of others, and the gene- 
ral profligacy ; and though all feeling minds cannot but 
be tremblingly alive for what must be the eventual con- 
sequences to these awftd characters, if living and dying 
under such delusions ; yet we find much cause to bless 
God for such a testimony to his truth. Without it we 
should lose one great degree of evidence of our holy 
faith. They axe for witnesses also ; and fi:om age to age 
as they arose, tiie Lord speaks to them as to tiie same 
characters of old — " Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and 
perish ; for I work a work in your days, a work which ye 
ghaU in nowise believe, though a man declare it unto you."f 

* 2 Tim. Ui. 1-4. t Acts xiU. 41. 
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CHAPTEE XX. 



The Writer*! Views of his own Dlsaolbtioii— Distlnot View of I>e«lih— .])•» 
lightfhl Thoughts thereon— The Sting taken away, and Death's total 
Destmcflon* 



I would now solicit the reader who has aooompanied 
me thus £ur in the consideration c^ these glorious achieve* 
ments we have been coosidenng of our Lord and Saviour, 
to meditate on one of His glorious and mighty deeds, 
namelj, in abolishing death, and ''bringing life and im* 
mortality to light through the Grospd.** And here, in 
drawing to a conclusion, let us dweU a little copiously 
on this sol^nn and interesting subject. For who shaQ 
say in the revohxtion of time, what a month, or a week, 
or even a day or an hour, may bring forth? And with 
many c^ the Lord's ancient ones, and peradventure the 
writer, who is now entered into his seventy-third year, 
bef(»:e the sum shall have finished once again its annual 
circuit, shall hear that attractive voice sa3dng, " Come up 
hither." Then that blessed Scripture wiQ be reaHsed in 
the ^sliest comprehension of it. The '' year of my re- 
deemed is come." The reflection re-animates my totter- 
ing frame, when I shall bid a cheerful and everlasting 
&rewell to a body of sin and death, to be ever with the 
Lord— enjoy a perpetual day that will never end — an 
eternal sunshine without a cloud, in the presence of the 
Lamb that was slain. 

I would observe as I proceed, that, as an old man 
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going out of lif^ and tSie canftnetr of anollber trorld nio/fti 
daily enlarging to mj view, and loabig mf steps in tihia, > 
the subject of death becomes nore interesting. I wo«M 
therefore enter with aocurac^, and jtveviously analjse 
the several dblinct features of desth, taking the fight of! 
Holy Scripture fbr my guide, so as to have a elear view . 
of what is containeid in that blessled deelaraticm, that 
CSirist hath aboHshed death. Now, there are thi^esepftf* 
rate characters of death, as stated in the Ifespd of Oed^ 
which, though all alike the consequent effect of nHufa 
original apostacy from <aody at tlie Fall, aee yett diftr- 
ently marked and cBstingnished from etoA. other. 

Tliere is the natnnd death of the body whklh irnkm 
place on the whol^ and on every individual son andl 
daughter of Adam, when lihe soul takes £to departure^ 
from the mere animal life of flesh and blood. The Holy 
Ghost, by Ws servant James^ in a f^ words hath defibed 
diis, when ss^ring, ^The hod^ without the spkit is deadl*'^ 
Morally considered, it is the effect of ski; ^ By on» ma» 
sm entered into the woH(^ anddeatibbysitt.** Badtbero^ 
been no transgression, there had been bo mertalily^ 
therefere deadi h not only called an enen^, bat ^b& ksC 
enemy. There is a spi!!ritu£d deai&, whieh Ada» alstt 
sustadned in the day of his iransgresaion^ and in which 
the whole of his posterity were involved; and whidi i» 
afeo defined by the Holy Ghost in ^ese strong eluunww 
ters: '^Dead in trespasses and sins.'" And this also k 
the efibct of man^3 oii^nal apostacy fitMn God. Poy as 
the soul is liie Hfe of the body, so Christ is the life of the 
soul ; and until quickened into a new and spsritual laAr 
by regeneration, every man by nature is in the spiritual 
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death before Crod. And there is an Eternal death, which. , 
consists in a total separation from Grod, both of body and . 
soul, for ever ; and this is, in the alarming language of > 
Scripture, called the '^ second death.** And in the sam&. 
Scripture, and in aUusion to the reign of grace in the 
recovery of the redeemed of the Lord, by Him who " hath 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to 
light through the Gospel," it is said, "Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection^ the second 
death hath no power.*** 

. My beloved reader, what a delightful thought! Though 
the believer in Christ dies as well as the sinner, death 
has no sting for him. Here the grandeur of the Holy ' 
Trinity shines in full splendour. Here "grace reigns, 
through righteousness, imto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord.'*t 

How Christ wrought out a full and complete deliver-, 
ance from such tremendous evils for all his people, I. 
will, in the prosecution of the subject, attempt to state, 
confirming every iota of what is advanced, from what is 
dearly discoverable on Scripture ground. I have already, 
observed that each glorious Person in the Godhead took 
part in the stupendous mystery of godliness; it was our 
Lord Christ who became the^ visible Jehovah for the pub- 
lic executive part of it " No man hath seen God at any 
time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the Father, He hath declared Him.**;^ I before remarked, 
that the Infinite dignity of His Person of underived Grod- 
head, in common with the Father and the Holy Ghost^ 
carried its own Lifinity of value to all the thoughts, and 
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irords, and actions, wrought by the indwelling Grbdhead 
in ffis human nature. I further desired the reader to 
connect, in his ^iritual apprehension of these statements, 
that in and through the whole, the Lord Jesus Christ 
acted not privately for Himself, but for His people. I 
would hope that, through the unction of the Holy Ghost, 
in His glorifying the Lord Jesus to our hearts, such 
views may be kept alive in our remembrance, while I . 
prosecute the subject &rther, under those features of 
character in which He is described as having '^ abolished 
death, and brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel" 

Now, the Holy Ghost, in reference to the veiy point 
we are more particularly dwelling upon, hath thus stated 
the special and Personal fitness of our Lord for this 
mighty work, when sa3dng by EUs servant the Apostle : • 
** Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood. He also Himself fikewise took part of the> 
same; that, through death, He might destroy him that, 
had the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver. 
them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.*^ The accursed foe of God and man 
having, by his subtilty, enticed our first parents into sin, 
they became subject to death, which was involved in it ; 
for, as the same Almighty God the Spirit, by another 
Apostle, saith, " For of whom a man is overcome, of the 
same is he brought into bondage^*' 

Hence, though the Devil possesses no power over our 
Hves, yet in the eventual consequence of things, by our 
being sinners, he virtually aeeompHsheth the same ; and 

• Hcb. U. 14, 18, 
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ute and ^ m (mrfk^]!iibl«IiOi4<ie9cribe9 liw> « "s»^^^^ 
derer firom the begawng.** TPi« S<;«m ^f G<ld^ ^berefoTei^^ 

sia by the sacnfic^ (£ BimsMf and by destiiojiiig b&m 
tkat, by ike iBtroduetwn of m^ Imd i^tK^fiMed .4Q«lh»« 
iQoet efiectttftUj aoQQ]»pUAbed t^ piijfpQse^; of both. He 
entered the 1»nsitarie9 of thi» sfm>Qevmo.9fm^ eo 809?'' 
tiiraaj deaenbed. ^'Theb0od.wiitiagofoi^m«noe&w^]b^^ 
yras ^goinsltia, «ad wii9 contir^Kr^ to i«i» Hm V><^. it ouit 
q£ tlu» way, qffUkig kc to His orow i 4qdl ^ving sf^oiMl 
priooipatUiefif and paicera^ Hie m^de « diow ef t^hsm 
openly, triumphing over them in it.*^ He had mA befoore 
iwdev ih» spirit of ]M:ophm»y, by m^^ 
in aHuem to. tki^i iopooiiM work^^ tmA WFOvd f^^fm^ 
tioBs bsefon^ Bfe ]Mid lNt>«RDiidiB4 ope^Jyiii} the aiibi^n«9 
ofonrflfisbi ^'Ivittyzios^iigi theo^^Wi tjbtj^^Aw^ cfftb^ 
g^ve; Iiii]]^i:e!(l^«^thimftQW deatti. O (jke^ith,, I ^^ 
be thy ptagiwa^ O g^yei, I vdJl bo thy destrooticufc; 
sqpentance diaU be^ Udt fi;o» xime eyes."! H^^, ^biii^ 
abrii^ci»n|>£^ k sl^d the iUtt aod «9i«ptet(» xiqitocy 
<;f 0119 DP109I g^oi»Q!H9 l^jt^ Fior 11% bath. bo| only abol- 
ished d«ad^ hv^ dfl^^yod him than ba4 th^ power oS, 
diealh ; mot only xodeewed- Mm people^ frps^ the power of 
t}ie gzajv^ oiv «% time m&f^^kyifHA ^ hoUi but i^^dfdeij^ 
them &01& dealt^ ;t &Qm th^peja^t eSTeots of natural death, 
^urilual deathi et«mAl doatib. VQfn W si^talning in His 
own Divine Person all thoA Yf^ im tP siO) and all that 
by sin His whole: body tb^ Glviwh Imi ju^]^ inouxred, 
Be vfuiqi«shed bell,. S»iglte4 the law,, 91^ aiji eod of an, 
aileacfed aU the: aoeu9iilipQ», of SataQy and brought ia 

* C0I0S8. ii. 14) 15.. t HoBQo. adU. 14. 
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Et^rliu^g t^teousneBS. And most bhssecUy halii oiif 
most gionotifi Lord^ in tlie dose of iMft aweist 8eri0«)% 
tMed^ **tepetiitmcQ «hall be Md ^m Mine eydt." Fdr 
never, Aever, -will thid Almi^ty^ Saviour Mpmt of HH 
p^i^leflB ^06 in tih« ac^omp&toient c^ tlds grelet sdt»» 
tion ; neither tvitL Jehovah, in Hk Q[lrinity ^ Penion% 
rqyent the Etemai deoree, iprodudiva <of tniek Inftlite 
gbQr to God and good will to ttuuSk 

If it be demanded^ by irliat prooess of dt>6tatton tiA 
Soft 0f Ood, in Mr na/tore, wrought otot our mighty de<> 
livenance, and what these suSeiin^ of Chriift weiiB ; what; 
agones tbe Lasnb Of <}od sitflnhied la the garden kaH ntk 
the oross; whait were thehorrotn He ctedured lA <^^ Ml 
accotnpHslmient of His Chttrch^s deliveSnaoe, lnol^ fiboni 
the pasngis of the l&rst death in hatiire, Imd the cndkse 
t(»tneBts^ the teoond death in faell^ if qnestiona of these 
and the l&e idlnd be p^oiposed^ the best answer, yea 
the only answer t apprehend to be givai^ is to reSs/t to 
Holy Scripttffe, where "die sttttement is nwde^ adeordin^ 
to what the Lord has tdiougfat proper to WiveBl, and te 
&r, indeed, as is essential to all the ptirpoSM <^ IXvine 
teacbing of making wisetinto salvation; bnt by no means 
odeiilaited) to so it Was never intended, to gratify cnii'- 
ofiity. t^or my part, "v^ik desiring gi^e to eonteiUplate 
the mystemns snbjeet with nnceasing mtenseneSs of mind, 
so as to lie low in the du0t before God^ and there tb 
neodve incireasing gtac6 to bless ikid ^ H3s unspeslD- 
able ^ft, Iretire from evcsry other statement o^<hisBttf- 
pendous mystery Willi the most aw^ and profimad 
reverence. Wha^ angeh desii^e to look into, consdoits 
of Incompetency to ftilly appreb^d, I ptemiimt not to 
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£ithom ;' neither to add ah atom of mine to wliat ike 
sacred Scripture bath stated. Here is enough to sati^ 
the most capacious desires of my awakened souL On 
Him, would I beg for grace, to fix and feast my ravished 
eyes, who hath '^ abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light through the GrospeL** 

It wiU not be said, I hope, that our Lord^s complete 
victory over sin and death hath any difficulty of appre- 
hension, in that the bodies of His redeemed ones, in com- 
mon with mankind, go down to the grave and see corrup- 
tioiL For this, in fact, is their mercy ; and, by a voice 
^m heaven, they are declared to be '^ blessed that die in 
the Lord." Death, in nature, is more a privilege than an 
evil to the Lord's people, for the "sting of death is 
sin ;*' and the Lord hath taken it out when He put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself; and neither the serpent, 
no more than the bee deprived of its sting, can injure. 
Nay, sin being removed, it ceaseth to be death, for it is 
but a sleep, where, after the example of our dear Lord, 
the dead in Christ retire, as into the chambers of repose, 
tmtil the resurrection morning. Li death, they are for 
ever fireed from all sorrows, pains, and toils of life. They 
sleep in Jesus. And as it vras by their glorious Head, so 
wiU it be, from their participation in His triumphs, with 
them. Jesus is gone before as their forerunner, and has 
taken possession for them, and keeps possession in their 
name, until the time appointed of the Father. Being 
" reconciled by His death, much more shall they be saved 
by his life." His own promise runs thus, " Because I live, 
ye shall live also;" and "faithful is He who promised, 
who will also do it" The earnest given, assures the whole 
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.of the promise ; and therefore, though foes and fears may 
be found in the Wilderness, and though Jordan roll 
.between the Wilderness and Canaan, yet the ark of the^ 
' Jjoird will make a dry and safe passage for His purchased 
people to enter into rest 



CHAPTER XXL 

Deaih Sweet; ike Gontemplation Gaiii->Tbe Resnrreotion; Opening Viewi 
of an Endless Happy Eternity — No Condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesns. 

The Prophet Jeremiah, looking into Gospel times, and 
contemplating the Lord Jesus in his resurrection mom> 
ing, describes him as thus speaking: ''Upon this I 
awaked and beheld ! and my sleep was sweet unto me."* 
Precious Jesus I and was that interval between the cross 
and the resurrection sweet ; when thou arisedst from the 
grave, and in that didst behold the fruit of thy finished 
redemption extending to all thy members. And will not 
the whole and every one of thy mystical body feel their 
^ proportion of blessedness when rising from the grave, 
from their triumphs in Thee, and say, " my sleep was 
sweet unto me.^ 

Here, then, we evidently gain more by being one with 
Christ than we lose by being one with Adam, for the 
covenant with him had no knowledge of a resurrection 
to eternal life by Jesus Christ. Though sin has debased 
our frame and fnade our bodies vile, yet grace shall con- 

- * Jer. xzxi. 28. 
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hsm lliemto thftglorioasbodf ofoarLord8DdS8n(ni%> 
m chat when <olir efesbehdid Him «ui li« is, we skiall be, 
ooBBcioiis of wearing a peifeot Ukeness to Him. 

Elesaed Jeima, our hopes «re fixed on imaortadilyi, iM|r 
Thee, the Risen Saviour, who has entes^ within the vei]^ 
who has prepared a place fer ns among the mansions in 
Thj Father's house; we will gladly and patiently wait for 
Thy salvation until we come in iull possession. Being 
children of Grod, we shall be ehildten of the resurrection. 
In that morning, we shall not only have our bodies puri- 
fied fix>m ail the eflfeols of sin, but finmshed wilh qudi- 
lies superior to those which our progenitor knew in his 
happy garden. The qualities of our bodies in the resur* 
sestioQ will £ur exceed those of our present fidlen staibe ; 
oar corporeal system shall wear d |>er&cyDn of suitalnlitj. 
tt> ell the employ and ike blessedness of our Father's 
kingdom ; no wish lor inferior sensaition^ theur absence 
wU be ot« comfort «idj«y. 

A scene here op^is to our view as endlen as Et&naty^ 
Ibid as fiill of blessedness as it is endless. The Fn^phet 
Isaiah, eontemplatiiig the glorious Person of our deac 
X^rd and S&viour in the bannging of it in, and liie won- 
deis which would follow, thtis expressed the vast sutject 
of both : ^^ He will destroy in this mountain the fibce of 
the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is 
iqpread over all nationsw He will swallow up deatib in 
victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears firem off 
all faces: and the rebuke <^ his pec^e dball he take aws^ 
from off all the earth : for the Lord hath spoken it*^ 
There is^ indeed, by the fall of man, the &ce of the oover- 



ittg^ imd ft tail of igiii»ttnoe» blindnett, and oorraptioii) 
wtldb. noir obfioore our pede(fl tisioiL And th^ wm 
lymboHcally repteaastntd m th« JTewiA temple; m the 
i«il fhkt septttftted betivveb tiie moet bolyi^aoe, and tke 
outer Banctttstfy i^r <dafiy MTviees. But in the monenl 
tliaik our dear i^ord and Savioar^ by Bis deatlif ''^abolished 
death, and broo^t life and immortality to Hght throng 
ttis <3k)8pd," beh<^ my the Eirangelists wit^ one voioe) 
'^the vail was rent in twain from the top to the bottom." 
Iht aqyatation was fotr «yer removed. The Son of God 
had now entered, mot) indeed, i^o tlie '^temple made wiUi 
hands, but into heairen itself thesre to appear in the pre* 
fence of God fyr ni.^ And His whole body, the Ghnrbh, 
18 said to hare ^boldness to enter in by tile Uood of Jesns, 
by a new and Hving way, which he hath consecrated 
to us through the Tail, that is to say His flesh; andha^r** 
ing an High Priest over the hocee of God, we are oom>« 
manded to draw near with trae hearts, in ML asa«Erance 
offiiadL"* 

The Lord of His infinite mei^ cause this sabjeet to 
mak deep into the hearts of all His redeemed ones* I 
w^tdd say to every child of God, let us frequently take 
wing, and, in the warmtiiof the most animated faith and 
joy, Mght down near the tomb, whence, on tiie resurreo* 
tion inM*n, oar most glorioiis Lord arose to show us the 
way to His glory. From thence the first clear and dis> 
^ct views were taken of the fttture abode of the blessed. 
From hence I wotdd say, as in imagination I behold the 
sepnklii:^ whe^ my Lord had onoe lain, here our gkH> 
lions Lord opened the path to life and immortality t 

* Heb. z. 19—22. 
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From hence He arose to show all the members of Hii 
mystical body the certainty that they shall assuredly fbl- 
low him : that where He is, there they shall be also. And 
in the daily contemplation of this same blessed hope,' I 
would sing to the same triumphant notes as the Apostte, 
and with the same full assurance of faith : '^ O death, 
where is thy sting I O grave, where is thy victory I 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, throu^ 
our Lord Jesus Christ."* 

Here I would make a pause, and say, blessed change 
from weak to strong, from natural to spiritual, from cor- 
ruptible to incorruptible, and from mortal to inmiortal I 
The musing on this scene is almost heaven itself. Who 
now shall lay anything to the charge of God*s elect? 
Not even he who is the accuser of the brethren can now 
allege one single article of condemnation against any one 
of the number. WiU he there say Manasseh had sold 
himself to do evil? that the Apostle Paul was a blas- 
phemer? or that Mary Magdalene was an eminent sin- 
ner? Will he say that the Galatians were idolaters? 
or that the Corinthians were guilty of almost every crime 
that could be named? and that there is not so much as 
one on whom there might not be found some fixed im- 
putation or other? It is all granted, to the praise and 
glory of redeeming love, that they were great sinners, but 
'Hhey were washed, they were sanctified, they were justi- 
fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God."f And now there remaineth no condemnation 
for them, and nothing shall ever separate them from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. 

•1 Cor. XT. 65. tlCor.vLll. 
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i Let US here ezclaimj Blessed are the people whose God 
is Jehovah, for we shall soon be made pillars in the 

'<))0ase of our God, from whence we shall no more go out. 

|We shall see Grod &ce to face, the light of His counte- 
nance shall never more be eclipsed, but will Eternally 
dune upon us. Praise, praise without ceasing and with- 
out end, be to the ever blessed and Holy Trinity, who 
hath prepared such felicity for us, and who hath prepared 
us for it. Let us join together in one glad voice in 
praising the Lamb that was sl^n, and let every tongue, 
and let every angel of every order, join us in one song 
of praise. 



CHAPTER XXIL 



The Love of Christ to His People in Death; the reverse to the Ungodly— 
The Saints Depleted, and their Deaths Precious— Their AsHurance of 
their Eternal State, and Living Witnesses to the Love and Faithfulness of 
God. 



In further prosecuting this subject, consider for a mo- 
ment the love of Christ to His people, being from Ever- 
lasting to Everlasting, never to terminate. In their last 
stage of life, when they go through the dark valley and 
shadow of death, His '* Everlasting arms are underneath 
them," *'His rod and His staff" are their support, and 
when their last expiring breath ceases, then it may be 
said, in the language of Scripture, " precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his sainjts." 

In relation to the world at large, we are taught by an 
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Mithority «ol to be q[ae^<med^ tbat tlid ^ ^ole "^rbrl^ 
Keth in wickedness." Hen<36 Ae 'rety reverse of the pro- 
position must be accepted ki respect to all ^rach. And 
that trembling Scripture Ss in ooi^rmation, ** As I Htie, 
saith the Lord^ I have no pleasure in the death Of ifk 
'wicked." And wiko shaQ <»ik[ukite the horrors of t^^alt 
state when men have died as they hare livedo tani A 
they were bom, in the unawakened, xmregenerate, tmte- 
newed nature c£ the Adam-^Ml transgression? Tea, 
when in the full ripeness of ofi^iai sin, inherent in liifa 
yexy essence and eliidr of their being, Which ihey brought 
with them into the world, they go out of it again witli 
the accumulation of actual guilt ; falling as grapes of gall' 
from the Tine of "Sodom and the fields of Gomorrah ; rot- 
ten in bitterness, and defiling even the earth that covers 
them ; the mind sickens as it contetn^^tes the prospect 
It cannot be supposed for persons of this complexion 
that these lines are imtended. It is tiie death of die 
Lord^s SAD^TS, which is said to be precious in His sight ; 
and to them the consolations to be found in death can 
only be applicable ; and who they are, the Word of God 
very deaiiy ascertains. They vae described therein as 
^< called to be saints ;" and the '* ^l^ifol hi ChHst Jesfiils ;'^ 
by which is intimated that, in theorigitud state of nattxhS 
in which they were bom, they were, as ail men are, sinneihi 
aod children of wrath ^ven as others; but, betng called by 
Sovereign graoe to the knowledge of the Lord, liiey *'whd 
were sometimes darkness are now light in the Lord; ^ef 
who were sometimes afar of, and sinners to God by Wicked 
works, are made nigh by the blood of the cross**** And tt 

•ISpiief.ii«l3. 



i^'in lefisteooe U^ thia reooirored atete of duo Cburdi, the 
ApostLs ip«aks vbea ke said^ '^ Aad iudii were some o£ 
fOfOk: hut ye bm wasluBd^ but ye are sacdifiBdy biifcye aire 
jnstified ia the name of wa Lord Jobub^ aud by the Spiiit 
of owv God.*^* Hettoe being ^^deKvered from tike power of 
darkneat, and tsaoslated kito the kingdom of God*s dear 
SozL. tkev arc nuuie nwet Murtaloeni of tke iBhentaaoe 
irith the saints ia fig^^f To aU of tkia description and 
<dianu»ter» theae lines age sioali affeotioaately addressed. 
NiuBilMcless paxmdeooes^ botk in natnre and gxaoe, await 
the leader and writer of these Hnea. The death oi 
either 09 kath ia in the vmenmg apfointment ef the lordj^ 
and may qnjudd^ take phioe; let ns be in wotchfUkiesa^ 
]&e the prophet on hia watck<-tower»^ tkat eome wheaao- 
«cer the losd vrnj^ at ^idnig^t ov ooek-Hsrowingin the 
VIORung,^ we may net be ^^aahasaed belbre Him at Hia 
eomxDg.^ For if o«v lirea are now **hid witb Christ in 
Gedy^omrdeathawiUAfiabepareoiQuaiaHiaai^t; ''and 
^h&ik Christy who itour life^ lAaU appear, we shell appear 
iritb Him in glavy.*'t I^ ^ ^ ^^ delightful eonsidera^ 
tioijt to wreiry ehUd ef God in the ^arituat Chtirch od 
Chrial). that the iLord^ in whose sight the death of his 
fltinta is preeious^ ie Mwv^h in Hie Trinity of Persom^ 
father, &^ and Biofy GJieat. Both the death and lile, 
)ade9d» of erery indlndufll member of Ciirist'a morstical 
body> oawBu^t bet ba» preciooa in the siigkt of God th«^ F«^ 
tber, ppeojeus kt Ae eight of Qed the Son, pre<»oya in 
the si^t of €rod the HeAy Ghost ; and H isimpossible for 
it to- be otherwise; Fos, as ea^ gkrioma Person, in the 
tlsi^ of the Divine Essence, hath taken an e^^ual part in 

«lCor.vLU. tCoLLtS^lS. tCot.m.8,4. 
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all Covenant engagements concerning tbe Ghxuchf whicl|.> 
is His body before all worlds, so doth each continue an 
equal attention to the Church during the whole of her 
time-state here, and will the same in all her Eternal state 
hereafter, when there shall be no worlds. And, I beseedi 
the reader to pause over this view, and ponder well the 
love, the grace, the tenderness — ^what shall I call it — ^the 
Infinite and indescribable condescension of the Holj^ 
Three in One, which bear record in heav^ thus tO' 
reveal and make known what, without special manifesta- 
tions, never could have been known to the spiritual sp^ 
prehension of His chosen, the gracious tokens of the love> 
of each, and of the whole conjunction of the Grodhead.: 
As if the Lord intended thereby — and which indeed is^ 
evidently the design — ^that besides the general knowledge* 
given in Holy Scripture of the Divine Majesty existing 
in a Trinity of Persons, His redeemed ones might have 
somewhat more near and endearing to lean upon, in their 
personal apprehension of, and commimion with, day by 
day. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And what I very 
earnestly and affectionately beg of every child of God in 
the spiritual Church of Christ, in whose own heart a 
saving work of grace hath been wrought, that he will 
remember and, if possible, never lose sight of, what the 
Scriptures of God have- taught concerning the united 
operations of (rod in His Trinity of Persons in this accom- 
plishment. And I must and will contend, as one that 
contendeth on Scriptural groimd for a plain matter of 
fact, that in every instance of conversion from a state of 
nature to grace, however unconscious at times the highly 
favoured objects of that love may in themselves be of it, . 
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neirertheless they cany about mth them in their oiim 
bosom living testimonies from day to day of the love of 
God the Father, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost. Men, who know 
nothing of these Divine operations in their own souls, 
may, and will, call in question those glorious truths of 
our most holy &ith ; and, from a total ignorance of any 
work of grace wrought in themselves, will give no evi- 
dence to the work of grace wrought in others. But this 
78 not the case with the Lord's people; they are them- 
selves the witnesses for His truth. And it is an infinitely 
important consideration with me, I confess, to keep 
always in view, and to be always living upon the sure 
conviction of it, that as the gracious acts of each and of 
all are such as none but God can perform, each and all 
thereby undeniably prove His Eternal power and God- 
head in the Unity of the Divine Essence. And, conse- 
quently, it must also follow, that as those blessings be- 
stowed upon the Ghurdi from each glorious Person in: 
the Godhead are all equally Sovereign and Almighty: so 
are they all equally entitled to the same acts of adoration, 
love, and praise, to each and to all in the same Unity of 
the Divine Essence. If the reader happily, through 
Divine teaching, knows these precious things, he wiU 
not need my advice. For my own partj I desire to 
do by them as Moses commanded Israel to do by the 
Lord's statutes and judgments, namely, '' to bind them 
as a sign upon mine hand, and as frontlets between my • 
eyes." And I say of them, they shall lie down with 
me, and rise np with me ; yea, I wiU esteem them more 
than my necessaxy food* For very sure I am, that in 
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orery imftoiee nf tlve I^'9 pscplei wbere t^ote gmmfoim 
itiantfegtafooa from, the Father, Son, aod Holy Glmt 
are spuntuallj loio^nH sj^taaUy veeeived^ lived ujMn^ 
mi ei^ayed, from day te i9^^ there caaaol] ^ to lie 
the eocreapoufJiitg efiections esEoked in the hreast;; and 
fherewiU be goixig»fiarthe£ that said iiitlov^ and feM^ 
and e«te«A W each aad 1»i all tbe^ Persons ia theCrodb- 
head, as ite mited aoiKree o( all blessedness^ hert m 
graoe^ and hereaAcr m ^ery* Fwee^ therefoBe^.lfai 
pveeiouaDess c^th^ sainjts' dealb is eqmUj to tine Faliwi^ 
Son, and Holy GhesA; forthewhokPianowiof tbeCMU 
bead take eqiiud interest ia alt thaAnbtes to tiie Ghwdi^ 
ior tixne and £liewty« 

CHAPTER XXni 
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From theabei«fo«iDda(H(Hiias aniinmo««bl&rt»di^a^ 
cpt whieh &e whole aof eiaixQctove of the Chnsda eC 
Christ rests^ ve may pass to a conjndeeaftioa connected*, 
ivith the sanie, ntamely^ tbali the death of the LordTssainti 
19 pfedow in» His sighit^ fre» the perscmal nnioQ vbUh: 
every member of GhxisVs mystieal body bath with Chmsik 
SQanseU^ tiie gloriioue Head. For we arenxembers of Se< 
boify^of His fledi^ and of Qie bones. iedeedJ^ people 
stand in a double relation to Bim* FKrst». inthat we 
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dhflSl be, derives io^koitaiaoe. %t is <qi:»: m^ifsj vrim WP 
,,mn*Xmfi^ tihis SmAii» beariogs. l^e fiiuiIog7 b^twe^ 
jWtiiree«idgriu>e'ijitbisgparticRxI^ &Xf 

ss.tbeivibole of de^tib, jaoA sm, «iid cwdepnnngtiK^i} Vfus, 
^oid as, is. '<HBr 'Oriiisiial natifire W Aie &U 'cf AdaiiL In 
mkidi Jhis Jirhole xaiae ii»« i&yolyed:; j^o tibe^vbote toif iSSh 
jaal jioliiLeds, njid j!aatificatiaa whidli ij^ kme hj ginop 
iras,.«ad ifl, in itbe Peisou of cmr Ziord Jesiay Clxns^ m 
irihuom ins wbole seed «Fe i0i]B$ jliiteii^ted ^ >6(<»d tfi^ 
Hcfy Gboat most Messedlj teoci^edji :im IBI^ iftiaiten^:; 
ifoc, sasdi tibe Lend, as % itibe '^oSbsic^ of OPe, j:u4gm«illt 
<c»me vipcm aU -men to •eontoonafion; le^FieKi HP by tb^ 
i:i^tieonaDie88 iof One, l9«e free ^ cii«ie:i:q^:iill«^p 
imto justifiealsojiL of life. I^or as bjf oi]ie :miu;i'p 4i9ob^ 
iSieikee, loaaj wexe «iibde auo»ei9^ ip byibe Qhe^^si^ qf 
One sbaU mm^ be foade xi^b^iss.'**^ Sc»ee it &iSioim 
iSoat, 4s bj my eqmiisf&>rx agui irelatiQii^piai aatiun^ to 
•tbe ^first Adam so ^caUiedf I ;Sin lopiplkiuted in all .tj]^ 
1)elonged^ ium in (EisHeadsbip ; «ad«in,d£^ 
tud OBiserj, aare eixt^iled^n me *hjmbmi»s^e^ .md f» my 
JQst pocdon:: so equally by iny iiuuou rfmd j^el^tifip^bip j^ 
{frace to the seoond iLdam m icaUed, Ae L(«d Jesus 
(Smaty I.ainSnlxffestedan^idMlibdkiop^Ji^, itfSv^ 
fieadiindSiiahaxid^if HislChiUQeh aodpeopl^^ tmd boli- 
iMSss. jife*. axid iinnioirtalitT fise lui toiily tny inbf^T^itritfMp 
^atkdoK^a^str^t ]a.0hziiit,a3«y.0QiidmiiatiP9i^»e 
•ifss, apd Is, 'from n^ nmon ^vriliL Adam. iSensp ^ 

I ^ 
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'Loid Jesus C^uist, as Ghiist, and the drarcih, as Wk 
ChTirch, are never considered in Scriptore separately. 
They hare been from Everlasting, aiid are, and mnst be^ 
to Everlasting, one in Jehovah's view. The death of the 
Lord's saints, therefi^re, is precious in the Lord's sight 
;from their personal union with Christ, and from their 
interest in Christ And in no one point of doctrine is 
• the Holy Ghost more particular, than in this oneness <^ 
Christ with His Church. Li His death, His Church is 
said to have died with him. Li His burial, the whole 
body of the Church is said to be buried with Him. In 
His resurrection, the Church is said to have arisen with 
.'Him ; and in His ascension, to have ascended with Him, 
and to be '' sitting together with Him in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus." So that, in all that Christ did. He 
•acted as the Head and Husband of His Church and peo- 
ple ; and when death is swallowed up in victory. He wil. 
manifest the same Oneness and interest in raising up His 
members, a part of Himself, and present them to Himselt 
' '' &ultless before the throne of His glory with exceeding 
joy." All which tends yet forther to prove, that " pre- 
cious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.^ 
The death of the Lord's saints is precious in His sight 
on another account, which is, because by death the mys^ 
tical body of Christ is brought into conformity to Christi 
their glorious Head, who died also. Li death, as in all 
things else. He must have the pre-eminence. And He 
could not have been the fbrst begotten from the dead, 
neither the first fruits of them that sleep, were not His 
members to follow Him in both. By their death, here>is 
a conformity to His death ; and by their sleeping in the 
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dnsty.they are prepared for a confonnity'to Hbresafrec-^ 
tu>ZL There is somewhat veiy sweet and interestmg in 
this Tiew of the subject. And the Holy Ghost, by the 
Apostle Pan], very blessedly hath observed on this point,- 
in that striking Scripttire, where it is said, " For whom 
He did foreknow. He also did predestinate, to be con* 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
first bom among many brethren."* The Chnrdi, there- 
fore, according to the Eternal counsel, will, and pleasure 
of Jehovah, being in all things to be in conformity td 
her Head and Husband, where a resemblance became 
attainable ; she, by the grace of God, was to follow her 
Lord to the grave : and the dust which His blood has so 
^eetly perfumed, she should lie down in, until the resnr*^ 
rection morning. Hence, to the bdiever in Christ, the 
very aspect of death is changed. The grave is an asylum, 
^ chamber of repose. It was Jesus's own retiring room, 
wbere He himself once lay. Blessed, therefore, is the 
Church in being here as in other points predestinated to 
be conformed to the image of her Lord. '' Precious in 
the si^t of the Lord is the death of His saints." 
, But we must not stop here ; for if possible an higher 
cause than even our conformity to our glorious Head, 
tnaketh the death of the saints precious in the Lord's 
sight; namely, in that it becomes the means in the Lord's 
hand, fer the Lord to triumph in His members, as He hath 
in Himself, over death and the grave. It is very blessed 
Sot the Church's happiaess to be brought into the smallest 
conformity to Christ. But it is far more blessed when 
Jthat conformiiy.is.made subservient to Christ's own per- 

.•Bom.viU..29. 



soswl igib87« J^nl it is Sis cwn ^eounal gloiy, iHb 
Isixunplis bk the jresuxarootibn of fab stemberB, for He is 
tbe sale cffidesl eause of it Nom^ ite death of -Ghiia^ 
lodj, tihe CSmpdi, 2i^ ihe foiukdalian to tboeisin^^ 
ef€hrifitinthfdrxesiKTeotMm, when ^'He:diallcoBaeto 
be glomfied in ^b «aaoAs, and .admdred in ^ iibem that 
btflieve.'^ The HoiljrGhosty by the^^iastle Paid, amogog 
other xDightj events Tvhloh «re to tfdBe place in tfads great 
daj of Grod, Jiaidh deseiibed the naanreiloiisiafasnge which 
as. to 1)6 WDOU^ 401 die wmis of God, liuit ^ He dhaH 
ehange our lile bodj^, (that it may be foftikmcdJike nxito 
Bis gloiious body, aeocax3ingtDttiiie werJobog asteiebj Heis 
abletosubduealllNiiigsantoHiinseE^f Dmagpnation&ila 
tofemilihe snallestocmoeptiontifw^twaEbe^^bny 
^ Christ, when these stupendous aets come te be fakEMed^ 
fjo speak m the ilangnage of Hdy Bciq)t]ure'*-^*TheB 
ahi^ the anoon be ^oonfoiuided, and the isnn .adnamttd:; 
when the Lord .'shiEA jieign in Monnt ZSon, and m JaraH 
aalem, laod befose his ancdeiits gLoiieiiiaty.^l What m 
efl^dgenee of glory must that be, at wladi iihe mixm and 
sun both biliash, and become pale with li&nness; o^«r«> 
wihdimed aiad extinguisiied as anudl tapers <af llie iuight, 
by the Infinite bn^tness of Obnst ; and what uuEaeLesof 
grace, oombmod with power, mQ be wixnight that idayi 
31ie dying aunt leaves his body to the care of Him who 
in Infinite love sedeesoed it, m &iU and joyM liope of 
having it restored to him again, aooording to the Sci^ 
tores, possessed (of sndh qna}ities..a8 to be adapted to 
aU. the spiritnal exercises and enjoyments of the manaon 
of bliss, where the assembly shall never be broken np, 

•2Thes8.i.ia tFUI-iii-Sl. tls-^ziT.SS. 
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asA tdieve die deKg^tfid en^Iojr thall never be mtet- 

TfgpbtA, The bodieicilaill the saints^ mdi their ooip(Mr^ 

rpArsmtxvij which are tihe eflBscte of miy wliich were *^sowii 

iacomiption, witt be laised in inc omipti ott; and Mdmt 

was sown in didumour, wiQ be nosed m glary; and what 

waa sown in weakneiss, will be ndaed hi power; and what 

was sown anatuzalbody, wiUbeiaised a ^sritual bodj*.^ 

Mbrtalitj will rise up io> pnt on inmi<»*talit]r« A bod^ 

liable to corruption, dishonour, weakness, and deaths 

would be unsuited to the employ and the bliss of the 

believer's future state; flesh and blood, in this view^ 

cannot enter the kingdom of (rod. And marvellous, also, 

in the exerdse of this Di^vine power, the identity of each, 

and of eveiy individual of the members of Christ, the 

Lord will preserve ; so that though wonderfiiDy changed! 

&oia corruption to inoorrc^tion, and from mortality to 

immortality, yet not an atom changed from bemg l2ie 

very persons which they were before. Precisely the 

same as €rod the Father from all £temity chose in 

Chxisty and gave to Him; the same which CShrist be* 

trothed to Himaelf before aU worlds, and redeemed ton 

ffimaelf from &e time-state of the Ml ; the same whidi 

God the Holy Ghost from Everlasting anointed in Ghiist 

as members of His mystical body, when He anointed the 

gloriana Head. Such in sameness and identity will be 

the persons of Christ's mystical body, which He willbrinja^ 

xsp from death in that day. For it is & resurrection, and' 

not a creation; so that identity must be preserved. And 

what I am now in Christ, and what you now are in Christy 

such shall we then be; wonderfully changed indeed from 
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dost and domiption, to a likeness after Christ our 'gloHr 
obs Head^ All acoomplislied by ffimself as the isole e£^^ 
cient c^inse, and for His own personal gloiy. Events of 
such a nature and magnitude as the mind of man, in its '. 
present unripe state of apprehension, cannot grasp ; but ' 
which may in so!ne measure show, in addition to what 
lUith before been observed respecting the death of the 
Lord's people, that " precious in the sight of the Lord is 
t(ie death of His saints." . 



CHAPTER XXIV, 

• 

Solid oonsiderations to a Belieyer before his departore— No fe5ir arisinfr firam 
Death— Gonsolatioiis In the' views of Death— The passage consecrated— 
The glory t])ai is alKrat to he opened, when Death has done its Office, a 
. fit subject for a dying moment— The Author's last afiiectionate address to ' 
the Chmvh of Christ. 

i After contemplating the subject in this sublime point 
of view, in reference to the Divine glory, and for which, - 
above every other consideration, we are warranted to 
conclude, that the death of the Lord's saints is precious 
in the Lord's sight, let us descend into minor concerns^ 
and take a view of our interest therein. 

Believers in our precious Lord and Saviour, it would 
be well with them to be more and more acquainted with 
Jesus. Neither death, nor the state which will follow 
thereon, will make any alteration in our dear Lord, nor 
in any one article of the Everlastiog (xospeL We are 
not going to glory without Christ-; we shall need Hiro, 
and to our latest moments. All we want in death is 
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stteh Tiewd bf EGm id a way of beUeving and spiritual': 
a{>prehensioii, as may carry us above oursdves to rest 
oh Him alone, I wiU most readily grant, none of us at 
present know what dying is ; nor do we know what it is 
to be separated fix)m our bodies. It may be, some of 
our brethren know as much of the apprehensions of be- 
iiig in a dying state, as we possibly can without the act . 
of dying. If so, how were we at such seasons sustained? 
Was it not from real scriptural and spiritual apprehen- . 
dons that our everlasting all depended wholly and alone 
upoin our teing in Christ ? Were we not led then to see, ■ 
if we were in Christ it must be by Eternal election, and 
that this was the fruit of Divine Sovereignty, wholly the. 
act of Jehovah's will towards us. From hence we are. 
led to see, that all our consolation and comfort in the 
very article of death, and our admission into heaven, is all 
from the good pleasure of Grod's wilL Let these thoughts 
take us off from all creature dependence on ourselves. 
Though we must pass through the dark valley, for the 
decree for your death and mine is past, and cannot be 
reversed—" Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-» 
turn ;" still our dear Lord he will be with us, and make 
death very easy to us, and fill our minds with "joy un^ 
speakable and frill of glory." 

As believers in Jesus we need not fear the execution 
of the sentence on us, for our dear Lord has said, " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
belleveth on Him that sent me, hath Everlasting life ; an^ 
^hall not come into condemnation, but is passed from 
■death unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a man 
keep my saying, he, shall never see death* I am the 
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^e wet6 deiidy ;^t siidll bv Izve; and wbosoeter Ihret^ 
aM lyelieVieth OB me skill never ^eJ* '^Li iz^ Falher'» , 
hou^ atre tnony dKansSons; if it vresBe ncyb aof I woaiUt 
liftv6t6M y^Xki I go to 'prepare a pkeiB for you. And- 
if I go tBbA i^paore a place lor jou, I will come agauk, 
and iTeeeifi^ yon xoano mgrsd^ tliat wHere I am> ibere ye 
ni^beafeo.'^* "Fea»not,Iamthefi»8tandtliekBt;X, 
sm life ibiM Ur^ and ivaB dead, and bebdid I am alive 
for etemiote^ acid have tlie k^ of death and belL'^f ; 
<< Blessed dro l3k@ dedd wMdi die io &e Lord.*^ And it 
We8 becomes tiss t<:^ t eceiTe ia our nuncls these gkrumi- 
dted Sbi^ifptufi^ For our Lord ^s to ua k them aUHet 
ddzlf ; and wbe^ Wie* are enabled to mix faith with thern^ we. 
have eomimm^n with Him^ and aire thereby saved frcwf 
all siatisb fosati of dea^ ; bat we have also oongolation m 
&e vety nestr views of it, and we hereby trimapb over 
iL To be in Chi^ is the greatest of all l^iessings; to die 
in Christ, is true blessedness; tp be found m I£m| ie the 
tery easehde of all biessedsiess and perfection^ Henee 
the Apostle t^aul^ in the near views of Eternity, breathes 
eut^ *^ And be fotmd in Hint.*' Being in Him, we shall 
die in nimy md mtsst be with Him afb^ death, to behdd 
His glory, and to enjoy Him. It is- oui^ miseiy to look at 
death, and an entrance on an unseat state,, without look- 
ing at these in Chrisi He hath conquered death, He 
listh destroyed it, He hath abolished it ^ He hath oonse- 
ehited it as ihe passage to Hfe Everlasting $ He knows all 
do^fktained in it, what is &lt when the separation stroke 
i^ ^ten, and what will take place on our entrance into 
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BlerMQr. BksmM wm separated in hk Ised^ and iscnd' 
bj^ death; tliere&a;^^ ^ £Ee luusr loioddf passed this vwff 
He kneyws hoir to^ fed for His ped|)te in the article c# 
cfefii&^ hoir to gitdde thettt safely thrcm^, and ecfmfotf^ 
them when heart atid flesh &iii A»fc> EtermCy, tretiieed 
ifot troulJe ourseltesr therenni^^^we ase only going home 
to otir Father's house ; and the* state we shall then enter 
xtpmj v/M be the state of glory^ which wHl stdt otir d&^ 
esQsftiodied minds, and he as trtdy acceptable to tus as it^ 
v§ &ft vtA now to enfoy the Lord'tf presence, and eotn- 
mnnioa with Him in any of HLet hdy ord&iazicesr And 
i^diild it he the caseF wi^ ns to be in gloiy without any 
timing of it, so as to &11 ae^p suddenly ilk the arms ot 
death, even that wotdd be no other than what often be* 
Mi us hi an acceptable way; and as respecting 1^ body^ 
wi can exist wi&out it Ibr a sea^cntt And let ns stop & 
moment for to consider, that, when afl natore sinks, and aE 
the springs of natural life eease with tts, oar Christ, who^ 
makes our cases His own, and promises never to fail nor 
fersake tis, wiU be then to xis all we need* If the Lovd 
wocdd give me the deioie of my hearty I should |»:e&r 
dying with Christ's eye on me^and mine on Him, and in 
the exercise of my sphitual senses afid ibculties on hia 
Person, bve, salvation, worth, fblness^ and glory, than 
in the enjoyment of spiritual consolation', because, hereby 
a way would be opened to condder the glory that ia 
about to be revealed, as soon as death baa done ita ofiSce,, 
and the mind is disengaged from the body^ Jesus, he la 
€ie Lord of sarnie, ofhfe, imd of death. He ia the Lord 
of earth, of heaven/ and of gknry. The Apos^e Paul 
said to the children of God at Some, " None of us liveth 
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t6 himself, and no man die^ to himself, for "whether w& 
live, we live unto the Lord; and whether. we dicj we die. 
tinto the Lord ; whether, therefore, we live or die, we 
are the Lord's.*** For to this end, " Christ both died, and , 
rpse, and revived, that He inight be Lord both of the dead , 
and the living." These spiritual views of Christ belong to 
all saints; hence the Apostle sajrs, " We see Jesus ;" yea, , 
he sets Christ as the object of their faith before them, 
and speaks of — " Looking unto Jestis." A most noble : 
employment}. for a spiritual mind.* It is hereby, Ohiist is 
received into the heart, and lived on in the life and con- 
versation. Many a saint is &.v6ured both in life and ; 
death with some supernatural views of the Lord Jesua 
Christ, for it is in seeing Him they live, ai^d therein id . 
the life of their souls. It is generally found the children, 
of God live as they die, and die as ihey live. Such as.- 
bave been led from the Word, and by the Holy Ghost, to 
receive the knowledge and mysteries contained in the; 
Person of Christ, the love and salvation of the immacu- 
late Lamb, and have had real fellowship with Him in a 
way of believing, and centre in Him for life Everlasdng,^ 
expecting to find and enjoy in Him all the blessings of, 
life Everlasting; wh^n such come on the confines of 
Eternity, they generally are found so wrapt up in Christ, 
as to utter to their fellow-saints, who may be about them, 
how they are sustained iq their own minds, and what 
prospects are now before them, of the glories of Christ, 
which will break in uppn their souls when they shaU be 
admitted into His immediate presence in heaven. Many 
a saint, grown to spiiitual mat\irity, has foimd a death-v 

^ ' - •Eom.xlr. 7. 
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1[>ed'most blessed, as being favoured with sucb spirituial 
yiews of Christ, His dignity and person as God and man^ 
It' has been given them to see that all the glory of God 
inll for ever shine nnto them, and upon them, in the 
sight and vision of Him, the image of the invisible God,: 
jli whom dweUeth all the fulness of the Godhead. It is 
1^ part of glory let down in the. mind of such, when they 
i^re. led to consider Christ as the Alpha and Omega, the 
Be^jming and the Ending, the First and the Last, as the 
fi];st-bom of all Grod's purposes. It is a fit subject for a 
dying moment to consider Christ in his love to them. 
To look back into Eternity^ and hear Him saying, *' I 
was set up from everlastuig, from the beginning, or ever 
the earth was ; my delights were with the sons of men."* 
To review all this realized in His open incarnation, to 
consider how it hath been fully ratified by His obedience, 
sufferings, sacrifice, and death — ^this is strong support to 
the child of God in the prospect of dissolution. 

Here the Lord's saints are most blessedly kept up in 
the near approach of death, from the consideration of the 
death which Jesus passed through and sustaLaed for them. 
And some of His people are filled with the consolations 
of the Holy Ghost, and fall asleep in death without a 
sigh or the least straggle. Not that this is always the 
case. For it is in a Sovereign way the Lord acts to His 
dying saints, as well as towards His living ones. Some who 
know but very little of Christ, are filled with more com- 
fort on their death-beds than those who know far more 
of Him ; these are the lambs our dear Lord carries in.: 
His bosom. Some shall die upon the truth of what the. 

•froT.yui.28. 
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Holy GliOBt liflB i^vealed d Ctan^ aai spo&en t9 Ibett 
in W^ Ward, without any teooble oomf(»t added to le. 
I ooQceitre it my Blessed to be enabled fo aigr, atf itM 
Apostle Pffol dothy ''^l know whom I bare believe^ tt8 
am penraaded that He is able to keep ^lat whidb 1 laM 
eommitted tmto Hun agamst thai day*"* Bleasedbe the 
Lord, aU the; Lcnrd's people ai^ equally seeoie in Chfist 
Death cannot take off the heart of Chnst from them, not* 
can it separate them one moment firom Him^ Letidiat 
particular frame of nund they iMqr be m at the artide ef 
death, or the circumstances which may atlead their de^ 
partore out of the world be what they may, ihia can 
make no alteration in their state in Clnist A belie««r 
camiot dose his Hfe better than in the exercise of fidl& 
on Christ He cannot express himself better, when the 
cold clammy ha!tid of death is mpon him, than by saying^^ 
^ Lord Jesus, receire my spirit"" He cannot set a greater 
crown upon the head of Christ in his last moments tiiatt 
by calling on His name, and giving up his sonl to Hhny 
and conmntting it to His care and charge* Milhons of 
His saints have acted thusr Millions moie will. And 
Oh, that it may be your exercise and mdne when the Lord 
shall caD us iuto such a state; may we call npon Jesus 
to* recdLve u^ and admit ns into such a Tiew of Him in 
IGb Eternal glory, that our souls may be swallowed up 
wholly in Hinu I conceive nothing can suit us better 
in our expiring moments, than meditating on the Fa* 
therV Eyerlasting love^-*on His choice of us in Christ— of 
His lore to us in Him— of His having ^predestinated us 
to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ^'*— of Ifi# 

♦2 Tim. 1.12. 



"fimog ^ AQcepted x» m AQBtiLo^vedP^^-fmi of ffis h^vmc 
'^^lifesaed 4iB on aS. iSmziiaal IMIPtipinflP' in Huaa;"-"^^ (Qoaok 
mifsx hem tHe £«tiher g»ve us to Ouisl^ joid ihow B» 
g»v^ iOoanilf for 118, flttd ii»dee]»ed «floiit <tf 1^ iitnds <tf 
4A«iirexi0ime8,«id'we«FejB0Wfl(b^ wiKWi 

our soul kfve^ &ce tto fiioe ;--4o ibe absent &om ibe 
fcodgrf:aaidtobef«e9e]ii»withfiheLca^ floditoibeloQUi^ 
v^ to (£ke M0I7 GhoBli to 'bear His testuoonj to our jaiiods 
Aom tiie Word of Xmdbt smd realise tbe saiae in our 
lieflETts — 4kaB viU be our joj and jejoioiog wben wt «e^ 
JBBfc lasBncibiBg into Eternity^ It is ;fk pleaong thp^j^bl^ 
igt4eai&i come'vdMn ittottj^ it tuillsoozi be past;, ^nd the 
Irfurd vSi be 'wifli ns. It is cinljliha'deattb of ibe .bodjr; 
fit ean do us if^WDT ^ ^^ imnd. When past, it is pasft 
ibr eirec Jiesiis wSl take His band 4»d bold it fiotbi 
amdliold us bj.tibe xxgbt band, sabring, Fear noti I anil 
iie^libee; -aaidlihis is aU are rsball need mAAyiagxo9^ 
woeoL Let ua, fther^ane, be^ good oouxage.; we baioe 
fiiboivBwoBdforit, ^ Blessed ase tbe dead nthidii die in 
tfteLdnd." Tmiandl, my dearreadei:, neednotniaike 
«o sindb of deatli^ at lis icodj tbe sinkings ^f natwe. 
Wben tibe sbook: is ffilt, and the mhc^ of owiBnimal h£^ 
Jfor ev«r expires, ire bave JiasuB CSirist to reoewe our 
Olds; we need no more; weeanaajnonuwe to aipt US| 
AaaliOBP JjBsua, bsceiyp JiriSHEBix. 



I now, my :beloYed reader, come to a dose, tbongb tbe 
aniyject to me is inezboostible, and tbe oaeditaticm sweety 
€batf absent ^tam fbe body, I shall be {present with .tbe 



Lord. One word more — ^and hete I Would more parti^ 
culaxly address the spiritual Church of Christ — in relar^ 
tion to the same, nam^y, the voice which the Apostle 
John heard from heaven, '' Blessed are the dead w£icl| 
die in the Lord.*^ And from that imion which subsists 
between Christ and His members, there cannot be a 
question, but that, at the death' of the body, the soul ii 
immediately with the Lord. Where Christ is, the soul 
is. Hence, the Lord Jesus himself said to the coring 
thief on the cross, " Verily, I say unto thee, to-day shali 
thou be with me in paradise.*' Thus, the Apostle Pau^ 
in the believing view of the ^ame, ^xp'ressed his desire 
to " depart and be with Christ;** Also, the -Church is said 
to ]be come to the spirits of just men made perfect. And 
although this is said, and is indeed meant in relation to the 
present life, when from a state of nature any of the Lord's 
people are brought into a state of grace, being then mad^ 
fellow-dtizens with the saints and of the household of 
<7od ; yet it is to be considered in a more enlarged sense, 
when dropping for a while the body, we pass from this 
outer court into the inner temple of God. • For the Lord 
then takes home the spirit. The war&re with l3ie body, 
and with all the wiles of Satan, and l^e workings of < sii^ 
and the conflicts of the world, are all over. Faith is 
swallowed up in open visions. Oh, the vast blessings 
contained in that one Scripture, where the Apostle says, 
« We are absent from the body, and present with the 
Lord.** 

And in relation to the body ; if to be exempt fromi all 
die evils, cares, and trials of this sinfrd, sorrowfril world 
^>— no more to be the subject ^ther of sickness or of pain 
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^••^-fQeitUer headaches nor hearta6hes--^either to contend 
"with infirmities la ourselves or with the infirmities of 
•others — ^to be at once delivered firom the very inherency 
b6th of oiir origLoal and actually corrupt nature — ^and to 
lie down in sleep in the arms of Jesus, His .spirit going 
"with us to the grave, and dwelling in us to the morning 
of the resurrection^ as it is written, " If the Spirit of Him 
that raised Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bddield by His Spirit that dwelleth in you;"* — ^if 
thes6 are among the sure and immediate effects of dying 
in the Lord, I would ^k, Can an event which is so 
blessed to the Lord's people be otherwise than precious 
in the Lord's sight And if it be precious in His sight, 
ought it not to be so ia otirs? How tery delightfully the 
Patriarch Job expressed himself on the subject. While 
looking stedfastly, as. he did, to the Lord Christ, and 
in assurance of resurrection in Him, he expresses him- 
self by saying, " So man lieth, and xiseth not till the 
heavens be no more ; they shall not awake nor be raised 
out of their sleep. O, that Thou wouldst hide me in the 
grave ; that Thou wouldst keep me secret until Thy wrath 
be passed ; that Thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and 
remember me."f 

Who would have thought that the subject of death — 
. whose most distant prospects damp all the prosperity of 
sinners, and turn every coimtenance of the carnal into 
terror and paleness — hath such a vast sweetness in it to 
the people of God! Yet so it is. lake the pillar of the 
doud in the camp of Israel, that gave darkness and dismay 
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te^heLord^ ^noiiiei, becaae li§^t aad joj to iBiB eiH^ 
peo]fAe. Hie vedeemed of liie Lord, in ^s ^pixitaii. 
CSfaurcli, look OTer the shoolder^ de«A, and bdidd SfcH 
ivho, hj His own deatli, bolii "^^deitroyed 4eadi, and 40- 
livered likem who, through ifear 4>f de|i&, «re «& Jthdr 
ItfetaQoescib^eGttobondii^^ SoibatiitjeBet^ioa^ler 
<itiiem to 51^, deatb halii no ^enrors, te tibej «aa and do 
in^more-— OuistliaitftL "alboliihed death, and broi^iilife 
jBid immoitality ix> light llxroa^ die GoipeL* 2k W» 
(deadi, diey And deaftih ^oonquered. And ta His teaat^ 
^wodos, diej fiee ^h^ ioivn, seoore. Heaoe at desdt, 
^eybegmtndylio Ere*; iheir dlefidi^y b rihe biitkrdqr 
«f llkcdr maitiuity. Afi their li&itiKBe liei^ ^ej are l«t 
jHL^heiainority^ their b«iBg. They are boasi, wdeed, 
4>T raither ar« aeir bom, to an immeaet cstaite ; f»ict,Ske 
children under edacatioD, t&ey nemr «ome 1;o IIm p<Mk 
fsession till aitib^d aft Ml age. In de^lGn ^eSr siR^Oi^ 
"IB oompSfirted. And 'while, in l9ie«oFe aeoompSBbnent 
<tf li^g aga&a, tli^ 4)odies drop asleep cbl •Jjesa^ their 
^Krals enter inlo die joy of ^^dbr Lovd. 

And what tends 4o endear <fihe -enjojsneirts, ^ ibe «tt- 
tnost e3^nt ^ endearmenls, $s tUs; that In 4flns k&eilir- 
anee, aH ishe ^Initaai Choreh are aMke. 2iM9e 0Bes 
as well as great ones, the babes in Christ as w^ as Ihe ^ 
-jotmg men and fathers, are ^eqaallj pr<^artioned and 
indnded in one and Dhe «ame 'hlesse^efls. Here, in iSbe 
fldlest sense ^ tihe word, it mnstlDe said, *' There shaB 
he no more hence, ^m snifant of ^dajstior an^ld Man ifliat 
%ath not filled lus days, fer liie child shaQ ^e anlhimdred 
jeors old."! Ixl 4&e spiritiial Qiiirdi of onr Lord 

• neb.4i. IS. t IsftUOi, IxT. SO. 
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.fihmti, tli@ nev tmtk bikings 9U ih9 <^draa 9t once into 
Axipe9esai for glory^. bemg alike made partakera of the 
JD&edne iiatore, baying " escaped the cormptiQn that is in 
ik» world throiigh Iti^t." Partakers. ^ tbe Divine ziatuxe 
G9» paxtake of aotlmig beyond it ; neither in the spiritual 
YfoAd can there; be any advantage in. tjhe Divine life from 
any difT^nsnce of age ; he^ m, girs^ a^d hjeireafter in 
gkuy, li^e whole of life is in our glorious Head, and all 
are receivers from Him — ^H holin/es^i aU happiness aB 
blessedness in Him* 

i would here veiy earnestly and very affectionately 
entreat the Churdi of our most glorions Christ, whom I 
an XLQw addressing, to have and keep in remembranee 
this most delightful consideration. In> the drcumstanoes 
of hwn^n life, as relating ta l^e body, the Lord's chosen 
ones are much diversified. Some have larger abilities 
others less. Some are miore elegantly formed, others 
phiner, nay, ill-formed and distorted. But these distinci* 
tions all cease at death. Hence they are, by unerring 
wisdom^ as best suited at prresent to carry on the sacred 
pqj^poses of the Lord's wiJL In death this is all over ; 
the purposes of God have been then, accomplished. And 
alrtheresumrection momingv aehath been before observed, 
the whole mystical body of Christ in His. members will 
a^qse, aU alike glorified in Christ, nothing of their former 
oonstnxction, but in identity of peraon being preserred. 
Bat in relation to the Spirit, there never hath been, nor 
eaa be, any diversity in Christ's spiritual Church. At 
oreation, we read that " the Lord Grod forme(^man of thb 
dnst of the ground." Here was the original dust oi the 
body. But, respecting his spirit, we read in the same 
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Scripttire tliat " the Lord God breathed into his nostffli 
the breath of life, and. man became a living soxiL"* 
Hence, there was no pre-existent spirit, but the soul pro* 
oeeded immediately from the Lord Himself, and withottt 
any intervening mediimi; thus, all flowing from the 
same Almighty fountain, all were alike equal And as 
in creation, so in redemption, all were equally redeemed, 
and with the same price — ^all equally regenerated by the 
same Spirit — ^all equally united to the glorious Head — 
all formed with equal capability of happiness—all equally 
near and dear, and equally important to form tHeir 
respective membership in completing the whole mystical 
body of the Church. This view of the subject is most 
sweet and consolatory. 

And while I say thus much in a request of remem- 
brance concerning the oneness in equality in the Lord'is 
Spiritual Church, I would yet further beg the little ones, 
and the weak ones in faith, to no less remember that the 
whole of what we have, both here in grace and hereafter 
in glory, is all in Christ. It is the Lord's Person, and 
the Lord's incommunicable work, which is the sole cause 
and the whole sum and substance of all blessedness. 
There is not an atom in any one of Christ's members, 
neither of what is wrought in them, neither by them, 
that in the smallest dfegree contributes to their safety o 
to their furtherance in salvation. It is the grossest of 
aU possible mistakes to suppose that we are more or less 
in Divine favour from any supposed attainments of otnr 
own, or from our greater or less degree of apprehension 
of Divine truths. AU those are but effects. I will be 

•Geii.ii.7. 
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foe to confess that it will give a greater or less degree of 
•ciifoyinent in our faith respecting these Diyine tmths, in 
proportion as "^q are enabled in a greater or less degree 
to receive them. Nevertheless, the desibe after Ghmt 
is as truly an act of faith in Christ, as &ith in the enjoy- 
ment of Christ And both are alike God*s gift And if 
the little ones of the flock feel this desire, the Lord is as 
truly glorified in these desires as He is by others of His 
people to whom He hath given the farthest enjoyment, 
for both are His. If, as our Lord saith, the look of lust 
b to all intents and purposes actual adultery, shall not 
the look of &ith in desires after Christ be construed as 
actual enjoyment 

And now what, my beloved reader, shall I say more ? 
If the Lord, the Spirit, be pleased to accompany what is 
here delivered with the \mction of His grace and the 
savour of Christ, as far as, the things themselves here 
mentioned are agreeable to I£s most holy truths, my 
address to the spiritual Church of Christ will be as kindly 
received as it is affectionately sent For myself, at my 
advanced years, I can only say that, walking as I now 
am daily on the confines of time, and on the look-out for 
the Eternal world, I am in expectation of soon realising 
in open vision what I now live upon by faith. And in 
thus greeting my brethren with this subject, I would, 
with all thankfulness to God, and tmfeigned humility of 
soul, desire grace to make use of the beloved Apostle's 
words, and say, " That which we have seen and heard 
declare we \mto you." The bread which I eat and find 
good for food, may safely be recommended to others. 
The stream from which I have slaked my thirst, when 
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bkssed hj llie ssme iUimglitjr git^er, caidiicyt t>ttt be Fotdid 
ttlvltty to ati Who drink d^k. The LoM e^ all spxiltud 
life grant to trUssy indi^&ttal of fiid mystical body an 
mbimdaiit ^ntapioied into His kingdom of glory, and pet- 
{ncre thcoft ^r irhat He is pret)aring for ^etn. So UiKt, 
''' whether we five, we litre "onto the !Lord, and whetherw^ 
^e, Wddie idito lihe Ldfd; wh«thd^ we lite, t^rdfore, 
(St ^, we «re the Ixod'ft." 



AMEN. 
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